
Episode 56TM April 29, 2024. American Lung Association State of the Air, PM2.5 statistics. 
 
In Episode 56TM, American Lung Association (annual) State of the Air, PM2.5 statistics. 1)By Municipality, 
1a)Worst Air, and 1b)Best Air. 1st column is by year round particle pollution, column 2 is by short term particle 
pollution. 2)By State, Worst to Best, see ALA website for this information on their United States Map. 3)For 
Wisconsin as an example, 27 out of 72 Counties compared. Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and 
relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates, a 501c3 nonprofit organization. 
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/most-polluted-cities  Select on a city name to view the rankings 
for your city, a chart of the trends for ozone and year-round particle levels over time, and information about how 
many residents are in each of the groups most at risk from air pollution. Note that some cities rank high on one list 
and don’t show up on other lists because of the differences in their pollution problems. Each city includes all the 
counties that form the economic and transportation network that makes up the metropolitan area as defined by 
the federal government. 
1a)Municipality List of Worst 
By Year Round Particle Pollution By Short-Term Particle Pollution  
#1: Bakersfield, CA 
#2: Visalia, CA 
#3: Fresno-Madera-Hanford, CA 
#4: Eugene-Springfield, OR 
#5: San Jose-San Francisco-Oakland, CA 
#6: Los Angeles-Long Beach, CA 
#7: Sacramento-Roseville, CA 
#8: Medford-Grants Pass, OR 
#9: Phoenix-Mesa, AZ 
#10: Fairbanks, AK 
#11: Indianapolis-Carmel-Muncie, IN 
#12: Yakima, WA 
#13: Detroit-Warren-Ann Arbor, MI 
#14: Chico, CA 
#16: Houston-The Woodlands, TX 
#17: El Centro, CA 
#18: Reno-Carson City-Fernley, NV 
#19: Pittsburgh-New Castle-Weirton, PA-OH-WV 
#20: Kansas City-Overland Park-Kansas City, MO-KS 
#20: Las Vegas-Henderson, NV 
#22: Chicago-Naperville, IL-IN-WI 
#22: Cincinnati-Wilmington-Maysville, OH-KY-IN 
#24: Augusta-Richmond County, GA-SC 
#25: Corpus Christi-Kingsville-Alice, TX 
#25: Oklahoma City-Shawnee, OK 

#1: Bakersfield, CA 
#2: Fresno-Madera-Hanford, CA 
#3: Fairbanks, AK 
#4: Eugene-Springfield, OR 
#5: Visalia, CA 
#6: Reno-Carson City-Fernley, NV 
#7: San Jose-San Francisco-Oakland, CA 
#8: Redding-Red Bluff, CA 
#9: Sacramento-Roseville, CA 
#10: Chico, CA 
#11: Los Angeles-Long Beach, CA 
#12: Yakima, WA 
#13: Seattle-Tacoma, WA 
#14: Missoula, MT 
#16: Phoenix-Mesa, AZ 
#17: Boise City-Mountain Home-Ontario, ID-OR 
#18: San Diego-Chula Vista-Carlsbad, CA 
#19: Salt Lake City-Provo-Orem, UT 
#20: Denver-Aurora, CO 
#21: Logan, UT-ID 
#21: Portland-Vancouver-Salem, OR-WA 
#23: Las Vegas-Henderson, NV 
#24: Fargo-Wahpeton, ND-MN 
#24: Salinas, CA 

 

 
The cities on the lists of the cleanest for ozone and short-term particle pollution are not ranked because all the 
cities earned the same scores. The cities on the list of the cleanest for year-round particle pollution levels are 
ranked by their average levels of particles, as calculated by EPA. Note that some cities are clean for one category 
but not for others.  
1b)Municipality Best to Worst.Top 25 Cleanest U.S. Cities by Year-
round Particle Pollution 

Cleanest U.S. Cities by Short-term Particle 
Pollution 

#1: Urban Honolulu, HI 
#2: Casper, WY 
#3: Kahului-Wailuku-Lahaina, HI 
#4: Wilmington, NC 
#5: Bangor, ME 
#6: Cheyenne, WY 

