Episods SO lanuary 31 2025 Mear meighbors of wood burnasrs Kensington California Letter to thhs Editor

1 United Staves Kennaedy Jumior hearings day two amid concarn owvesr Waccins Skepticism negative impact on naticomal
public health Z4& Califormia Kensington Mote from the Laetter to the Editor wrhiter Yay! My and my neighbor's lettsr to the
aeditor got published We hawve sent a l=stter to the sditor about wood smoks every y=ar for the last 3 years RAVWWSER Wisewe
T mear neigshbhors of amn imndoor residentiasl wood Duarmer in KEensington Califormia swrote & Lettar oo the Editor 34
Minnesotas 4 Democrat winas a Minnesota State Senats ssat which has led to Democrats regaining contraol of theae
Minnesota State Senate AAAWVSEF Wiew This Minnesota State Senate win is relevant to RAWVSEF because the maticonwide
Democratic agenda and most Uniited States Deamocratic agendas arns im synce with previcous Bidan SAdministration =fforts
to fund environmantaily friendly policies exesm plified by Heat Pump Rebhates mads availlable in many stataes o
consurmears based o a sbidins income scale which Heat Pumps are thhen made sconomical to all Heast Pumps im 2025
weorrk dowven to A0 degrees bhaloww merno doubhle as air conditioners and Lloweaer monthly slectricity bills immediately amnd are
the most rational replacemant for i indoor residential wwood bormin g for home heasting A= of Jamnoaary 31 2025 Undaer the
Trump administration apparently swwhen ssarching for ths previouos HEAR map showing if states such as Minnesota ars
part of thhe Heat Pump Rebate HEAR program online searchers are sent to https o Afervesr.enaergy. gEowd Restoring Energy
Domimance with & picturs of a fossil fuel rig with subtitle President Trump Day Omne Acticons Will Return the Departmmeaent
to Regular COirder 28 Mimnnesota Heat Pump Rebate program has ot y=t launchaed Below are details about the program omn
| State of Minnesota website as of lamuary Z1 2025 https S mn . gowicommarcess=anargyfconsumearfenasrgy-progra msf haeost-

