
Episode 56JX October 16, 2023. A popular Home Improvement Specialist’s website votes thumbs down on fire pits. 
 
5 Reasons Why Backyard Fire Pits Are Overrated, According to a Home and Garden Editor  Bob Vila  Some fire pit 
proponents even claim that the smoke deters mosquitoes. That's all I needed to hear before purchasing a portable, 
wood-burning fire pit. https://www.bobvila.com/articles/backyard-fire-pits-are-overrated/m 5 Reasons Why Backyard 
Fire Pits Are Overrated, According to a Home and Garden Editor What’s not to love about the ever-popular outdoor 
living centerpiece? Oh, let me tell you. October 16, 2023. Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and 
relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates, a non-profit organization. there are several cons I 
wish I’d considered. 1) Fire pits are not healthy. Fresh air is a necessity for my physical and mental well-being, and I 
assumed I’d get more of it if I had a relaxing fire feature to draw me outdoors. But the first time I used it, that fantasy 
went up in smoke—literally. Noxious fumes instantly hit me in the face. Sure, I was able to move my chair to get out of 
the direct path of the smoke…until the wind shifted and I had to move again. Talk about a buzzkill. Even when burning 
properly seasoned wood, fire pits can produce unhealthy amounts of air pollution. According to the EPA, particulate 
matter in wood smoke can cause adverse effects on human cardiovascular and respiratory systems, especially for people 
with existing heart or lung disease. A recent survey conducted by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency revealed that 
more than 50 percent of fine particle emissions in my state come from residential wood combustion. The survey also 
cited recreational fire pits as the most common type of wood-burning equipment used by households like mine. After a 
summer filled with air quality warnings in the Upper Midwest, the least I can do to help alleviate the growing pollution 
problem is to stop burning wood in my backyard. Note: Gas fire pits, like this highly rated option recommended by Bob 
Vila’s team of lawn and garden experts, burn cleaner fuel and emit less particulate matter into the atmosphere than 
their wood-burning counterparts. RELATED: Fire Pit Safety: 13 Rules to Remember 2) They don’t deter mosquitoes. 
RELATED: How to Get Rid of Mosquitoes Naturally: Our 15 Best Tips 3) Backyard fire pits stink. RELATED: The Best Air 
Purifiers for Smoke 4) Burning stuff isn’t neighborly. Like most homeowners, I want to keep a mutually respectful 
relationship with my neighbors. It wasn’t until I purchased and used my wood-burning fire pit that I realized just how 
annoying and downright dangerous it could be to those that live around me. The air pollution alone can harm neighbors 
with health conditions like asthma; and it goes without saying that kids can get burned if not constantly monitored 
around the flames and hot coals. Nearby property is always at risk when using a fire pit, but especially during times of 
drought. Even firewood supplies can cause problems. For example, the invasive emerald ash borer has destroyed many 
mature trees in my neighborhood. According to the University of Minnesota Extension, transporting infested firewood 
has led to its accelerated spread. RELATED: 12 Things You Don’t Realize Are Annoying Your Neighbors 5) They damage 
lawns. 
California Dennis Mattinson's Weather - October 16, 2023 - Sierra Wave  He specialized in the monitoring, measurement 
and movement of particulate matter 2.5 and 10 microns in size (known as PM-2.5 and PM-10). He also   
California, Lake County Wildfire smoke leaves harmful gases in floors and walls − air purifiers aren't enough, new    
Lake County News  In CASA, we studied what happens when pollutants and chemicals get inside our homes – pesticides, 
smog and even wood smoke. CSU Natural Sciences. Hawaii, Kula Preliminary Kula ash samples show elevated levels of 
toxic substances  Hawaii State Department of Health - Hawaii.gov  DOH continues to install additional PM2.5 continuous 
air monitors. PM 2.5 is particulate matter that is 0.0025 millimeters and smaller in size (about   United State Some Good 
News for Consumers on Heating Costs: The Kiplinger Letter  Wood Burning Stove vs Central Heating: Which is Cheaper? 
Ways to Lower Your Heating Costs · Jim Patterson. Social Links Navigation. India, Delhi Air quality dips to 'poor' category 
in Delhi - Daijiworld.com  However, PM 2.5 stood at 176 "moderate category", according to data from the System of Air 
Quality and Weather Forecasting And Research (SAFAR). India, Delhi Delhi-NCR weather: Noida's air quality dips to 'poor' 
category, AQI stands at 204  India TV News  According to the System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting And 
Research, Safar-India, the current PM 2.5 concentration in Noida was 5.2 times   India, Mumbai Mumbai: Air quality in 
`moderate` category, AQI at 169 - MSN  In Navi Mumbai, PM 2.5 stands out as the primary pollutant. The Maharashtra 
Pollution Control Board (MPCB) disclosed that Siddarth Nagar in Worli,   India, Noida Noida's air quality recorded in 'poor 
'category' | Zee Business  Noida AQI level today: According to the System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting And 
Research, Safar-India, the current PM 2.5 concentration   Singapore Haze Situation Update (16 October 2023) | - 
Meteorological Service Singapore  As at 6pm, the 1-hr PM2.5 concentration readings were 13-31 µg/m3, in Band I 
(Normal), and the 24-hr PSI was 54-72, in the Moderate range. Update   PM2.5 & Diabetes Air pollution: Study finds link 
between diabetes and PM 2.5; experts call for more details  News9live  AIIMS Delhi and Chennai found link between PM 
2.5 and diabetes. As per the author of the study, controlling air pollution can also help in    