Asheville-Marion-Brevard, NC 
Bangor, ME 
Bloomington-Bedford, IN 
Burlington-Fort Madison-Keokuk, IA-IL-MO 
Cape Coral-Fort Myers-Naples, FL 
Champaign-Urbana, IL 

https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/most-polluted-cities
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/bakersfield-ca.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/visalia-ca.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/fresno-madera-hanford-ca.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/eugene-springfield-or.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/san-jose-san-francisco-oakland-ca.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/los-angeles-long-beach-ca.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/sacramento-roseville-ca.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/medford-grants-pass-or.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/phoenix-mesa-az.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/fairbanks-ak.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/indianapolis-carmel-muncie-in.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/yakima-wa.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/detroit-warren-ann-arbor-mi.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/chico-ca.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/houston-the-woodlands-tx.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/el-centro-ca.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/reno-carson-city-fernley-nv.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/pittsburgh-new-castle-weirton-pa-oh-wv.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/kansas-city-overland-park-kansas-city-mo-ks.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/las-vegas-henderson-nv.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/chicago-naperville-il-in-wi.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/cincinnati-wilmington-maysville-oh-ky-in.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/augusta-richmond-county-ga-sc.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/corpus-christi-kingsville-alice-tx.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/oklahoma-city-shawnee-ok.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/bakersfield-ca.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/fresno-madera-hanford-ca.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/fairbanks-ak.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/eugene-springfield-or.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/visalia-ca.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/reno-carson-city-fernley-nv.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/san-jose-san-francisco-oakland-ca.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/redding-red-bluff-ca.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/sacramento-roseville-ca.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/chico-ca.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/los-angeles-long-beach-ca.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/yakima-wa.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/seattle-tacoma-wa.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/missoula-mt.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/phoenix-mesa-az.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/boise-city-mountain-home-ontario-id-or.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/san-diego-chula-vista-carlsbad-ca.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/salt-lake-city-provo-orem-ut.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/denver-aurora-co.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/logan-ut-id.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/portland-vancouver-salem-or-wa.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/las-vegas-henderson-nv.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/fargo-wahpeton-nd-mn.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/salinas-ca.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/urban-honolulu-hi.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/casper-wy.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/kahului-wailuku-lahaina-hi.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/wilmington-nc.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/bangor-me.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/cheyenne-wy.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/asheville-marion-brevard-nc.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/bangor-me.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/bloomington-bedford-in.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/burlington-fort-madison-keokuk-ia-il-mo.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/cape-coral-fort-myers-naples-fl.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/champaign-urbana-il.html#pm24


#7: Duluth, MN-WI 
#8: Colorado Springs, CO 
#9: Anchorage, AK 
#9: St. George, UT 
#11: Elmira-Corning, NY 
#12: Asheville-Marion-Brevard, NC 
#12: Grand Junction, CO 
#12: Lubbock-Plainview-Levelland, TX 
#12: Saginaw-Midland-Bay City, MI 
#16: Amarillo-Pampa-Borger, TX 
#16: Lynchburg, VA 
#16: Salisbury-Cambridge, MD-DE 
#19: Rochester-Austin, MN 
#20: Greenville-Kinston-Washington, NC 
#20: Syracuse-Auburn, NY 
#22: Grand Island, NE 
#23: Lima-Van Wert-Celina, OH 
#23: Lincoln-Beatrice, NE 

Charlottesville, VA 
Cleveland-Indianola, MS 
College Station-Bryan, TX 
Dayton-Springfield-Kettering, OH 
Erie-Meadville, PA 
Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, AR 
Florence, SC 
Gadsden, AL 
Greenville-Kinston-Washington, NC 
Gulfport-Biloxi, MS 
Harrisonburg-Staunton, VA 
Hickory-Lenoir-Morganton, NC 
Hot Springs-Malvern, AR 
Houma-Thibodaux, LA 
Johnson City-Kingsport-Bristol, TN-VA 
Kahului-Wailuku-Lahaina, HI 
Kokomo-Peru, IN 
Lafayette-West Lafayette-Frankfort, IN 
Lake Charles-Jennings, LA 
Lansing-East Lansing, MI 
Lima-Van Wert-Celina, OH 
Lincoln-Beatrice, NE 
Lynchburg, VA 
Madison-Janesville-Beloit, WI 
Midland-Odessa, TX 
Mobile-Daphne-Fairhope, AL 
Montgomery-Selma-Alexander City, AL 
Morgantown-Fairmont, WV 
New Orleans-Metairie-Hammond, LA-MS 
North Port-Sarasota, FL 
Orlando-Lakeland-Deltona, FL 
Owensboro, KY 
Palm Bay-Melbourne-Titusville, FL 
Parkersburg-Marietta-Vienna, WV-OH 
Pensacola-Ferry Pass, FL-AL 
Ponce-Yauco-Coamo, PR 
Portland-Lewiston-South Portland, ME 
Rochester-Batavia-Seneca Falls, NY 
Rockford-Freeport-Rochelle, IL 
Rocky Mount-Wilson-Roanoke Rapids, NC 
Saginaw-Midland-Bay City, MI 
Salisbury-Cambridge, MD-DE 
San Juan-Bayamón, PR 
Scottsboro-Fort Payne, AL 
Tuscaloosa, AL 
Urban Honolulu, HI 
Virginia Beach-Norfolk, VA-NC 
Waterloo-Cedar Falls, IA 
Wilmington, NC 

