Episods SEZLA Ocotobar 29, 2024, Clean Rural Electrification. 24 Empowering Rural Amarica So-Ops

In Episods SEZLA USDA Emposvysring Rural fSoamerica (Meww ERA) Program. Excenpts edited by RAVWSEF for
brewity and clarity and relaticnship to Residentas Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates, a 501c3
nonprofit organization. Transforming Rural Electric Cooperatives. Rural Electric Cooperatives are
mambar-ownad nonprofit utilities that Serve around 12 percent of the nation’'s population Across almost
avary state and owwn 42 percent of America’s Distribution ines. They arse much more carbon inten sive
tham thair utility Counterparts. On Thursday September S5, 2024, President Biden announced 16 rural
elactric cooperatives salected to receive up to $7.3 Billion in clean energy financing. September 5: First
round of the sslected MNew ERA Rural Electric Co-ops. The first round of selscteses and the states they
sarve are as follows:

Allegheny Electric Cooparative Inc., Pennesylvania and MNew lersey

Arizona Elactric Powsar Cooperative, Inc., Arizona, California, Mevada, amnd Mew Me:-:ic-n-l

Basin Elactric Power Cooperative, Montanma, Morth Dakota, and South Dakota

Buckeye Poweer, Inc., Trhio

CORE Elactric Cooperative, Coloraco

Dairylamd Powsar Cooperative, Wisconsin, lowa, Ilinois, and Minnesota

East Kentucky Powsar Cooperative, Kentucky

Golden Walleyw Electric Association, Alaska

Great Rivar Enargy, Minnesota, Morth Dakota, and Wisconsin

Hoosiar Enargy, Indiana and Michigan

Minmkota Power Cooperative, Morth Dakota and Minmnesota

San Miguel Electric Cooperative Inc., Texas

Seminole Electric Cooparative, Inc., Florida

Tri-State Ganaeration and Transmission Association, Inc., Colorado, MMew Mexico, Mebraska, and Wyoming
United Power, Solorsdo

Wolvenme Power Supply Cooparativa, Michigan

Trotober 250 Second Round of Selacted MNew ERA Rural Ele g Co-ops. Six Selacteas.

Connaxus Energy, sarving rural communities in Minnesota and South Dakota,

Central Electric Power Cooperative Inc, serving rural communities in South Carolina,

Foudrs Walley Rural Electric Association Inc., sarving rural communities in Colorado,

Maebraskas Elsctric Ganaration, serving rural communities in Nebraska,

Rayburm Sountry Electric Cooperative serving rural communities in Texass, and

Tampa VWalley Electric Association, serving rural communities in Colorado

Impacts: 24 MNew ERA Co-ops

The Emposwearing Rural America (Mew ERA) program helps rural Americans transition to clean, affordabls,
and reliable enasrgy. By reducing air and water polluticon, Mew ERA funding improves health outcomas and
lowwars enaergy costs for peopls in rural communities. MNMew ERA program funding is available to member-
owened nural elaectric cooperatives, which have besan the backbone of Amearica™s rural povwer delivery for
nearly & century. This $9.7 billion program, which USDS will use to finamnce more than that in loans in
Eramts, is part of the Imflation Reduction Act and represents the largest invastmant in rural electrification
sincs President Franklin Delano Roosewvelt signed thae Rural Electrification Act into Law in 1936,

LSDA is committed to supporting clean ensrgy imsestmeants that reducs pollution, upgrades rural
America’™s power gricd, and delivar on the Biden-Harris administration promise to strengthan Amearnca’™s
aenargy security. Togather, thaess projects will keep electricity costa low for hardworking families, farmers
and small business owners and prevent powsar outages in the facs of extreme weather esacerbatad by tha
climats crisis. Tha Mew ERA project imvestments will strengthan the nation’™s energy indepandance,
create good-paying jokbs, and enhance the resilisncy of our nation’s electric grid. Announcements.
FPrasident's announcameant on Septambear 5, 2024 | Press Aeleasse.. Sacretary’s annmouncamsant on

USDA Empowering Rural America
(New ERA) Program: . aw, smwwag
Transforming Rural Electri 5 _
Cooperatives P

Rural electric cooperatives are member-
owned, nonprofit utilities that serve ~12
percent of the nation's population across
almost every state and own 42 percent
of America’s distribution Iinesb

* They are much more carbon intensive

than their utility counterparts. W\
* On Thursday September 5, 2024, ?‘ ,,‘

President Biden announced 16 rural o
electric cooperatives selected to receive '
up to $7.3 billion in clean energy
financing.