pump.jsp Main Content

148 United States Takeawsys From Day 2 of Kennmady Junior Confirrmaton Heasrings Trum @ nom ines for health secrastary
Kenmady Junior defeandaed his wviewws on waccinss and & key senator still has clear doubhts RAWSEF Wieww Kenmedy Junicor
hearings day two amid conocarn owsr Waccins Skepticism negative impact omn national public heaslth Excenpts aedited by
RAaVWSEF for brawvity and clarity and relatiomship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulatss s 5013
momprofit orgamizastion lamuary 20 2025 Kennedy Jumior Trum p's choice for health secrastary ploved through his sscond
day of confirmation hearings on Thursday delivaering a defense of his wvieves omn vacocination during a contentious thras
howr ssasicon that wwas high on drama and revealed that a critical Republican ssnator =till had dowbts The hearnnsg before
the Sanatse Health Commiittes was raucous and emoaotional Kenmnady got into a8 shoutimsg match with Senator Bernise
Samnders thse Yermont independent Kennedy did mot shy aweeay from confrontation A key Republican vots is still undecidasd
Senator Bill Cassidy Republicamn of Louwisianas wondsred aloud whethasr Kemnnedy swould use his craedibility to support or
undaermmines faith in vaccines Cassidy chairman of the heaslth committes and a doctor also serves on thhs Semnate Finamcs
Committes the panasl that wwill determine swwhether Kennedy's nomination mowes forsranrnd to the Senate floor Cassidy
opaenaed thheae hearnng by recounting the story of a patient who needaed a liver tramnsplant He said that carnnmng for the vworman
wras the worst dayw of my medical career bacause he bneww a $50 vaccine could hawve preventasd har fats Your past of
undaermmining comnfidencs im vaccines withh omfounded or misleading arguments concarmes me Cassidy saicd Cam | truast
that that is moww in the past? Can data and information change ywour opinion or wwilll yow only look for data supporting a
predaetermined comnclusiom™ By the end of the hearing Cassidy mads oclear that his guestions had not bassan answearsd He
wrondersd alowud wheaetheaer Eennedy would use his credizility to support or undasrmins faith in vaccines sayim=E P ot to
Ffigur= that out for My vote IF Cassidy wotes against Kennedy in the Financs Committes Kennedy could still haws a wots on
the Sanats floor if Republican l=adars employ procedural tsctics o force it Bot if Democrats remaim uniited im thair
opEoasition Kennedyw can afford to lose onlly threse Repubklican votes if e is to win fimnal confirmation Tywo other
Republicams sean as potsntial no votes Senator Lisa Muaurkowski of Alasks and Senator Susan Sollims of Maims ars
mambasrs of the haalth committes and presssd Kennedy om vacocines OF the tweo Ms Muarkbowski ecspreassed mors
2ksptcism and seaemed more likely to vote agaimnst Kenneaedy She told him that Alaska had mads considerasbls gsins in
wacocinatimg thes many people in vwmry rural arsss whers ons disseasse outbhreak cam wipe out an sntire villags She im plorsd
hirm Use your podium your plastform to promots trust in vaccinagtion Kennedyw showeaed Ettls inclination to ory oo changs tha
dizscussion om Thursdsasy When Cassidy asked him to reassurs motheaers uneguivocaily and withoot gualification that the
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maasles and hepatitia B wacocines do not cause autism Kemnedy started to say he wwould not g0 into the job wwith any
preconcaeived notions Cassidy cut him off tellimg hirm it wwas a y=es or no guestion bt Kenmady would not budgs insisting
that he still nesded to be convinoced Kenmady also stood by a stataerment that Black people should adbhers to differ=ant
iImrrmumnization schedules Ha told Senator Sngela Alsobrooks Democrat of Maryland and one of tewo Black wsormean omn the
pan=l that ressarch showed that Black paople neseded fewvwer antigens the compomneants of vaccines that prowoke an
immumns responss Ms Alsobrooks cut him off Kennady with all dus respect that is so dangsrous shse s=aid Your woics
wrould be a woice thiat paremts would listen to Seanator Rand Paul sugsested durim= the hearning that infants did mot neaed
to be vaccinated against hepatitis B at birth Cassidy stepped im to comtradict himnm Ms Muoarkowsk described him as an
imnflusncer whemn =he pleaded wwith him not to sow doubt in vaccines Bermis Sanders has his owvwn grass roots mowsSrmeant
\as Kenmnsdy Junior pointedly remindsd the roorm | ran for president liks you! Kennedy asddressed Sandesrs as Basrmise a
breach of protocaol for a witness addreassing a senator before delivering a lecture wrapps=sd up in & rebuks Semator Bermis
Samnders thse health care systaem is broken It™s not working he said Youwu ' we bhesm working on it your antire caresr as
Americans =t leass and less healthisr as premiums soupE Trumpe has asked ms 1o fix it for the SAQmaerican peopils

28 Califormia Kensington Mote from the Letter o the Editor writer Yay! My and my neighbor's lstter to the editor got
published Ve hawvws s=sent a letter o the editor abowut wood smobke every yaar for the last 3 years AAAVWESERFR Wisaww Twwo near
neighbors of an indoor residential wood burmar in Kensington California wrote a Latter to the Editor From ths article
Kensingitomn East Bay February 2025 Kensimgton Letter Published in Letters to the Editor titled Burning Wood Impacts All
Excerpts aedited by RAWVWSEF for brawvity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission
Farticulates a SO01c3 nonprofit organization Deasr Editor: This is & l=etter to thank those neighbors who hswvws stopped
burming wood and a ggntle remindsr to pleass help protsect our commuunity's hesalth By mot burmim g wwood We ars bhoth
mothers of childrem with health condition=s and Kristel i=s an asthhmatic who has had asttacks from wood smolke in
Kensingronmn Residential wood burning is ths top source of thae worst kind of air pollotion fime particulats mattaer in the Bay
Aress The Bay Ares is still amons the wworst 10 meatropoalitan areas for air guality asccording to the Lung Association As with
lead or asbaestos thaers ars no safe lewvsls of air pollution for anyons Particulats mattaer is thought to harm every organ of
the bhody and causss or wworsens many illmnessses includimg bt notlimited o SOWID RSWY pertussis influsnza asthm s
cancers saczema dementia Parkinson’s heart dissase strokes diabetes et cetera Particulate matter can also cause or is
limked to negative psychological pheanomena liks depression mentsl slownsss and eaven wiolsasnocse Becauss treses aven
decomposing onss hold carbon this i=s also a climate issue Because tress can't growve as fast as they burmn and becausa
they are imMmporcant o scosysterms climate activists Graeta Thunberg and Bill McockKibbEen ars agsinst burning wood Biomass
Flant debris cam bhae sent to compoast pickup Soms good news: Wood amoks is being phased out in thse ssame waw
ocigarasties wear=s Canberra is banning wood burning by 2045 amnd the city of Ubraeacht in the Metherlands set a wood burmnings
bam by 2030 In the Bay Sraea the Clean HEET program fundins to help people swatch from swwood burming dewvices to heat
pump:s has restartaed Builldars of neww houses or expansive renowvations contimnue o mot e allowwed to imstall wwood
burming dewvicas in tha Bay Srea ODur airdistrict is also looking for other ways o reducs wood smoke in thhae Bay Sraa
Thank you so much Ffor thinking of poplae's and our planst's health and pleasse see Doctors and Scientistas Against Wood
Smoks Pollution httpsidffeveeeed sawwespors for more information Z28B RAWVWWSEF Intaerjection For those reading the facts about
wwroed smoke pollution from imndocor residential wwood buarming RAWWSER interjects with this information in addition o «what
wras explained in the Letter to the Editor abowe ARAAVWESEFRF Wiew the United States Gowvernment should instead of certifyine
weroed stowes as safe whan they are not aafe go forvward with regulations that ban wood stowve use and direct gowvermmsant
rmaoaneaey for use of forast refuse only for home building and furmiture builbdin g for just 8 fow ecamples of osse of forest
products for iomn burminmeg usas This artacles im a8 wood burming indastry magazins admits that wood buming is a
substantial sourcs of PHM2 .5 emissions Yait this article simcs it is in a magazine that is an arm of the swood burmims
industry states that this wood burming shoould continus presumably because it is callad renewvwabls Wood may be
renawwabls im the ssnss that a trese can be planted in the placs of 8 cut dowwn burmead res but it takes centuriss or
decadss for the mnewwly planted tres to attain the =staturs of the cut down burned tres Douring thosse caenturises or decadss
photosynthesis which conwvarts CO2 to oxyeEen and so sequesters some carkon will mot takke placs at the sams rat=s as
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Letters to the Editor

