	
		


June 6-9, 2022, RAWSEP News paraphrased

	U.K. is top of the news

U.K. and Ella’s Law, about the right to clean air

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/may/20/ellas-law-bill-right-to-clean-air-uk-pollution-jenny-jones
RAWSEP View: On 70th anniversary of the Great London Fog of 1952, 2022 Ella’s Law would establish clean air as a human right. It is named after 9 year old Ella who died of asthma induced by air pollution.

House of Lords considers major air quality reforms with 'Ella's Law' - H&V News 
H&V News
Air-quality-monitoring-PM-2.5.jpg. A full package of legislative proposals that would collectively reform both internal and external air quality ...A new clean air law is starting out in parliament 
Named Ella’s law, as a tribute to nine-year-old Ella Kissi-Debrah who died from asthma induced by air pollution, the bill would establish a right to clean air and set up a commission to oversee government actions and progress. It would also join policies on indoor and outdoor air pollution with actions to combat our climate emergency. it is a question of social justice. The clean air (human rights) bill would enshrine the human right to healthy air precisely and explicitly in UK law. A suitable date for the government to put it into law would be before the 70th anniversary of the Great Smog later this year”. The UK’s first Clean Air Act from a Ministry for Health report that estimated a death toll of about 4,000 people due to the weeklong London smog of 1952.The 2022 bill comes at a time when about 4,000 Londoners die from breathing polluted air each year. UK annual deaths are estimated to be between 28,000 and 36,000, and globally it is about 7 million. Thousands of research studies have explored the health harm from air pollution, or, viewed from a different angle, the benefits that could come from cleaner air.  World Health Organization (WHO) director for public health, environmental and social determinants of health, said: “These days we have overwhelming evidence that air pollution harms health, more than enough evidence to justify actions to reduce exposure. You can imagine the incredible number of lives we will save.” Improving air pollution saves money from reduced absence from work and less cost to the NHS. In parallel to Ella’s bill, the government is asking for views on its own targets for particle pollution in England. These targets for 2040 match the guidelines that were set by the WHO in 2005. Additionally, it is proposed to reduce average particle pollution by 35%. According to government analysis, the benefits from these actions would be five times greater than the money than spent cleaning our air.



U.K., West Midlands, Sandwell Council and Wood Burning Regulations
	Sandwell residents and businesses: there's still time to have your say on improving air quality 
Sandwell Council 
... improve achieved reducing harmful air pollution emitted wood coal burning stoves fireplaces homes used urban protect local population negative ...

RAWSEP View: This is an example for RAWSEP of local control of residential wood burning, in order to reduce PM 2.5. See details below.

Air quality
Wood burning stoves and other solid fuel burners
Stoves and fireplaces impact on health
Wood burning stoves, fireplaces and other solid fuel burning appliances have become more popular in recent years. This increase means that there are more emissions of fine particulate matter (PM) from biomass burning and a subsequent increase in air pollution. Domestic burning through wood burning stoves and coal fires now makes up the single largest contributor to our national emissions of particulate matter, through indoor and outdoor air quality.
The tiny particles in smoke can cause a range of health impacts such as:
respiratory and cardiovascular morbidity such as aggravation of asthma, respiratory symptoms and an increase in hospital admissions
mortality from cardiovascular and respiratory diseases and from lung cancer
reduced life expectancy
Numerous scientific studies have linked poor air pollution with:
premature death in people with lung or heart disease
non-fatal heart attacks
irregular heart beat
aggravated asthma
decreased lung function
increased respiratory symptoms such as irritations of the airways, coughing or difficulty breathing
Impacts on air quality in your home
Wood burners can triple levels of harmful pollution within homes. Scientists advise they should not be used around elderly people or children.
When used correctly, exempted appliances should not emit visible smoke, but even Defra exempt appliances can emit high levels of PM2.5 pollution.  Any appliance or fireplace should also be properly maintained and your chimney should be swept regularly.
You should not burn old pallets, furniture or scrap wood as it may contain contaminants that can be harmful to your health and the environment.
The Air Quality (Domestic Solid Fuels Standards) (England) Regulations 2020
Under section 87 of the Environment Act 1995 (c. 25), new legislation surrounding the sale and purchase of Domestic Solid Fuels comes into effect on 1 May, 2021. The full Regulations can be viewed on the government legislation webpage.
The Air Quality (Domestic Solid Fuels Standards) (England) Regulations 2020, UK Statutory Instruments 2020 No. 1095 applies to England. It applies to the sale of wood in units less than two cubic metres, unless authorised, and a person must not supply a relevant unit of wood if it is not authorised wood. The moisture content of wood must be below 20%. The sale of wood for domestic combustion must have the "Ready to Burn" logo identified in Schedule 1 of the legislation, and relevant information included. The relevant information required with the sale of wood includes:
the name of the person who obtained the certificate from the approved wood certification body in respect of the relevant unit of wood in question and-
the number of the certificate issued by the approved wood certification body under Regulation 5(5).
Failure to comply will be liable on summary conviction to a fine. Some suppliers have longer to meet these Regulations than others.
For wood supplied in quantities of two cubic metres or more, the statement set out in Schedule 2 of the Regulation must be attached. Failure to do so is an offence punishable by a fine.
Regulation 10 of the legislation refers to the supply of certain manufactured solid fuels. Fuels need to be authorised and display the "Ready to Burn" logo, and have the relevant information. The supply of manufactured solid fuel must also be a fuel on the list maintained by the Secretary of State under regulation 12.
It is an offence to supply pre-bagged and loose bituminous coal, but an Approved Coal Merchant can supply loose bituminous coal to a consumer where the coat is sold directly to a consumer during the two year period ending 30th April 2023.
Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council can issue a penalty, under UK Statutory Instruments 2020 No. 1095 PART 6 Regulation 20. The penalty is £300 in respect of the offence in respect of which the penalty notice was issued, with the period of repayment being 28 days from the issue of the penalty. The Council may also recover the expenses reasonably incurred by it in enforcing these Regulations from a person in respect of whom it has taken any action against under these Regulations.
Pages in "Air quality"
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U.K., Worcester, Elmley Castle