September 5: First Round of
Selected New ERA Rural Electric Co-ops
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Croetober 25, 2024 | Press Releass. . States with Mews ERA Projects | Additional selsctaed FNewe ERO
coappergtives and awasrnds will bBbe mads in the coming months, Acswasrded Recipients

Alleghaeny Elaectric Cooparative, Inc. Thse $20.5 million RMew ERAS grant sward to Sllegheny Electric
Coopeaerative will reducs costs for mrural people across Pennesylvanias while securinge reliabl=s clean energsy.
Throush thhe purchasese of 25-maegswwatts of clesamnm anasrsy. appEroximatsby 220 000 rural houssholods in
Fannsylbwania and Mewe lerssy wwill receive affordabls clean energy thirough Allesheny's 14-masmbar
slactric distribwution cooperativas. RHNot onlly weill The MNaeve ERAS awward loveer costs for rural households=s in
Fennsylvania, but it wall slso maks Allesheny 8 leadar in combating climate changs smnd redscins
polluticm, wwhith owver 20 parcant of ita powewsr comiing from carbon-fres rescurces by 20268 This will mean s
reduction im climats polluticon by mescrky 100,000 sormes annualhy, or thes eguvalent of providing enou sh
slasctricity for maearly 12 000 hormes amnnuallby. This Biden-Harrmi=s Administration RRNewss ERS opportunity o
ime=st in more affordabble, clsam asnaersgsy resourceg wwill maks Allsghasny one of the cleansast, most carlom-
fres gensration and transmuission coeopaeratiees in Aamerncea. "Wa're sacited 1o bbe considered a selescthas for
Fl=we ER&S fumdimg,” said Pennsyleania Rural Electrnc Sasociaticon and Slsghasny Electrno Cooperatnee, lmoo
Fresidamt and CEO Stewese Bram e, “As thhe gensration prowvicdsr for 14 slectric distribution coopaerstices,
Allegheny™s job is o delieser a saafes, reliable, and affordabkble supply of sEnmnsrgy to our mameber systarms amnd
the rural commuumities they serwve. Thiroush the support of FRNewss ERS fundimg, owur propossasd project has the
bEenefit of adding ssro-—smissions rescources to owur Senasration portfolic — wedhile Bbeseping snsergy ocosts dowem
For thass cooparative comurmuniiti=ss""

Dairylamd FPowesr Coopaerastiee. This RMewe ERLS ineestrment wwill be used by Cairyland o procuars 1020
megsreratis of reamnaswwwabkle esnergy thiroough four soclarinstallations amd fowr wind powewer imstasllations ascross
rural porticmns of Wisconsin, lovwa, Minnesota, amnd IWinois. Cairyland’s slsctrnic ratss ars sastimated o bhe
A2 paercent lowwsr ower 10 yesamrs than thaey wwould haws besn wwathout PRMeswee ERS funmdimg, and they plan o
lewvaerags this funding for a total project ineestrment of $2.1 Bilicom. The Dairyland project will slsc incluode a
Farm=er B=n=fit Flamn and Lhnion Engsgs=rmant Plan, swhich the coopaerative wwill deweslop with support frooaom
the Univarsity of Weisconsin-Madisom Clean Energy Cormmurrity Initiatives,. This awward wwill redouacs polloeticon
by an sstimated 2 million tons of gresamhousese sas amnually or 20 miillion tons owver the lifespan of thes
projects. That reduction is the saguivaslent to taking 7259 000 gassoline-powsasred cars off the road ewveaery y==r
From this awsard, the coopaerative s carbbon intensiits wwill redoucs By &5 percent and its ratio of rensvwalblhle
slsctricity will inocreass by 45 perceaent. "Dairyland Powwsr Coopaerativs is honorsd to recsive this RMewee ERLS
Awvard , wwhiich provides Dairylanmnd and owur meaembeer cooperatives withh & treamendous opportuamity o
continue making vital investmeants in essasntial clean energy resources." said airyland Powvesr
Cioopaerative President and CECOD Bremt Ridsge. "Through a carefully cultivated portfolio of renswabhle smaergy
projects, MNewe ERS wwill drive substantial carbon reduction across thhe Dairyland systesm, facilitats naewee
sSconormic Sroweih and job creation, promote enwvircnmental stesvwardship and lowvwer ansrgy costs for raral
and agriculural communitises ™

Hoo=sisr Ensrgy. The MNews ERA investrmeant will be usesd by Hoosier Enasrgy to assist in procunmg 34689
megasweattis of carbhom-free nuclsar smnergy and 250 magawstts of rensswabhle eanergy annually — through the
restart of Palisadss Muclear Plant and solar ganaration facilities — to seres rural portions of ndisamas amd
IMinci=s. This nearly S675 grant inFrestbomeaent is scpected to create nearky S00 short- and long-term jobs,
provide annual estimated cost sawings of $35 million to Hoosier Energy marmbers, and reducs amnual
carbom amissions by owsr A1 miillion toms — sguivalent to reamowing 8665, 000 sasoclins-poveaer=cd cars =ach
yw=ar. Project labor asgresements haws besasm executed with 15 trads unions to support the restart of the
Falizasdes MHMuclesr Flant. Oncocses fullly opergtional. Palisadeas will create appEeroximatasly 22325 uaniom jobhs,
rneaearky half of the facility™s workforcs. Hoosiser Energy cormmunnity bensfits to its meambaers will imclods
imnessting in local cooparative commuaniity Eramt program s, incressing imssstrmeeaent and enrollmsasmt in
critical traimninsg amnd safety programis,. Erowing univarsity partmnerships and scholasrshipes, and ecspamnding
highly effective eanergy efficisncy and demand side managasmeant programmiinge for cooperatieve
consumars, farmars and agribusinsss. “"Hoosi=r Ensergy greatly appreciat=ss thhe opportunity o b
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said Hoosier Enargy President & CEO Donna Walker. “If awarded, the Empowvsaring Rural America Mew

