Episode S7CS February 1 2025 Solar Panels from China in Africa and Gernman vote with ATD help fails

I Episcods 57 CS 1 World Sclar Panmnels from China in Africa vwould help grow a smart electrical grid 22
United States Our Health in the Hands of a Man Who'd Make Us Sick 2B Reset or Purge? Trump EPA
Dismisses Agency Science Advisers Critics fear the unusual clean sweesp of panels is Mmeant to eass the
planned rollback of climmate and environmental policy 2C United States Health At His HHS Job Interviews
RFE Ir Stumbles Ower Health Policy Basics 3 Germany German Opposition Gambles With Far Right on
Imnmigration and Loses Friedrich Merz and his Christian Democrats broke a political taboo by working
with the hard right Altermative for Germany to toughen rules on immigration It did mot pay off Aingela
Merksl criticized the mowve Musk Says Germany Has Too Much of a Focus on Past Guilt Maimn Content 1
World World Solar Panels from China in Africa would help groww a smart electrical grid The climats
solution that doesn't mention climate Editor’s note Last week the United NMations® climate chief called the
global transiticon avway from fossil fuels unstoppable despite the United States” recent turm away from the
fight against climate change under President Trum p RAWSEP VYWiew Because Africa has access to solar
panels and other renewable energy tools at low prices from China expanding electrical access in Africa is
increasingly possible Funding for electrical expansion in Africa is being asked for without mmentioning that
using clean enaergy Nmnetworks to powver electrical gricds will also slow climate chaange Excerpts edited by
RAVWVVSERP for brewvity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates
a 5017 c3 nonprofit organization Climate Formnssard Meww York Times January 31 2025 This week top officials
from dozens of African countries convenad with major intermnational lenders to commit to the biggest
rollout of renewable energy in the continent’'s history The $335 billion in loans from The World Bank African
Development Bank and other fimancial institutions at below market interest rates are aimed at getting
electricity to half of the S00 million Africans without it Abhout half the money will go towward willage level
solar grids the words climate change were barely uttered at the two day summit in Dar es Salaam
Tanzania Becauss of the lack of power African women are cooking with charcoal inside their houses and
they are dying! how solar power is becoming an unstoppable force in the global energy sector if vou don't
hawe electricity imn Africa and are trying to run a business yvou Most likely burn high emitting diesel to run s
genaerator African leaders arguse that they should be allowwed to exploit the fossil fuels that they have in
abundance And they are both producing and importing them Three guarters of grid electricity in Africa is
derived from fossil fusels compared to 60 percent in the US Matipwili a community in rural Tanzania wheres
arcund 200 houses and businesses briefly got power from a sclar minigrid Expanding electricity access is
one of the surest ways to start strengthening Africa exploited ecomnomies Africa’s leaders know the
dewvelopad world is not acting fast enough to enact durable solutions to the climate crisis Instead theyw
want investmeaent and development They want it afforcdably and they want it as soon as possible They want
to awvoic further instability as population growth remains high The solar energy industry China built owver
the past decade a sector China mnow completely domimnates has enabled lenders like the World Bank to
confidently say at summiits like this week’™s in Tanzania that solar is what will bring Africans energy
guickeast and at least cost More climate fix mnewws The yvear in investment Global investment in low carbon
technology hit a record 21 trillion last yvear That's an 11 percent increase over last vear China dominated
spending investing $828 billion in owverall up 23 percent over 2023 Electrified transport imncluding electric
wehicles was the biggest investment category with $757 bhillion spent last yvear followed by renewable
energy at 5728 billion Electrification Heat pumps are cutselling gas furmnaces in the United States again
Renewables For the first timme Europe generated more power from solar than from coal according to a |
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report fraom Ember an energy thimk tamk EWs Battery powered cars are lasting as long as traditional gas

and diesel fusled cars in the UK acocording to a study highlighted by The Guardiamn lm a bid to compate vwith