Burning Wood Impacts All
Dear Editor:

This is a letter to thank those neighbors who have stopped burning wood, and a gentle
reminder to please help protect our community's health by not burning wood.

We are both mothers of children with health conditions, and Kristel is an asthmatic
who has had attacks from wood smoke in Kensington. Residential wood burning is the
top source of the worst kind of air pollution, fine particulate matter, in the Bay Area. The
Bay Area is still among the worst 10 metropolitan areas for air quality, according to the
Lung Association. As with lead or asbestos, there are no safe levels of air pollution for
anyone.

Particulate matter is thought to harm every organ of the body, and causes or worsens
many illnesses— including but not limited to COVID, RSV, pertussis, influenza, asthma,
cancers, cczema, dementia, Parkinson’s, heart di strokes, diab cte. Particul
matter can also cause or is linked to negative psychological ph like dep
mental slowness, and even violence.

Because trees, even decomposing ones, hold carbon, this is also a climate issue.
Because trees can'’t grow as fast as they burn, and because they are important to ecosys-
tems, climate activists Greta Thunberg and Bill McKibben are against burning wood
biomass. Plant debris can be sent to compost pickup,

Some good news: Wood smoke is being phased out in the same way cigarettes were.
Canberra is banning wood burning by 2045, and the city of Utrecht in the Netherlands
set a wood burning ban by 2030. In the Bay Area, the “Clean HEET" program—funding
to help people switch from wood burning devices to heat pumps-—has restarted. Build-
ers of new houses or expensive r i inue to not be allowed to install wood
burning devices in the Bay Area. Our air district is also looking for other ways to reduce
wood smoke in the Bay Arca.

Thank you so much for thinking of people's and our planet’s health, and please see
Doctors + Scientists Against Wood Smoke Pollution (https:/www.dsawsp.org) for more
information.

hed. We have sent a letter to the
Kensington, East Bay.



photosynthesis was performead previously And svood burmimg smits both SO2 and PM2.5 and PM2.5 ia not ab=sorbed by E'%? E
-

treaes =o PRMZ2.5 is not diminisheaed by planting a8 trese in the place of & cut down and burmed tree Wood boarming emits S90%h