https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.bobvila.com/articles/backyard-fire-pits-are-overrated/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAioUMTM3MTU3NTUxMzUwMzYyNjQ4ODQyGmE5MzhlM2U0Y2Q5NjFjMTg6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AOvVaw02zXq4HYi2VWGZBCEGGEh6
https://www.bobvila.com/articles/backyard-fire-pits-are-overrated/m
https://www.epa.gov/burnwise/backyard-recreational-fires
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/aq-ei4-48.pdf
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/151468/smoke-blankets-the-upper-midwest#:~:text=Smoke%20from%20intense%20wildland%20fires,and%20across%20several%20U.S.%20states.
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B073SMX1TC/?tag=bv-news-cons-of-fire-pits-20&asc_source=browser&asc_refurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bobvila.com%2Farticles%2Fbackyard-fire-pits-are-overrated&ascsubtag=0000BV0000293149O1536070420231016211617%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20
https://www.bobvila.com/articles/fire-pit-safety/
https://www.bobvila.com/articles/how-to-get-rid-of-mosquitoes-naturally/
https://www.bobvila.com/articles/best-air-purifier-for-smoke/
https://www.bobvila.com/articles/best-air-purifier-for-smoke/
https://www.bobvila.com/articles/heat-treated-firewood/
https://extension.umn.edu/tree-and-shrub-insects/emerald-ash-borers
https://www.bobvila.com/slideshow/12-things-you-don-t-realize-are-annoying-your-neighbors-52007
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://sierrawave.net/dennis-mattinsons-weather-october-16-2023/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBCoTODMzMTQ0MDM0MjU4NDE2MjI5NTIaYjU2YjZlOTYxZWRmNTZlYjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw1folllcEf2C_7u1pwZofcI
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.lakeconews.com/news/76903-wildfire-smoke-leaves-harmful-gases-in-floors-and-walls-air-purifiers-aren-t-enough-new-study-shows-but-you-can-clean-it-up&ct=ga&cd=CAEYASoUMTU2NzM4NDA5NDc2NDAxNTUwOTQyGjA2ZjZiN2Y4NDMzNDdlOTM6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AOvVaw0NOuLFzCfgDXJ8B9WUpYpZ
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://health.hawaii.gov/news/newsroom/preliminary-kula-ash-samples-show-elevated-levels-of-toxic-substances/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYASoTODMzMTQ0MDM0MjU4NDE2MjI5NTIaYjU2YjZlOTYxZWRmNTZlYjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw16SIovdngCJ8sUCilX0W9j
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://health.hawaii.gov/news/newsroom/preliminary-kula-ash-samples-show-elevated-levels-of-toxic-substances/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYASoTODMzMTQ0MDM0MjU4NDE2MjI5NTIaYjU2YjZlOTYxZWRmNTZlYjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw16SIovdngCJ8sUCilX0W9j
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.kiplinger.com/personal-finance/home-savings/good-news-for-consumers-heating-costs-the-kiplinger-letter&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBioUMTM3MTU3NTUxMzUwMzYyNjQ4ODQyGmE5MzhlM2U0Y2Q5NjFjMTg6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AOvVaw1pPMkrioyeus4A5JlziqoM
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.kiplinger.com/personal-finance/home-savings/good-news-for-consumers-heating-costs-the-kiplinger-letter&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBioUMTM3MTU3NTUxMzUwMzYyNjQ4ODQyGmE5MzhlM2U0Y2Q5NjFjMTg6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AOvVaw1pPMkrioyeus4A5JlziqoM
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay%3FnewsID%3D1130800&ct=ga&cd=CAEYByoTODMzMTQ0MDM0MjU4NDE2MjI5NTIaYjU2YjZlOTYxZWRmNTZlYjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw2JkcEPSuTGnMs-r3RtWvEu