China the Europe Uniion is planming a subsidy for electric waehicles Enaergy projects Mews YWork State’s

biggest solar farm got 3950 miillion in funding It's expected to be finisheaed in 2026 anmnd could powwer 120000

homes 22 United States Owur Health im the Hamdcds of a Mam Who'cd Make Us Sick MNew York Timémes Opiniom
RAVVSERP YWiewe Sonnother wiewe of the perfomance of Kennmnedy Junior im his Senate hearings this past wweelk
Excerpts aedited by BAWVSERP for orewvity anmnd clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke
Ermission Particulate=s a SO01c3 mnon profit organization MNMew York times Februarme: 1 2025 One of the biggest
potential threats to this country is an awvianm flu pandemic for birad flu is Mutating and spreading to cowvws
and othaer mammeals 1F there is a pandaemic theaemn vaccines will be essential Perhaps the single best thing

that Praesicdent Trumpe did im his first terrm was to start Opaeration Wdarp Speed a public private partmership

that accelerated the developrment of Cowid 19 wvaccines and sawved many lives WWhat would happen if there

wewere a neaed for another Operation Wéarp Speced but this time the point man on health was suspicious of
waccinmnes including those that arrested the last pamndemic? The coronmnawirnus vaccine is the deadliest
waccimne ewer made Kenmedy falsely claimeaed and imn Masy 20271 he petitioned the govermment to revobo=
authoarization for it even though by then the vaccimne already hhad saved 71240000 lives Kennedy has also
claimed that the polio vaccine one of the great triumphs of the 20th centur: may hawve caused cancers

that killed many mmaEmy many many’ maany more pecople thhan polioc ewver did Kennedy noww insists to senators

that he is mnot anti wvaccimne and would not discourage their use Really? In 202171 he said on a podcast that
he actively discouraged paraents from vacocimnating children andc urged others to do the same |l ssse
somebhody omn & hiking trail carrying a little baby and | say to him Better not get him vaccimnated Kenmaedsy
has said that doctors butchered all these chiladren by vaccinating tharm The nonprofit that he founded
Children's Health Defense sells baby onesies with messages such as Mo Was MMo Problem The WWhite
Howuss science adwiser ism "t actually a scientist Trumip is pullimg out of the WWorld Health Orgamization
wwhose global flu surveillance Nnetwvwork helps dewvelop flu vaccines and the administration even directed
emiplovees from the Ceanters for Disecase Control amd Prevention mnot to aemail contacts at the World
Health Organization Kenmnedy's passion for many vears has been hostility to vaccines bhamndled im
certitucle and mnastiness It is a2 misguided and dangerous campaign to undermmiine conficdence in vaccines
A veorman dies every tweo hours in the United States from cervical camcer which is almost entirely
preventalble with HPW vaccinations yvet Kennedy has backed a lavwsuit against the maker of the vaccimns
Thse probhlems g beyvond vacocines of course Kenmnnmnaedy suggested darklhy that Cowid 19 wwas engineered to
spare Chinese people amd Ashlkenazi Jewves Kennmnedy doesnt understamd our health care system n his
hearings e mmuddled Madicars and Madicaicd He represemts the lowwest oint of the politicization of
science he is owur owwn Lysenko | hope senators will protect SArmmmerican kids from Robert F Kennmnedsy Ir 2B
Fesaet or Purge? Trump EPFAS DisMmisses Agency Science Advisers Critics fear the unusual cleamn sweaesp of
panels is mMmeant to ease the planmed rollback of climate and enwvirconmental policy RAWSER YWiewve This
article gives a comprehensive look at whers rollbacks of climate andad enwvironment pollicy ars aimed
Excerpts edited by RAWVSEFRF for brewity amnd clarity anc relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke
Emission Particulates a S071c3 mnonpprofit organization Insicde Climate MNMewws January 29 2025 Fedaeral
Spending Freeze Could Hawe WWidespread Impact omn Enwiraomnmeaent Emergency Manmnagemeaent All members
of the Envirconmeantal Protection Agencoy’'s bhoards of outside adwvisers on scienmnce and clean air vwere

dismissed imn a letter emailed late Tuesday am unNnuswual step the Trumpe admiinistration said was aimed at
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We can't survive a minute without air, so why are we expecting our children—even the unbom
—ito breathe polluted air? For a mother, every breath her child takes should mean life, not
danger. Yet, air pollution has tumed this hope into a daily nightmare.

In this heartfelt collaboration with N, two mothers, Dr Carmin Uppal and Mehak
Segan, open up about their heartbreaking joumneys—sleepless nights, hospital visits, and the
constant fear of what tomorrow holds for their children.

