
Dear Minnesota Special Assistant Attorney General Surdo, 

Peter.Surdo@ag.state.mn.us 

Dr. Anthony Fauci’s innovation of “Parallel Track” in 1989 A1)allowed human use of the drug AZT in AIDS 

drugs Clinical Trials and at the same time A2)allowed human use of the drug Ganciclovir to counteract 

side effects of AZT causing human blindness. Doctor Fauci’s “Parallel Track” could be a template for 

Indoor Residential Wood Burning Stove “Parallel Track” in 2023 for B1)allowed human use of indoor 

residential wood burning stoves after certification as “safe” by the EPA using current emission limits of 2 

grams PM2.5 per hour (National Stationary Performance Standards for Wood Stove Certification (NSPS) 

2020 emission limits for cord wood) (NSPS subject to change in response to threatened lawsuit by 10 

Assistant Attorney Generals in August 2023, because of what the Office of the Inspector General (OIG) in 

his February 2023 report stated was a “flawed” process of certification allowing loopholes pushed by the 

wood stove industry) at the same time as B2)allowed human use of PurpleAir PM2.5 monitors in the 

yards of near neighbors of indoor residential wood stove users in order to detect PM2.5 above 35 

micrograms per cubic meter average in a 24 hour period (National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

(NAAQS) 2023 limit)(Citizen Testimony in February 2023 hearings on changing the NAAQS to 25 

micrograms per cubic meter PM2.5 “safe” limit average in a 24 hour period was overwhelmingly in favor 

of the change to a lower 24 hour limit, approximately 250 video commenters to 4 video commenters  

over a 4 day period of hearings).The reason for AIDS AZT and Ganciclovir “Parallel Track” in 1989 was 

because AZT helped against AIDS but contributed to development of blindness. That AZT related 

development of blindness could be counteracted by human use of Ganciclovir. The human health 

benefits of allowing deviation from Drug Clinical Trial rules of the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), 

outweighed the costs of breaking an FDA rule. The reason for 2023 Wood Stove Certification “Parallel 

Track” is that indoor residential wood burning contributed to the development of many health problems 

and early deaths, especially to near neighbors of indoor residential wood burners who developed these 

health problems earlier because of hyper-localized proximity to indoor residential wood stove 

emissions. In 1989 the interested parties, primarily gay men with AIDS, (but only citizens, not drug 

vendors not healthcare workers, and not employees of the FDA)  lobbying Dr. Fauci were the early 

victims of AIDS, primarily the gay community. In 2023 the interested parties lobbying the 10 Assistant 

Attorney Generals are the near neighbors of indoor residential wood burners, the early victims of PM2.5 

pollution (Wood burning is 90% PM2.5, particulate pollution of 2.5 micrometer size, the perfect size to 

infiltrate the human lung, setting off a cascade of human health problems and early deaths.) The 2023 

interested parties, primarily near neighbors of indoor residential wood burners, are not usually at the 

table when making decisions that affect adding a “Parallel Track” to what the EPA already does, (near 

neighbors are only citizens, not indoor residential wood stove vendors and not employees of the EPA). 

One response to correspondence only a few weeks ago to one of the Assistant Attorney Generals was 

the Assistant Attorney General advising one citizen that this was a state matter and to ask the state, for 

advice on what to do about the PM2.5 pollution from a neighbor’s indoor residential wood burning 

using an EPA certified wood stove. The state response recently to this one citizen of a state is 

indifference with no helpful information provided except referral to the EPA website. The response from 

municipalities and local Health departments to this one citizen is indifference, also. A vote of a 

Wisconsin Conservation Congress by citizens this Spring was affirmative on the referendum question of 

whether the State of Wisconsin should hand out free PurpleAir PM2.5 monitors to citizen who are near 

neighbors of indoor residential wood burners emitting PM2.5 that enters the yards and infiltrates the 

homes of near neighbors, requiring the near neighbors to stay out of their yards in their sealed homes 



and to use air purifiers constantly. The referendum was advisory to the Wisconsin Legislature only, and 

no Wisconsin legislation on the matter has yet been enacted. Some of those near neighbors now work 

at home, and in addition to this wood smoke causing health problems, indoor residential wood burning 

interferes with near neighbor’s ability to work and earn a living. Why PurpleAir PM2.5 monitors? 

PurpleAir PM2.5 monitors are already the citizen-scientist PM2.5 monitors used alongside EPA $100,000 

PM2.5 monitors on U S E P A Airnow Maps of Smoke and Fire, correlated to EPA monitors with a simple 

mathematical formula. Why rely on laser $249 PM2.5 monitors, rather than $100,000 EPA PM2.5 

monitors?  $100,000 EPA PM2.5 monitors weigh PM2.5 to determine if it is gravel or wood density 

before delivering data an hour after PM2.5 is collected. PurpleAir monitors deliver data counts of PM2.5 

particles every 10 minutes. PurpleAir PM2.5 monitors are located in near neighbors yards so the odds 

that they are measuring PM2.5 of wood density are high. Nevertheless, the PurpleAir monitors are 

correlated with EPA $100,000 monitors, whether they are handed out by the government or bought by 

near neighbors for $249, and the data from PurpleAir monitors on the PurpleAir online map and the U S 

AirNow Maps of Smoke and Fire are reliable, and have been relied on most recently during the incursion 

of Canadian wildfire into many United States. If a human being is running a temperature, it is a good 

idea to have a thermometer at home so that if a reading of 104 happens, the patient can go to the 

hospital and have their temperature tested by some expensive and probably unnecessarily accurate to 

the 4th decimal hospital thermometer. Readings showing accurate and timely PM2.5 levels pinpointing 

the indoor residential wood burning source are only possible using hyper-localized monitors. $100,000 

EPA monitors are usually located near industrial sites, measuring both PM2.5 of gravel density from 

construction and PM2.5 of wood density from other industrial emissions such as those from Coal and 

Biomass Plants (although wood burning emissions at Biomass Wood Burning Plants are not counted 

toward Climate Goals). Because state and local governments look to the Federal Government’s 

Environmental Protection Agency to set air quality standards and to set methods of air quality 

regulation, the “Parallel Track” of certifying wood stoves at the same time as handing out PurpleAir 

PM2.5 monitors to near neighbors of indoor residential wood burners who complain of pollution 

entering their yards and infiltrating their homes needs to come from the Federal Government. The 

Federal Government’s National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) initiated “Parallel 

Track” in 1989. PM2.5 pollution is a “carrier” of disease, it has been reported this month in 2023, not 

exactly infectious disease in the normal sense, but one example recently is that PM2.5 increases 

antibiotic resistance. Antibiotics against infectious disease will not work as effectively if the pollution 

from indoor residential wood burning is allowed to continue unregulated by PM2.5 monitors in the 

yards of complaining near neighbors, the “canaries in a coal mine” of pollution that causes human 

disease, and also contributes to hastening climate change. You Assistant Attorney Generals, Deputy 

Attorney Generals and General Counsel have, by threatening this lawsuit against an Agency of the 

Federal Government, made near neighbors of polluting indoor residential wood burners your 

constituents. Please act both to sue the EPA if they do not act in a timely manner by C1)changing to 

lower pollution limits allowed for indoor wood stove emissions and C2)asking an agency of the Federal 

Government concerned with human health, such as NIAID, to act from the top, from the Federal 

Government, to hand out PM2.5 PurpleAir monitors to any citizen near neighbor of an indoor residential 

wood burner who complains of polluting wood smoke entering their yards and infiltrating their homes. 

Thank you, 