ERA& investment will assist Hoosiar Enargy with the continued divarsification of our resourcs portfolio and .

ansurs the maoast effective balancse of reliabls, affordakbkls, sustainable energy for our 18 mmamber OCtOber 25' Second Round Of
cooperatives, their 730,000 membar-consumers, and the communities they sernve. Thsa foous on Selected New ERA

community benefits has significant potential to positively impact the raral lllinois and Indiana arsas .

sarvad by Hoosier Energy as well, helping to advancs workforce readiness and programs that educate Ru ral EIeCtrlc CO'OpS

maembar-consumers, farmers, and agribusiness on what they can do to reduce ensrgy consumption and
sawe momey™
Tri-State Gamaeration and Transmission Association, Inc. Tri-State Generation and Transmission

Six Selectees:

« Cenfral Electric Power Cooperative Inc., South Carolina
Association, Inc. $2.5 billion Mew ERA financing through grants and loans is axpected to reducs

elactricity rates for cooparative mambers by 10 percent by 2034, amassing $430 million i rural
consumsar benaefits ower ten years. Mew ERA funds will finance the purchase of 1,040 magawatts of

« Connexus Energy, Minnesota and South Dakota

+ Nebraska Electric Generation & Transmission Cooperative, Nebraska

renevwable enargy and more thamn 200 megawatts of enargy storage. Mew ERA funds will also help Tri-Stats + Poudre Valley Rural Electric Association Inc, Colorado
refinancse tha retirameant of 1,100 megawatts of praviously and newly announcasd coal-fired anargy + Rayburn Country Electric Cooperative, Texas New ERA Selectees’ Projects: Round 2
genaration. The investments will provide affordable, reliakle, and resilisnt energy to Tri-State's - Yampa Valley Electric Association, Colorado and Wyoming

cooperative members across Arzona, Colorado, Mebraska, Mew Maxico, and Wyoming. This investmeant
wiill reduoucsas climate pollution by mearly 5.8 milllion tons annually. This transformative invcestmeant is
expactad to create owver 2,000 jobs. “"MNMew ERA represents the Largast investmeant in rural electric
coopearatives and the communities thay serve since the Rural Electrification Act of 12368, said Tri-State
Chief Executive Officer Duane Highley. "Wa couldm™ be more excited by this opportunity to leverags Mew
ERA to seree our coopaerative’s membeaers and support our commmunities through unparallsled investments
that achiswe significant greenhousse gas emissions reductions whils maintaining the reliable, affordable
alactricity rural communities count on.”

Wolvenme Power Supply Cooparative. The Mew ERA investmant will be used by Wolverine Powwer
Cooperative to purchases 435 megswatts of clean, carbon-free wholesals eanargy from the Palisades
Muclear Powsar Plant to serva its mamber coopearatives throughout rural Michigan. This naarly $550
miilllion grant will reducs carbon amissions by nearly 2 millon tons annoally, putting the cooperative’s
membars on track to reach 100 percent carbon-free enargy beforse 2030, This proposal will reducs
greanhouse gas pollution by the eguivalant of remowing £4 5, 000 gasoline-powsared cars each year. Tha
restart of Falisades Nuclear Flant, a historic first for the United States, will restore and maintain a safe,
highly skilled, and weall-compensated workforce of @00 full-time employess, including nearly 250 umion
positions. In addition, Holtac signed a Projact Labor Agreement with mmore than 15 skilled trades unions
for tha restart project. Wobsarimae"s Community Bansefits Plan includes masaningful support for key
inftiatives such as lovw-incoms community solar, skilled trades training, agricultural imreestments, and
anargy efficiency programs, which will bensfit membears and the commuonities Wolvaerine servas for
decadas to come.

"The Mew ERA grant opportunity inspired Wolverine to think big about decarbonization,” said Wolverine's
Frasident and CTEC Eric Baker. "The powwer purchass agresemeaent, essential for the historic restart of ths
Falisades plant, anables us to achiswe two critical goals: protecting Michigan's slectric reliability and
adwvancing decarbonization.™

Selacted Recipient=z. The followwing entities hawe made it past the compeatitive stage of the MNew ERA
program and ars mowsy inm the undarwriting process to receive an awsrd.