FMZ.5 particulats matter of 2 5 micromsater size thae perfect size to infiltrate the human lung setting off a8 cascade of

hurman health problems and early deaths Contrary o many eliefs wood burming emiits 2 8 timas the PRM2.5S as thas fossil

fusl coal buming and wood burming emids 250 times the PM2.5 as the fossil fusel nataral gas burming Replacing coal
burming with wood burming creataes more air pollution in the form of ©SO2 and FMZ2.5 than coal burming This emissiomn
data comes from esting the cleanest burning wood stows in the United Kingdom the EcoDasigm wood stows An
imtermationsl convention does ot count the eamissions from swwood burmimg The amissions from wood buarming are erassed
from all countries around the world when calculating if 2ach country has met its Climate Goals This nom counting or

srasure of wood burnming emissions data from Climate Goals does not mean wood burming emissions do not exist

I8 Minnesota A Democrat wins a Mimnnesota State Senate saat which has lad to Democrats regaining control of the
Minnesota State Senate Minnesota AAAWSEP Wiew This Minnesota State Senate win is relevant to RAEWVWSEP becauss the
nationwide Democratic agenda and most Democratic agandas of United States are in synmc with previous Biden
Admimistration efforts to fund emvironmentally friendly policies exemplified by Heast Puomp Rebates made avasilabls in 0

many states to consumearrs based om a sliding incom s scale which Heat Pumps are then made sconomical to all Heat The impact of air pollution on career changes among Chinese
Fumps in 2025 work dowwn to 40 desreses below zero double as air conditionsrs and lowwer monthly electricity Dills Colihe = SEil ey
immeadiataly and ars the most ragonal replascement for indoor residential vwood burming for home heating As of lanuary : ° %Y air po
31 ZO0ZS5 Under the Trump asdministration apparently swhen searching for the previous HEAR ma p showing if states such -
\as Minnesota are part of the Heat Pump Rebate HEAR program online searchers are sent oo https S esves e anersy. Eonss
Festoring Ensrgy Domimance with a picturs of a fosgil fusl rig with subtitle President Trump Day One Actions WIll Retuarm
the Deparbment to Regular Order Main Sonteant Excernpts edited by RAWSEP for brawvity and clarity and relatiomship to
FResidents Asgainst Wood Smoks= Emission Particulates a 501 c3 nonprofit organization MPR Maews Staff lanuary 28 2025
Dioron Slark wins Seanate spacial slaction Minnesota Democratic Farmer Labor Party DFLers take back the Minnesota
Senate Doron S lark won the senate race for District 60 on Tuesday evening Doron Slark wins Senate special election
DFL=ers take back the Mimnnesota Senate Democrats will regain control of the Minneasota Senate following a convincines
spacial slactiomn win Tuesday DFLar Doron Clark won in the desp blue Minnmneapolis distrnict with 90 percent of the vots
Aacocording to unofficial rezsults He succeseds Semn Kari Dziedzic whose death in Decembber Left tha Senate im a 23 33 tis
According to Hennepin County the resulis wwill be canvassed on Wednesday That could be quick enougsh for Clark o be
=weorm in maxt vwasask Whils the nexxt floor session is Thursday state law reguires seven days to pass from the camvassing
board s action to issuance of an election certificate Clark works=s im ethics and compliancs at Medoonic graduated with
degrasaes in religion and economics from Hamiline University in 19296 When Clark takes office it will restors the ons wote
aedgs for Democrats in the Semate and Ukely spell the end of a powvwer sharing deal betwvwsan the caucusaes whan the
chamber vwas equally dividad or the opasning weeaeks of the session Seanats DFL Leader Erin Murphy announced His
alactiom will restors the DFL majority that has accompelished =o much for Minnesota these past tvwo yvears 3B Minnesota
Heat Fump Rebate program has mot yet launched RAWSEP YWiew Below are details about the program om a State of
Minnesots website as of January 31 2025 hthpsdYmmnogow/'commarcedensrgy’consumean’snergy-programssheat-pump. jsp
Residential Hest Pump Rebate Program HomaConsumear HelpMMew Energy ProgrameaResidential Heat Pump Rebat=
Frogram Consumer Proteciion Motice Adwisory MNo.: Z2024-005 lssued: December 5, 2024, at OB 00 COST Last Updat=d:
Daeceambar 5, 2024 gt 14:02 C5T Expires: March 3, 2025 at 23:59 C 5T Versiomn: 1.2 The Residential Heat Pump Rebate
Frogram has not launched: No rebates curmantly availakle Mo estimated program launch date Wait for official

Aannou ncaermeants from the Minnesota Deparvmant of Commerce before considering offers or applying Ragister for
announcaermeants Subscribe o the Consumenr Announcemeants newslettaer to recaive amail updastes for individuals

imcluding comnsumears, homeownars, renters amd the seneral public. Dweereisws
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