Kitchen fire in Elmley Castle required two fire crews - The Worcester News 
The Worcester News 
Hereford and Worcester Fire and Rescue were alerted to a fire in a wood-burning stove at a property on Main Street, in Elmley Castle, ...
RAWSEP View: Wood Burning stove starts fire.

Arizona
	Class II Air Quality Renewal Permit for Gowan Milling, LLC, in Yuma Arizona 
Arizona Department of Environmental Quality 
... particulate matter with diameters 10 micrometers or less (PM10), fine particulate matter with diameters 2.5 micrometers or less (PM2.5), ...
RAWSEP View: A milling company applies to renew its air quality permit.

Australia, New South Wales, Warkworth

New Wood Heater Replacement Program to make the transition more accessible | ACT Greens 
greens.org.au 
“The ACT has some of the cleanest air in the world. However, I have heard from a number of my constituents in Tuggeranong that the smoke pollution ...


Land and Environment Court appeal to use biomass fuel at Redbank Power Station 
The Singleton Argus 
The company was seeking to burn biomass at Redbank Power Station instead of ... from coal to wood was not permissible under the existing approval.
RAWSEP View: Redbank Power Station is a biomass power station located in Warkworth, within the Hunter Region of New South Wales, Australia.




Canada

As wildfire season approaches, new studies show air pollution linked to severe health outcomes 
CBC 
While doctors have previously made the link between fine particulate matter (PM 2.5) — a pollutant emitted from anything burning — and how ...
RAWSEP View: Burning producing PM 2.5 si linked to severe health outcomes.

Canada, British Columbia

LETTER: Time to douse wood-burning fireplaces - Victoria News 
Victoria News 
Even more unpleasant and more dangerous to our health than gas-powered gardening tools are the air pollutants from burning wood which are known to ...
RAWSEP View: Letter to the editor explains that burning wood produces pollutants dangerous to human health.

China

Nation takes huge green strides in past 50 years - Chinadaily.com.cn 
China Daily 
The annual average density of PM 2.5 particulate matter in Beijing fell from 89.5 micrograms per cubic meter in 2013, the first year that the air ...

China Focus: Air purifiers fall out of favor as air pollution eases in China - Xinhua 
Xinhua 
The average concentration of hazardous airborne particles PM 2.5 was 30 micrograms per cubic meter, down 9.1 percent year on year, according to ...

Higher Socioeconomic Status Linked to Increased Air Pollution Exposure in China 
Newswise 
The researchers investigated ambient nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and fine particulate matter (PM2.5) concentrations. The team selected these pollutants ...
RAWSEP View: PM 2.5 is researched in China, and higher socioeconomic status linked to increased air pollution exposure.

Emergency as reason for Wood Burning in Rural Areas
	Storm response shows rural areas do not matter to energy providers – resident 
Yahoo Finance 
Amid freezing temperatures, the couple had only candles for light and a wood-burning stove to keep them warm and to heat pans of water – a process .
RAWSEP View: Emergency is given as reason for wood burning. If prepared, homes can have natural gas generators ready for emergencies when electricity is cut off. Solar panels or geothermal systems can also continue to work during an emergency in a rural area.

Hawaii


Honua Ola asks PUC to reconsider - West Hawaii Today 
West Hawaii Today 
... and environmental group Life of the Land has been embroiled for years in a legal battle over the fate of the eucalyptus-wood burning facility.
RAWSEP View: Dispute about fate of wood burning facility.


India

Efforts underway to abate rising air pollution in Ghaziabad city - Hindustan Times 
Hindustan Times 
According to available data from the Uttar Pradesh Pollution Control Board (UPPCB), the levels of particulate matter (PM) 10 and PM 2.5 have ...

In a first, Particulate matter 2.5 count in Kolkata touched ambient air quality standard last year 
Times of India - Indiatimes.com 
In 2021, PM2.5 - the tiniest of pollutants that play havoc with human lives - had for the first time touched the annual national ambient air ...