This isn‘t just their story—it's the reality for countless parents. It's high time we act for better
dlean air regulations at an individual, community, and policy level, to raise our voices and fight
for a world where every child can breathe freely.

Share this video, join the dean air movement, and work for a safer, healthier future for our kids.
Because every child deserves a breath of fresh air. =




depoliticizing the panels TrumiE imn returm vwas criticized for politicizing the process DOy elimiimnating thhe
current imncdependasnt adwvisers anmnd clearing the vwayw for them to bhe replaced with hand picked appointeass
A nurmiber of the mow dismiissed panel meaembers had ovwwo to three vears remainin im their terms It vwas mot
irmmediately clear who would e appointed as replacements onm the advisory pansels both of which ars
regquirec under federal lawvw Trumpa's choice to head up the Envircnmental Protection Agency formmer N ews
York Congraessman Les Zeldim wvwon Senate comfirmation om Wiednesday the day after the dismiissals ERA
i=working to update the Science Adwvisory Bosrd SAEB and Clean Ajir Scientific Adwvisory Comumiittes A5 800
Tt ensure that thhe agency receives scientific adwice consistent with its legal chligaticrns | vwas not
appoimnted as a political appointese but as a scientist that studies air pollutiomn arnd health saicd a professor
at Emory University's Rollins School of Pulklic Health who had only begun servimg as chair of the CasSacs

imn COctober He said the Cleam Adr Act passecd on a bipartisanmn basis more than S0 yvears ago and
irmplemented undeaer admiinistrations of bhoth parties hhad bhbeemn onese of the most successful public policies n FrankO'.Bear. Fire & Biodiversity Western Australia (FaBWA)
that has ever besemn enacted globally im part because of procedures that reguirs thhe agencoy to rely on thhe ) AR,
best science Am enginecesring professor at Howvward University who has served as chair of the Science
Achvisory Board simnce 2023 saicd she vwas disasppointaed im the adminmistration™s decisiomn We should not be
wwritimng or imterpretimng scisnce to meet anybody’'s objectives We should be indepaendant doing ouwur best
job to evaluate the science as scientists EPA's 2024 decision to stremgthaen thae RMatiomnal Aanbhisent A
CODuality Standard for fime particulates matter for examegle vwas bholstered because it vwas im Line wwith the
adwvice the agency received from the CASAC Biden™s ERPFA chief Michasl Regan installed a mnaewvw slate at
CasSsS wheaen he took office imn 20271 based on the findinmgs by the Gad and othars that the sselection
process had become compromised the Trumpe administration sseemed to be following thhe conservative
policy platform Project 2025 which called for resetting science advisory boards at EPA The administration =T For fire-fighting "'"-__:'
sesrms to be vwantimg to promote loyvalty and compliance wvwith its policy agendcds but that™s mot the mission $ Not for ﬁre |ighting $

4 Keep the funding ¥

of & science adwiscry board it's am inappropriate interfereancse im an ectermal indepaendant espart adwvisory
b oard

2 Umnmited States Health At His HHS Job Interwvieww RFE Jr Stumibles Ower Health Policy Basics KIFF
Mlaevesletter from Samn Framncisco Califormnia BAWYSEPRP Wiewe KFF wvwhich was formmerly knowen as The Kaiser
Family Foundatiomn or Thhe Hernrmy J Kaiser Famiily Foundation is an Americamn mon profit organmizaticom
headguartered in San Framcisco California It prefers KFF vwhich is its business opaerating mname 1o recducse
confusion becausese it is Mmoot affiliated wwith Kaisser Permanente and it is mo longer a foundatiomn KFF states
that it is a mon partisanm organization fooused on health policy It conmnducts its owen rescearch pollims
jowurmalism and specialized public health information campaigns |Its website has bhbeaen praised for hawvimg
the most up to date and acourate iNnformation on health golicy and as a mMmust read for healthcarse
dewvotees Excerpts edited by RAWWSEF for brewvity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against WWood
Smoke Emission Particulates & S0O01c3 mnonprofit organization KFF Health mevwws nevwslaetter Janwuary 21
2025 At His HHE Jlob Interview RFE JIr Stumibles Oweaer Health Policy Basics Robhert F Kenmedy Jr the anti
waccime activist Presidemnt Dornald Trumip momimnated to lead the nation’s top health agemncow did Little to wweim
ower his critics at twwo Semnate confirmation hearings this wesek Democrats argued he"s not gualified for the
job Aarnd by botchimns anmnswers to basic guestions about hhaealth policy Kennaedy supplised some evidence
that he is ungualified It's uncertaim vwhether Kennedy will get emnough votes in the Senate to bhe comfirmed
as the secretary of Health anmncd Human Serwvices Every Democrat and independeant is expaected to wote
against him meanimng e can afford to lose only thres GORP votes Sen Bill Cassidy R La a physician who