Arizoma Electric Powsar Coopaerative, Inc. The Mew ERA investment will be used for Arizona Electric
Cooperative and its cooperative and public povwer members to transform thair powear portfolios with
large-scala investments in renswable poveear, including 730 megawatts solar, 2,97 0-megawatt hours of
battery enasrgy storags, amnd 70 megawatts of wind throughout Arizona and the Southwwest. Thesse projects
wiill reducs polluticon by mors than 1 million tons in carbon dioxide emiasions — morse than 70 percent total
reduction —without sacrificing elactricity reliakility or affordability. This proposal will reduce gresnhouse
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sase poliutiocon by an squivalent of 425 000 gsaeocline-poweasrnasod cars ammually. Mews community bemaefit
program s will sxpand comnsumear-Dased energy efficieancy and carbomn redocticon sfforts im raral
chormmunities and establish agrieoltaic asdoucational programs so farmears can also enefit from cl=amn
anargy projects. Lilttimately, thas projects will enable owver $32 billion of investmeant, enaefiting
Aapproimatesly A0 electric coopasrativaes and public powveer otilities across the Southwws=sst. This imneestrmeEnt
weill sl=o create appEroximatsly SO0 meve jobhs durnimg constrnaction, and 30 mew lomg-term jobs through local
weorksr retraining and by establishineg a renewvabls jobs Apprenticeship Programnm with thae Imtermastiomsl
Broth=rhood of Electrical Workers and local comamumiity coll=ges. "Snzona Electric Powsr Coop-aerative
and its elsctric distribuwution memibbaers play an sssential role in prowviding narmal areas of thse Southwessst,
imcludineg many disadvantag=sd and lows—-incoms cormmuanities, with reliabls, afforcdabls, and responsibl=s
powser amc ensrsgy services,"” said Arnzomna Electric CToopasrativs CSEO Patrick Ledser. “With thes USDET=s
s=upport, the MHNeww ERS Program has created a once-im-a Esensrastion opEortunity, allosanmg AEPCO and its
coopperative and public powvwer mMmeaembasrs to invaest in renaessables sanaergy projsects without sacrificins
reliability or affordakbility of poweer. This funding @il enhbhbancs the mot-for-profit democratic comrmumirtsy—
based coopaerative maoadeael and will prowvide stabls and long-t=rm benefits for our narall communiities for
wEars o oo

Basim Elsctric Poweer Coopaeratieve. With this funding, Ba=sin Electric Powesr Coopaergative wwill procurs Both
Aadditional renswvwable snsrgy senaeration and samhance exasting coopaerative-owned renswabhle asssasts
serhich are expactad to total owsr 1 400 masgaswwatts across Momtana, MNMorth Cakots, and Sowuth Cakots.
These projects will create short and lomg-term jobs, reducese carlom asmissions, and provide estimated
cost beneaefits of ower SA400 million to Basin Electric Power S oopaerative meambers ower the life of thee Paws
ERA program . This selaectes wwhill reducs sresenhouss gas pollution by an estirmated 2.2 millicon tons
annually, the sguivalent of remowins S22 000 sascline-powwsasrad cars ammually. & mews Cormrmurity
Baen=fits Program will focus om svorkforce dewveloprmeant, agrncultural sustainakility, and community safatye.
"Renewable seneration is a key portiocomn of our balanceaed appproasch o resource developrment, and wwe ook
Formerard o adding additional reneswvsalble seneration to owur portfolio imn paronaership svith RS amnd owur
cormirmuniities throogh thes MNewses ERA program:,” said Basim El=ectiric Poswser S oopaerative S ECO and SGaemnerasl
FMamnasgasr Todd Brickhouse.

Buckaye Powear, Inc. Buckeye Powssr will usese the RMeawe ERS invastmant o deploy up 1o 36 meagaseatts of
remnewsallle ansrgy and BD megaswatts of anergy storage gaocrnoss muaral Ohic i conjunction with the expaected
closurs of Linit 2 opasrations at the coal-fired, lefferson County-basasd Cardinal SGemnaerstimg Scation.
Buckasye anticipates this will lowesr pollotiocon amnd its carkon footprimt by 1.2 miillison tomes annually smcd
Lowsr=r the powser genasration rsates paid by mearmbbers into the futurs. This propossl will reduce greasnhousese
sase poliution by the eguivalant of S40, 000 gasolinse-poweared cars anmnually. “Buchkeyws Powesr willl use the
Pl ERA funds o deployw 368 megaswsatts of renswable emnergy and E0-magsweewatt hour of ensregy storages
|across rnaral Crhdo, im comjumoctiomn wwith closurs of Cardinal Uniie 3.7 said Buckeye Powsr President amd CSEO
Patrick ' Loughlim. “Wie anticipate this wwill further loveaers our carlbom footprint by 105 miillion tons amnmua Uy
and reducs poswseesr geEnaeration rates paicd Dy owur marmbers inmto the futurs—all whils supportimg our
chormmiiirmeaent o prowvid e reliabls, affordabls emeironmeantally responsible elsectricity o cooperstnee
mermbars""

Caemtral Electric Powsr Cooperative oo, This MNews ERA investment will e ussd by Sentral Electric Powesr
Cooperative, Imc. o procurs ower 545 mesgawatts of nooclsar and solar enaergy i rurasl South Sarolimna. It
weill sl=o includ e the procurerment of 150 megasssatts of battery energy storaeEs o saerve Saentral Electric™s
coopEerative meamibsrs. Thease projects will gamnasrate anoush slectricity o posssassr rmors than 788 000
homes and reduces careon emissions by ower 2.2 milllicon tons sasach year, ths asguivalent to rermosins

A80 . 000 gascolime-powvweaern=sd cars,. annuasllby, Central Electric Power Coopasrative, Imnc's MNewss ERAS fund = wwill
e ua=sd o reduce mMmeaemibbar collections, resulting imn am annual sawvings of S23.8 millicon from 2025 o 2033
or neasrky 1.5%0. "South Tarolimna has to producs mors posysr o acocomnmiicsecad sts its explosive