Air pollution in Lucknow worse than pre-pandemic levels - Times of India - Indiatimes.com 
Times of India - Indiatimes.com 
The hazardous PM 2.5 concentration in the pre-monsoon season has increased by 43.9% as compared to last year. Moreover, the PM 2.5 concentration ...

	
	Montana

Missoula considers changes to air quality program; no oxygenated fuels, phasing out stoves 
Missoula Current 
That includes phasing out wood-burning stoves, doing away with oxygenated fuels, dust abatement and outdoor burning. “With our growing population, ...
RAWSEP View: Missoula, Montana phases out wood stoves. 

New Hampshire

Trash Fire Causes Smoke Condition, Alarms At Rumford Arms In Concord - Patch 
Patch 
A third engine was requested after command said they smelled a distinct wood-burning odor and wanted backup until they could discover the source ...
RAWSEP View: Trash fire produces smoke that sets off alarms.
	New Jersey

Fierce Fire Destroys Trailer, Several Vehicles, Sends Smoke Column Skyward In Fort Lee 
Daily Voice 
Huge columns of black, then gray, then white smoke could be seen from Washington Heights ... Little Ferry, Moonachie, Ridgefield Park & Wood-Ridge
RAWSEP View: Trailer fire produced smoke seen from far away.



New Zealand

Infrared camera tech to smoke out illegal wood burners across Rotorua | Stuff.co.nz 
Stuff.co.nz 
Bay of Plenty Regional Council has started using the new infrared tech to smoke out illegal wood burners in Rotorua. The heat is on for owners of non- ...

Rotorua: New infrared camera technology to help detect illegal wood burners - NZ Herald 
NZ Herald 
Rotorua has historically had some of New Zealand's worst wintertime air quality, largely due to smoke from domestic home heating, a Bay of Plenty ...
RAWSEP View: Domestic wood burning causes worst wintertime air quality. New Infrared technology to help detect illegal wood burners.

Pennsylvania

Supervisors hear trash burning issues | Local | huntingdondailynews.com 
Huntingdon Daily News 
Trash burning complaints were discussed during the June session of the Board of Wood Township Supervisors. The session was held in the municipal ... 
Supervisors hear trash burning issues | Local | huntingdondailynews.com 
Huntingdon Daily News 
The township supervisors urge trash burners to adhere to the ordinance, ... A rural, one-lane roadway, leading from Wood to near the top of ...
RAWSEP View: In Pennsylvania, trash burning produces pollution.
Wood hears burning complaints | | bedfordgazette.com 
Bedford Gazette 
The township supervisors urge trash burners to adhere to the ordinance, be careful when burning and be courteous to the neighbors who may have health ...

Possible Dementia & PM 2.5

Protected: In Appreciation of AGU's Outstanding Reviewers of 2021 - Eos.org 
Eos.org 
By James H. Williams et al. HOT ARTICLE GeoHealth · “Nationwide and Regional PM2.5-Related Air Quality Health Benefits from the Removal of Energy- ...
RAWSEP View: Quantifying the Health Benefits of a U.S. Clean Energy Transition    Eliminating energy-related air pollution in the United States could prevent roughly 50,000 premature deaths and save billions of dollars per year.  RAWSEP View: This article mentions PM 2.5 but does not mention wood burning. The article states “Fine particulate matter (PM2.5) is one of the biggest health risks to communities living in highly polluted areas. Chronic exposure to PM2.5 can lead to a wide range of health problems, including respiratory infections, cancer, heart disease, stroke, and possibly dementia. These health problems often disproportionately affect the most vulnerable communities.”

PM 2.5 & COVID 19
	Air pollution exposure may affect COVID-19 severity, mortality - Healio 
Healio 
Average 1-year PM2.5 and 1-month NO2 exposures were associated with severity of COVID-19 infection after adjusting for socio-characteristics and ...
RAWSEP View: Study shows PM 2.5 increases severity of COVID 19.

PM 2.5 & High Blood Sugar

Is Altai Balance Supplement Got Top Rated Badge to Support Healthy Blood Sugar Level ... 
Maryland Reporter 
One of the things that can cause it is PM 2.5 particles. High blood sugar and other disorders have been linked to air pollution, ...
RAWSEP View: PM 2.5 is linked to high blood sugar, according to a supplement ad.

	PM 2.5 & Ischemic Heart Disease

World Environment Day 2022: Climate change resulted in higher incidence of ischemic ... 
News9 Live 
The major health-damaging pollutants as per WHO guidelines are PM 2.5, ... These particulate matter can induce inflammation in the respiratory ...
RAWSEP View: From the article: “The major health-damaging pollutants as per WHO guidelines are PM 2.5, (list continues). The toxic effects of these pollutants have been demonstrated in many organs of the body. Dr Kumar said, "The most common and notable diseases caused by air pollution are ischemic heart disease, stroke, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), lung cancer and acute respiratory infections in children."

https://www.news9live.com/health/world-environment-day-2022-climate-change-resulted-in-higher-incidence-of-ischemic-heart-disease-copd-diarrhoea-174464 












	
	


	
	

	
	