=its aon the Finance Committee amd chairs the Senate Health Education Labor amd Pensions Committee
krniowwn as HELF is sesen as thhe crucial vote He muade a poimnt of highlighting the successaes of vwaccinmnation
and guesticned whethaer Kenmnmnedy as HHSE secretary vwould champicon the lifesawving medicines he has
spaent yvears attacking Owear 3% howurs at Finance Kennedy confused Medicars and Medicaid the tweo
largest gowaermnment health insurancese programes which together cowver meors tham a third of Samericans bt
operate very differemntly He also mistakenly said that Medicaid is funded solely by the federal gowvermment
I fact mearly & thircd of costs are paid by the states Kennedy said he didmt think HHS hacd a laws
enforcermeaent branch The agency can issus fimes anmndc panalties against health providers who break the Laws
He didm™t do rmmuch bhetter Thursdaw at HELF where hhe couldn't correctly ansvwer a gusstion from Saem
Maggie Hassanmn D MNH about bhowvw Medicars vworks Kemnmaedy got kid glowse treatment from most Republicans
o both Senate pamncels But Cassidy was an exceptionmn At the Fimamce hearimg e unsuccessfully pressaed
Kenmnedy to say howv he vwould improwse care for people enrclled im Medicare amnd Madicaicd often callaed
cdual sligibles Opanimng the HELP hearing Cassidy mads clear to Kennedw that he supports wvaccines amd
that he expects the US health secretary to support them as well vet he couldn™ persuade the nomines to
disawvows debunked conspiracies that chilcdhood vaccines cause autisrm The Fimanmnce Commiittes plans a
wote mext weshk HELP doss not wote orn HHS nomiimneses At the close of Thursday™s hhearing Cassidy saicd he
weowld take the vweaeskend to consicder his vote WIill wvou comtinue vwhat vou hawve beern or will yvouwu owverturm a
news leaf at age 7O7 Cassidy saicd The Trump administration’s second weelk has been even more
disruptiwve thanm its first with an on again off agaimn funding freeze that left mMmany scrambling to understand
wwhat was going on A svwwesping Trumipe administration order threw theae naticon™s health systerm into disarray
Tuesday as states amd the health industry tried to mMmaks sensse of what looked like & freeze on fedaral
Medicaid funding Public Health Trump Adminmistration™s Halt of CDiCE"'s WWeekly Scientific Report Stalls Bird
Flu Studies An unprecedented frecsse on the agency’'s Morbidity and Mortality Wyeskly Report sparks maeww
concerms about political mMmeaeddcdlimng im sciemnce Led by RFK Ir Conservatives Emibrace Raw Milk BRegulators
Sayw It's Danmngerowus For noww the D stilll recommends agaimnst comnsumimng rawve muilk and the FODA bans its
iNnterstate sales Children's Health Schools Aren™ as Plugged Imn as They Should Be to Kids™" Diabetes Taech
Parents Sawy With continuous glucose Mmonitors studaemnts vwith Type 1 diabestes mo longer have to wisit the
school murse for a fimger prick But some paraents say it falls to thaem to keep an eyve on bhlood sugar levels
from horme or vwork ewvaen though they may not be able to guickly reach their child when scomasthing's
wwrong Stable housing is scarce for a rapidly increasing number of homeless seniors and insurers
sometimes demny cowverages for prosthetic Limmbs by desming them experimental or not meaedically necessary
Reporter Assesses Rise imn Wacocine Exemptions Letters to the Editor Readaers Offer Their Takes on the
Family Doctor Shortage amcd Waccine Policies KFF Health Mawves gives readaers & chance to comment omn &
recent batch of stories Would vwou like to commment omn & story? Please wvisit our Letter to the Editor formm 3
Germanmy SGerman Opposition Gamibles With Far Right om Innmigratiom and Loses Friedrich Maerz and his
Christian Democrats broke a political taboo by working wwith the hard right Altermative for Germany to
towshen rules om iMmamiigration It did mot pay off Aoangela Maerksl criticized the mowe Musk Says Geaermmamy
Has Too Much of a Fococws on Past Guilt BRAWSER Wiew The Germaneos Mazi partyy A0 im Germany broke a
Firewwall amnd was includsed im an alliance wote attempt vwhich failed with the German consaernvative
Christian Democratic Uniom 0L by SO heacd Friedrich Merz ahesad of the German Febhruary 2025 Snap
Elections which Friedrich Marz hopaes to wwin The failaed vote after allowing the firevwall agsinst neo Mazzis to