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay%3FnewsID%3D1130800&ct=ga&cd=CAEYByoTODMzMTQ0MDM0MjU4NDE2MjI5NTIaYjU2YjZlOTYxZWRmNTZlYjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw2JkcEPSuTGnMs-r3RtWvEu
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india/delhi-ncr-weather-air-quality-poor-category-aqi-safar-noida-gurugram-imd-predictions-latest-updates-2023-10-16-898020&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBioTODMzMTQ0MDM0MjU4NDE2MjI5NTIaYjU2YjZlOTYxZWRmNTZlYjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw1gMGb0aZYDT4cwIKWYQk3-
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india/delhi-ncr-weather-air-quality-poor-category-aqi-safar-noida-gurugram-imd-predictions-latest-updates-2023-10-16-898020&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBioTODMzMTQ0MDM0MjU4NDE2MjI5NTIaYjU2YjZlOTYxZWRmNTZlYjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw1gMGb0aZYDT4cwIKWYQk3-
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/India/mumbai-air-quality-in-moderate-category-aqi-at-169/ar-AA1igu9h%3Focid%3Dweather-verthp-feeds&ct=ga&cd=CAEYCSoTODMzMTQ0MDM0MjU4NDE2MjI5NTIaYjU2YjZlOTYxZWRmNTZlYjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw1cRN21OfscSHH-ceieACRQ
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/India/mumbai-air-quality-in-moderate-category-aqi-at-169/ar-AA1igu9h%3Focid%3Dweather-verthp-feeds&ct=ga&cd=CAEYCSoTODMzMTQ0MDM0MjU4NDE2MjI5NTIaYjU2YjZlOTYxZWRmNTZlYjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw1cRN21OfscSHH-ceieACRQ
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.zeebiz.com/india/news-noida-aqi-today-now-air-quality-level-recorded-in-poor-category-259695&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAyoTODMzMTQ0MDM0MjU4NDE2MjI5NTIaYjU2YjZlOTYxZWRmNTZlYjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw21W_an1t9IQFJO1koog1IL
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.zeebiz.com/india/news-noida-aqi-today-now-air-quality-level-recorded-in-poor-category-259695&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAyoTODMzMTQ0MDM0MjU4NDE2MjI5NTIaYjU2YjZlOTYxZWRmNTZlYjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw21W_an1t9IQFJO1koog1IL
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://www.weather.gov.sg/fwo-haze-situation-update-16-october-2023/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBSoTODMzMTQ0MDM0MjU4NDE2MjI5NTIaYjU2YjZlOTYxZWRmNTZlYjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw1vGyORCnDECXIjdr0zHSwA
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://www.weather.gov.sg/fwo-haze-situation-update-16-october-2023/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBSoTODMzMTQ0MDM0MjU4NDE2MjI5NTIaYjU2YjZlOTYxZWRmNTZlYjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw1vGyORCnDECXIjdr0zHSwA
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.news9live.com/health/health-conditions/air-pollution-study-finds-link-between-diabetes-and-pm-2-5-experts-call-for-more-details-2321708&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoTODMzMTQ0MDM0MjU4NDE2MjI5NTIaYjU2YjZlOTYxZWRmNTZlYjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw3lQX5Hdp8-NT0TjmDgNJxu
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.news9live.com/health/health-conditions/air-pollution-study-finds-link-between-diabetes-and-pm-2-5-experts-call-for-more-details-2321708&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoTODMzMTQ0MDM0MjU4NDE2MjI5NTIaYjU2YjZlOTYxZWRmNTZlYjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AOvVaw3lQX5Hdp8-NT0TjmDgNJxu


 
 

 
 

https://empire-s3-production.bobvila.com/articles/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/iStock-805034036-four-adults-sit-around-a-backyard-fire-pit-with-an-emoji-thumbs-down-overlayed.jpg
https://empire-s3-production.bobvila.com/articles/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/iStock-875437564-man-sits-next-to-a-fier-pit-and-grimaces-at-the-smoke.jpg