Eroweth” said CTentral Electric Powesr S ooparative SEOD Robh Hochstetler, " This fedearal fundimg haelljps as
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meet thioss neseds in a way that produces less carkon emissions whils holding energy costs as low as
possible for our consumearrs.”™
Connaxus Energy. This Mew ERA investmant will ba used by Commexus Energy, Minnesota's largest
elactric cooperative, to procure owvar 227 magawatts of renawable resources including hydro, solar, amd
weind energy and purchass 20 megawatts of battery eanergy storags inm rural areas of Minnesota and South
Dakota. These projects will powsar naarly 820,000 homes annually. Through thesse projects, Conmnexus
Energy will creats up to 370 short and lLong-term jobs, stabkilize costs to rural cooperative membsasrs, and
reduce carbon emissions by over 1.7 million tons sach year. Thesse projacts will reduce greeanhouse gas
polluticon eguivalent to 250,000 gasoline-powearaed cars amnnually. The Mew ERA program is designed o
meest Sonnexus Energy’'s long-term powwer supply nesds and reducs costs by invasting in the local
distribution grid, while complying with Minnesota's 100% carbon-fres mandate. Thess projects, which
are included in Connesus Energy’s 10-year rezourcs plan, ars expected to lowear meambers” powesr supply
costs by 25% ower the naext 20 yvears, creating significant savings. These programa wwill not only enhance
affordability but also ensure a more sustainable ensrgy future for its Mmambers. “As 8 New ERA sslectes,
Connaxus Energy is excited about the potential impact to our mambership,” said Connexus Emergy
Interim Co-SEOD"s Yan Paul Martinez and Brian Burandt. "If awarded, the Maw ERA investments will
substantially benefit our 145,000 mambers on the pathwway o decarbonizing our power supply portfolio
wihile maintaining affordability and alignment with our board-approved Resourcas Plan. We look forwward
to wworking with the USDA in making these invaestments happan to bensfit our mambership and the
communities where these projects will be developed.”

CORE Elsctric Cooperative. This MNew ERA investment will be usad for CORE Electric Cooperative to
procure ranswable energy sourceas in the form of wind, solar, and batternss through sewvaral powsar
purchass agresameants in rural portions of Colorado. The initiatives are expected to create new short- and
Llong-term jobs, lowsar costs for members, and reduce pollution in support of Colorado™s net zero
amissions goals. This proposal will recducs greenhouss gas pollution by an estimated 321,000 gasoline-
poweered cars annually. "This Empowwering Rural America MNew ERA investment will b= used for CSORE
Electric Cooperative to procure approximately 550 megawatts of new wind and solar remewable enaergy. It
wiill al=o alloww CORE to invest in enargy reliability through roughly 100 magawatts of energy storags,”
=aid CORE Electric Cooperative CEDO Pam Feuerstein. "Thase efforts are estimated to provide mors thamn
1.9 milliom MWhHh of GHG-free energy annually, create new short and lomg-term jobs, reduce costs for
membar-ownars, and help meeset Colorado’s clean energy gocals.™

East Kentucky Power Cooparative. Thia Mew ERA investmeant will be used for East Kentucky Power
Cooparative to construct or procure 757 megawatts of renewable enargy for rural portions of Kentucky, as
wall as improws the regional transmission grid to support renswable projects and increase sanergy
afficiency. These efforts also will reduce pollution — including carbon dioxide emissions - by ower

2.3 milliom tons annually, the eaquivalent of avoiding the pollution from 554,000 gasolime-poweared cars
annually. “Mew ERA funding will help EEPC cost-effectively lowsar the carbon intensity of the alectricity it
genarates for 1.7, million Kentucky residents and thousands of businesses, bolstering our mMission of
prowviding reliable, cost-competitive and sustainable energy for Kentucky,” said East Kentucky Power
Cooperative Prasident and CEO Tony Camphlell.

Golden Yalley Electric Association. This Mew ERA investmant will be used for Goldan Yalley Electric to
add up to 150 megawatts of renewabls wind eanergy onto their system in Imterior Alaska. It will also
include constructing a battary ensergy storags system and significant transmission infrastrocture to
reliably imterconnect large-scale variable generation onto Alaska™s unigus grid. This investrment will
create up to 300 short- and long-term jobs, stabilize costs to rural cooperative mMmambers, and reducs
carbon amissions by owver 450,000 tons each yaar, which is the equivalent of remowving 170,000 gasoline-
poweared cars annually. Additionally, funds will support the Collective Bargaining Agreement betwsaen
Golden Walley Electric Association and the Intermational Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 1547,
As part of Golden Valley Electric Assocciastion’s Community Banaefit Plan, the projects will increase local

Award: Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc
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Aappraentices, iMmelemeant a job retrainming progranm, and expand edocational opportunitises and
=s=cholarships to divarsify the workforcs., "News ERA prowid es Golden Walleyw Electric the ability 1o sasmhhance
=rid reliakility, create mews jobhs . amd imneest in energy solutions that suppeport long-ternmn resiliencs. The
Funding representas a significant opportunity for us o advance sustainabls projects thhat ssould otharvwise
ot e possibles for our sMmall slscinc cooperstiee, =aid Goldasn Walley Electric Sssociation CEO Travis
FAillicom. “As wee rmosw e foresward im this process, Golden YWalley swwill remainm commiitted to prowviding reliabhl=
and affordable povesr to our mMmermibasrs, and wesrae sscitsd aboout the possibility of comtributins o the
sconommic Sroweth of thhe commuunities swes saree"