fall slightly weakens Marz chances for wimnnimng The A0 exchamnged hhugs after participating with the L)
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A willingness to say things like this is the only qualification
for the job that Trump cared about, and everyone covering
this story knows it

@ Aaron Rupar @ @atrupar-8h
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albeit for a failad vote attempt RAVWSEP top excerpts from the article below It left Mr Merz facing fierce
criticism from political opponents religious leaders Holocaust survivors and former Chancellor Angela
Merkel who remains a member of Mr Merz's party Tens of thousands demonstrated outside of
consaervative Christian Democrats” party offices across the country The following day Ms Merkel made a
rare public comment decrying Mr Merz’s reliance on a party that winlks at NMazi slogans and which mamy
including the domestic imntelligence services consider a threat to the country’s Constitution _

Wit SHE D for e FIFSEHNE Others did too Albrecht Weinbers - SOVSaRGEIEIHEISEaUStSURER
announced that he would be returning a medal bestowsd on him in 2017 For yaars mainstreo partins

had refused to work with the far right Even as the AfD won a growing share of votes in national elections

mainstream party leaders assured Germans that the party would be kept out of govermnment Mr Merz's
political maneuwver was designed to recapture voters who hawve drifted to the hard right But for now it
appears to hawve backfired with the AFD seseming to be the only clear winner in the affair When the
measure passaed on Weaednesdcay by a razor thin victory with several meaembers of Mr Merzs party
absrtaiming AfD party leaders cheerad They exchanged hugs and took a group selfie on the Parliament
floor Mr Merz sat just feet away looking glum A gloating Alice Weidel the ATD's chancellor candidate told
reporters aftervwanrd that Wednesday's vote showed it vwas possible that the elections could produce a
gowverning majority in Parliament if the far right and the conservatives worked together Excerpts edited by
RAWVSERF for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates
a 501 c3d nonproafit organization Mew York Times Jlan 31 2025 The manm who has been heavily favored to
becorme Germany’s next chancellor took an extraordinary gamble this weelk both for his political future
and his country’s lLongstanding firevwall against political extrermism It did not go as he hoped In an effort to
portray himself and his party as tough on immigration Friedrich Merz the leader of the poll leading
Christian Democrats pushed a series of measures tightening borcders and accelerating deportations
through Parliament this week He did so with help from the hard right Altermnative for Germany party or AFLT
parts of which have been classified as extremist by German intelligence agencies On Friday the gambit
ended in a crushing legislative defeat for Mr Merz dissent in his owwn party and jubilant claims of newr
legitimacy from the AfD a chain reaction that could rattle Mr Merz's comfortable seat at the top of the
polls Mr Meaerz’s willingness to rely on suppaort from the AfD broke a taboo in German politics that had
endured since the end of World War Il Mr Merz insisted on a vote which he lost by a narroww margin of 11
wotes ln effect he cdoubled down stepping back from a call he had madese in November after Mr Scholz’s
three party coalition collapsed for mainstream parties to avoid working with the far right to pass
legislation One question now is whether Mr Merz can reunite his fractured coalition Another is whether if
he becomes chancellor he might go even further im allowing collaboration between conservatives and far
right _ where a governing coalition baetweaen the hard right
Freedomm Party and the center right Austrian People’™s party now looks likely It vwould be the first timme the
far right ran a governing coalition though it had been a minority partner before Mr Merz continues to say
he will not entertain such a coalition Germmany's Election Campaign Germany’s Likely Leader Flirts With a
Taboo Waorking With the Far Right Jam 27 2025
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