 
Within Wisconsin, 27 out of 72 counties could be graded for at least one measure of air quality. 
You can make a difference in the air that you breathe. 
Sign Our Petition Share your story  

https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/duluth-mn-wi.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/colorado-springs-co.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/anchorage-ak.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/st-george-ut.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/elmira-corning-ny.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/asheville-marion-brevard-nc.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/grand-junction-co.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/lubbock-plainview-levelland-tx.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/saginaw-midland-bay-city-mi.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/amarillo-pampa-borger-tx.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/lynchburg-va.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/salisbury-cambridge-md-de.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/rochester-austin-mn.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/greenville-kinston-washington-nc.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/syracuse-auburn-ny.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/grand-island-ne.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/lima-van-wert-celina-oh.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/lincoln-beatrice-ne.html#pmann
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/charlottesville-va.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/cleveland-indianola-ms.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/college-station-bryan-tx.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/dayton-springfield-kettering-oh.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/erie-meadville-pa.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/fayetteville-springdale-rogers-ar.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/florence-sc.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/gadsden-al.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/greenville-kinston-washington-nc.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/gulfport-biloxi-ms.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/harrisonburg-staunton-va.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/hickory-lenoir-morganton-nc.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/hot-springs-malvern-ar.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/houma-thibodaux-la.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/johnson-city-kingsport-bristol-tn-va.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/kahului-wailuku-lahaina-hi.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/kokomo-peru-in.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/lafayette-west-lafayette-frankfort-in.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/lake-charles-jennings-la.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/lansing-east-lansing-mi.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/lima-van-wert-celina-oh.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/lincoln-beatrice-ne.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/lynchburg-va.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/madison-janesville-beloit-wi.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/midland-odessa-tx.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/mobile-daphne-fairhope-al.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/montgomery-selma-alexander-city-al.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/morgantown-fairmont-wv.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/new-orleans-metairie-hammond-la-ms.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/north-port-sarasota-fl.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/orlando-lakeland-deltona-fl.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/owensboro-ky.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/palm-bay-melbourne-titusville-fl.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/parkersburg-marietta-vienna-wv-oh.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/pensacola-ferry-pass-fl-al.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/ponce-yauco-coamo-pr.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/portland-lewiston-south-portland-me.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/rochester-batavia-seneca-falls-ny.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/rockford-freeport-rochelle-il.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/rocky-mount-wilson-roanoke-rapids-nc.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/saginaw-midland-bay-city-mi.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/salisbury-cambridge-md-de.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/san-juan-bayamon-pr.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/scottsboro-fort-payne-al.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/tuscaloosa-al.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/urban-honolulu-hi.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/virginia-beach-norfolk-va-nc.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/waterloo-cedar-falls-ia.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/msas/wilmington-nc.html#pm24
https://www.lung.org/sota-petition
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/share-your-story


 
Related Metropolitan Areas 
High Ozone Days Particle Pollution Populations at Risk  
Wisconsin reports data on 26 out of 72 counties. Counties with no ozone data are not shown. 
Sorted by County 
County Grade Wgt. Avg. Orange Days Red Days Purple Days 
Ashland  B 0.3 1 0 0 
Brown  C 1.0 3 0 0 
Columbia  C 1.3 4 0 0 
Dane  C 1.0 3 0 0 
Dodge  B 0.7 2 0 0 
Door  F 4.0 12 0 0 
Eau Claire  A 0.0 0 0 0 
Fond du Lac  C 1.0 3 0 0 
Forest  A 0.0 0 0 0 
Jefferson  C 1.7 5 0 0 
Kenosha  F 9.0 24 2 0 
Kewaunee  D 2.2 5 1 0 
La Crosse  A 0.0 0 0 0 
Manitowoc  F 4.3 10 2 0 
Marathon  A 0.0 0 0 0 
Milwaukee  F 5.5 15 1 0 
Outagamie  C 1.0 3 0 0 
Ozaukee  F 6.0 15 2 0 
Racine  F 6.7 17 2 0 
Rock  C 1.0 3 0 0 
Sauk  B 0.3 1 0 0 
Sheboygan  F 6.5 15 3 0 
Taylor  A 0.0 0 0 0 
Vilas  A 0.0 0 0 0 
Walworth  D 2.7 8 0 0 
Waukesha  D 2.7 8 0 0 

 

https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/ashland.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/brown.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/columbia.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/dane.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/dodge.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/door.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/eau-claire.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/fond-du-lac.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/forest.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/jefferson.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/kenosha.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/kewaunee.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/la-crosse.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/manitowoc.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/marathon.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/milwaukee.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/outagamie.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/ozaukee.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/racine.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/rock.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/sauk.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/sheboygan.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/taylor.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/vilas.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/walworth.html
https://www.lung.org/research/sota/city-rankings/states/wisconsin/waukesha.html