Sreat River Ensrsy. This Mew ERA investrmeaent wwhill b= ussad by Grest River Enaergy and its mambhar-owwnmers
o procure 1. 275 megawratos of renesvesble ensrgy across rural portions of Mimnmesota and NMorth Dakota.
Theaesse projects include large-scals wwind samarsy projects, distributed renswable snaergy projects, and
imnnowvative damand side manasgsrmant investrments thast complemsnt thasir e=istins porefolblo. Thasse
imnestrmeants ars sstimated to creaste owvar 1 600 short and long-ternmm jobs, reduce costs against business
A= usual for mMmeaembasrs by S30 millicon om averags annuallby, and readoucse carbon diossicds smissions by ower
S .49 milllicm tons asach y=arr This proposal will reducs greenhbhouss sas pollution at lewvels eguivalsmt bo
Awoiding the pollution fromm 1.2 milllicon gasoalins each year, "COauar consortiom lESid oot sam immoes St e
portfolic of projects and powwernr purchass agresmeaents that will benefit coopasrative meambers across
Flinmegsota " said Graeat Ricer Enaergy Presidamt and CThief Executive Officer Dawid Saggau. “"The projects in
our Fewe ERA proposal will allocwes us to procurs rmeore tham 1,000 megawatos of renswescakb’ls eanasrgy while
creating ower 1,500 new jobs, saving our membaers $30 miillion on awverasge annuaslly, redocing carkbom
dioxide emissions by owver S mMmilllion s and creating a host of bansfits across the communities W=
Eaerws

Flinmkota Powser G oopaerative. This Mawe ERA imnvesomeaent will support Minnkota Powsasr Coopaeratiee's
pursuit of a carbon capture and storasgs project (Project Tundra) as =Ll as the procursmeant of 370
Mmeaegsswatis of wwind enargy im MMorth Dakota. Thass projects w@ill crests hundrasds of short- and long-tenm
jobs, whils prowviding snwircommeantasl bhenaefits to mrnuaral membesr-comnsurmeaers in Minnssots amd RNorth
Dakorta. This propoaosal will reducs greasnhouss sas pollution By 4.3 million tons, the egoivalent pollbuticrm of
A millliom cars egch year, "As ws amnter one of the most transformational pernods in owur indostory's histor,
thae MMewse ERLA progranm reprassnts a positive opportunity for owur membership and mamy others across
rural Somerica.” said Minnkotas President and CECO Mac MoLlLenman., "WWe are grateful to contimnus foresard as
s pursuse development of Project Tundra — a bhold carbon capturs initiativse im MNMorth Dakota — as sl as
the adwancermaent of 270 megawwatts of newe wwind eamaergy resounces im the state. MNewww ERA helps not-fior-
profit coopaeratives ke Minnkotas morns cost-effectively decarbhbomizs posessr suppely portfolios, wwhill=
retaining & relisble and resilisent elasctric grid for the membars sese ssree™

Mebrasks Electric SGE&T - This Mew ERS imnvaestmeant will be used by Maebhbraska Electric G&T (RNEST) o
procure F258  maegaseeattse of wind and solar energy in Cutler, Buart, amd Custer County,. Mebrashka, which camn
supply sl=ctricity o nearkly 170,000 hormes paer year. This imeestrmeent will creaste o o A25 short- and
Llons-t=rm jolbhs, stakilize costs for mnaral coop-aerative meaemibbars, and reduacs carbbon emissions by oweaer 2.2
mMmillliicrn tons pear year. 1This proposal wwill redocs Eresnhouse gas polbution Dy the eguivalant of 282 000D
sascline-pows=srac cars sasch year. ThaS Mews ERLS programnm «wwvill prowvicdse am oppeportumiity for RMESGT to prowicd e
ite meambaers with special patronags retirsemants. It is also projected to reducs wwholasale powveer ratss by
1.5% par yvear ower thha praoject's life. "MRMEST i=s grateful for the invitation samnd sasgerly looks formsssard o
collaborating with thh= Rural Uiilities Sarvics staff,)” said Mebraska Electric’™s Genasral Manmnagsr Darin
EBloormaguist. “Cauar goal is to prowvide, Llowws cost, clean, rensssabhls ensrgy to thes vcvondarful state of Mebhraska
For mMmamy y=gar= o corme™

Foudre Walley FRurasl Elsctric Associstion Imc. This RMaeaww ERA invastmant wwill e used for

Foudrs Wwalley FRural Electric Association Inc (PYREA] 1o procure 108 mesawatts of wwinmd snsrsEsy amcl
construct 5 megswwatts of newe bhattery eanergy storase goross rmuaragl Colorado. Thass projects

il =l poswesr more tham 56,000 homes and businesses. Funds will b used o stabiliz= costs for

New ERA Selectees' Projects




rural elsctric cooperative mambers and reducse carbon emissions by owver 370,000 tons par y=ar, the
aequivalent of remowving 20,000 gasoline-powsred cars, annually. The NMew ERA program provides the
opportunity for PWREA to expand their reanewable energy projects and mast thair commiibment to achiews
BD% carbon-free enaergy by 2030, Additiconally, this imvestment will creats up to 330 short- and long-ternm
jobs and will support Collactive Bargasining Agreameants with Intarnational Brotherhood of Elactrical
Workers Local 111 . &As part of PYREA's Community Benefits Plan, the projects will support the
dewvalopment of apprentice and internship programs. Thesa projects will also create a cleanaer electric
grid providing haealth benefits to rural member-consumers, espaecially for low-incomea families amd
individuals who are disproportionataly affected by climate change. "Tha MMew ERA SGrant fundineg
represents one of thie most significant investmeants inraral Ammerica in the past century, marking a
transformative moment for Poudre VWalley REA and the communities we serva,” said Poudre Wallsy Rural
Elaectric Association’'s President and CEO laff Wadsweorth. “This historic funding esmpowsars us o initiate
legacy projects thiat will benefit our Mmembers for genasrations. Most importantly, it strengthens our
commitment to providing affordable, reliabls powsar while navigating the eanergy transition ™

Rayburn Country Electric Cooparativa. This MMew ERA& invastmant will be used by Rayburn Elactric
Cooperative to construct 1680 meagawatts of new battary energy storags near Trinity Walley Electric
Cooperative’s service area inm Texas, powering nearlky 32,000 homes per year. Raybum's battery energy
storage system will enhancs the resiliencs of the grid by storning excess low-cost solar energy and
distributing it during paak demand hours. This approach ensures that renswable energy is available wihan
it iz neasdaed the most, helping to stabilize the system and reduce reliance on mMmore espansive, mion-
reneweable enargy sources. This investmeant will create up 370 short- and lonmg-term jobs, stabilize costs
for nural cooperative meambers, and reducs carkon emissions by owver 150,000 tons per year, which is the
aequivalent of remowving 32,000 gasoline-powsred cars each year. “Rayburm is honored to receive this
Flewe Era inwvastmant to further the value of our members’ investment im our community,” said Raybuarm
Electric Cooperative's President/ CED Dawvid AL Maylor. " Owvar 575,000 Texans served by our four
distribution cooparative members will penefit from this battary system, in addition to its role in
strengthening the resiliency of thae ERCOT grid.”

San Migusl Electric Cooparative, Inc. This Mew ERA investmeaent will be used for Sam Migusl Electric
Coopearative to procurs 800 megawatts of clean, renewabls energy through solar woltaic panels and a
battaery anergy storagse systam . This system will power 47 counties across rural South Texas, prowviding a
Loww-cost, reliable power supply, and help alleviate systam constraints and ease transmission congestion.
These projects ars estimatad to provide 800 short- and long-term jobs and sawve coop members $1.09
billion ower the 20-year life of the project. 81l this will be sccomplished whils reducing climate pollution
by cwer 1.8 million tons annually. The proposal will remose 446,000 gasoline-powerad cars eaach year. The
Flewve ER& program will provide apprenticeship programs, employes training and sducation, and workforcs
benefits, including partnerships with area colleages and universities for transition educastion and needeaed
cartifications. To enhance tha use of previously mMmined land, San Miguel plans to incorporate agricultural
programs to benefit the area farms and ramches, residents, and undarserved communities withs
opportunities for grossth and education. "We are vary sscitad to be named a sel=ectes for the Mew ERA
program, providing our community with unprecedeanted opportunities,” said San Migusl Elactric
Cooperative Ganeral Manager Craig Courter. “This includes a wids range of educational, agricultural, and
infrastructurs improvemeants that will benefit our employses, cooperative mMmambears, and the region as we
continue to deliver affordable, reliabls eanargy to rural Texans at a time of record demand.”

Seminole Electric Cooparative, Inc.. This MNMeww ERA investmeant will be used for Seminols Electric
Cooperative to construct and procure a totasl of 700 megawatts of energy resources through a
combination of utility-scals solar and battery eanargy storage projects across rural porticons of Florida. The
initiative is expected to create an estimated 2,400 short- and lomg-term jobs, provide resource divarsity at
stabls cost, and reduce greenhouses gas emissions by more thamn 2.5 million tons annually. This proposal
weill reducs gresnhouss gas pollution by the equivalant of 1 million gasoline-powered cars each yaar. As a

Award: Hoosier Energy

* Project Description: 619 megawatts of nuclear and solar
energy annually.

+ Location: Indiana and Michigan

« Service Territory: more than 760,000 consumers in 59
counties across central and southern Indiana and
southeastemn lllinois.

» Jobs Created: Up to 800 short-term and long-term jobs.

+ Carbon Emissions Reduction: 4.1 million tons per year, is
equivalent to taking 966,000 gasoline-powered cars off the
road every year.

M

619 MW

Nudear and Solar Energy

Short and Long-term Jobs

4.1 Million

Annual Tons of Carbon Emission
Reduction

966,000 gas-powered cars
taken off the road

Equivalent Carbon Emission
Reduction

Project Description: 1,480 megawatts of solar, wind, and
battery storage and 1,100 megawatts to retirement of three
coal plants.

Location: Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Nebraska, and
Wyoming

Service Territory: 1 million consumers across roughly
200,000 square miles of Eligible Service Area in Colorado,
Nebragka. New Mexico, and Wyoming.

Jobs Created: Up to 2,159 short-term and long-term jobs.

Carbon Emissions Reduction: 6.9 million tons per year, is
equivalent to the electricity used by approximately 1.4 million
houses each year.

1,480 MW

Solsr and Wind Energy
and Battery Storage

1,100 MW

Coal Plant Retirement

2,159

Short and Long-term Jobs.

5.8 Million

Annual Tons of Carbon
Emission Reduction

1.4 Million Homes

Equivalent Carbon
Emission Reduction




co-applcant with Seminols, Sumter Electric Cooparative Enasrgy will leverage the MNMew ERA investmeant to
increase eanargy cost savings, enhancs anergy efficiency, and reducs dependences on fossil fusls. They
will construct thrase solar microgricds with battery ensergy storage anticipated to ganerate approximatshy
5.8 megawatts total of cleam, renewabls enaergy and implament a systam-wids high-sfficienocy LED
streatlight replacemant program which, collectivaly, will creatse an estimatad 5871 short- and long-tenm
jobs and increaase rural access to clean enargy. Suwannee Valley Electric Coopsasrative is also a co-
applicant with Saminols and intends to use Mew ERA to inwvast in two solar generation facilities that will
both e equipped with attary anergy storags systams,. Thess projects are estimated to create more than
758 jobs in their service territory with local labor income estimated to be mmore than 55,71 million. “Ths
Empoweaering Rural Ammerica Program enablass Seminole to add 700 meagawsatts of energy capability from
utility-scals solar and battery eanargy storage projects,” said Saminole Electric Cooparative, Inc. SECO and
Ganaral Manager Lisa Johnson. YBy taking advantags of this opportunity afforded to rural elactric
ocoopaeratives, thesea investments in our future power supply portfolio will provide resocourcs diversity amd
stabilize cost while cutbing more than 3.5 milliomn tons of gresnhouss gas emissions annually amd bring an
astimataed 3,400 jobs to tha local economy in those arsas we serva im Florids ™

United Powser. This MNew ERA investmeant will be us=ed for United Power to offset the cost of its transition to
a strategic, cl=2an energy portfolio - including powear purchase agresmants - that will provids more than
FE0 megawatts of renewable resources. Lnited Powsr’'s green portfolio currently repreasents more thamn
2300 megawatts of renewable enargy from solar, hydropowearn, and wind, including one project prowviding
tax benasfits and workforce opportunities im 8 disadvantaged Colorado county. An additional 450
meagawatts of solar generation - anticipated to be online by 2030 - includes 1680 megawatts from a
mambar’s agrivoltaics solar project. These projects demonstrate a projected reduction of greenhouse
Eas emissions by more thian 2.7 million tons annuaally, which is eguivalant to removing gresnhouse gas
polluticn by an estimated 522 000 gasolime-powearsd cars each year. United Power is committed to
implament a Community Bensfits Plan demonstrating its invastmant in a skilled, Llong-term workforos
neasdad to powsar the energy transition including continueed support of United Power's apprenticeship
program and lins worker scholarships. United Powvear will also support developers who are hiring amd
traiming workers in the renewabls anargy sector, and will provide communities across Colorad o with
noncarbon generation, cleanar air, and local tax revanuas. " The Empowearing Rural Amarica Mews EAA
imnvestmeant will hawse an immeadiaste positive impact om all United Powear members who hawve experienced
increased costs for food, property taxes, insurance, and all utilities owvar the past few years,” said Linitaed
Fowear President and CEO Mark AL Gabriel. “We are excitad to start recaiving the funds so ws can promots
howr LISDA's support of our poweaer supply's decarbonization as laid ouwt in Cur Cooperative Roadmap will
bEenefit the communitias, we serve for generations to coma"™

Yampa Yalley Electric Association. This Mew ERA imvestmeant will be used by Yampa Walley Electric
Association (YWEA) to procurs up to 150 megawatts of solar enaergy and 75 megawatts of battery enargy
storage for NMorthwestern Colorado and Southwwestaern Wiyoming. Thess projects are estimated o prowvice
280 short-tarm and long-tarm jobs, stabilize costs for rnural cooperative mambers, and reduce carkzon
aemissions by 316,000 tons per year. Thia proposal will remowve greenhouse gas pollution at levels
aquivalent to remowing S&,000 gasolimne-povweared cars each year. This imvestmeant will support local
anargy tramsition communities through the developmant of new tax revenuese streames. The MNMew ER&
proagram will improwve the efficiency of YWEA's power supply and expand thse cooperative’™s commitmeant to
poweering rural amnd underserved areas, ultimately contributing to lasting bansfits that enhance the guality
of life for those sarved. “YWEA s honorad to hawse been salected as a finalist, connacting our remotse rural
communities with reliable enargy that will further help to stabilize energy costs, This underscores YWEA's
ocommitmeant to innowvation amnd enhances the cooperative’s ability to mest the energy naseds of rural
communities.”™

Award: Wolverine Power Supply Cooperative

» Project Description: 435 megawatts of nuclear energy.
+ Location: Michigan

+ Service Territory:

+ Jobs Created: Up to 600 short-term and long-term jobs.

+ Carbon Emissions Reduction: 2 million tons per year, is 600
equivalent to taking 448,000 gasoline-powered cars off the Short and Long-term lobs
road every year.

435 MW

Nuclear Energy

2 Million

Annual Ton

448,000 gas-powered cars
off the road

Equivalent Carbon
Reduction
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