Episcods S7TCU February 3 2025 Bird Flu threat and EPA tells probationmnary employeses they could be fired

Im Episcde S7CU 1 Introduction to BAAAWISERP Wiew 248 Wiorld Will Sird Flu become airbormne 268 World how a
MNMuclear Scientist Organization responds 1o Climmate CThangs 23248 United States Washingmon DC ERPA Tells HMore
Than 1000 They CTould Be Fired Immediately A spokesvwoman for Lee Zeldin thhe mew head of the agency said
the goal was to create an effective and efficisent fedearal work force 368 United States CTalifornia Los Angeles
Home Waluss Plummet 3 United States Califormia Los Angeles Houss Cleaning 4 Poland & Serbia Media
China anmnd US probable Tariff effects Main Content 1 Introducticon RAWSERP Wieww The United States
Fovermnment vwas on track in the Biden Administration 1o reduce the prices for both clean energy Heat Pumps
and clean energy Electric Cars Trump tariffs are expected to upset those plans 1o prevent futures air pollution
and prevent climate changes Thes United States Gowvaernment should instead of certifying wood stowes as safe
wwhen they are not safe go foreard with regulations that ban wood stowe use and direct gowermim ent momney for
use of forest refuse only for home buillding amd furmiture buillding for just a few examples of use of forest
products for mon burming uses It is well knowwn from scientific and Mmedical ressarch that wood burming is a
substantial scurce of PMM2.5 emissions Yeit the wood burming industry uses the scientifically debunked theory
marmed Carbon Neutrality of Wood Burming to argue that wood burnming replacing coal burming in industry and
ima trickle down argument that wood bhburmidng should continue for home heating should continue presurm abilhy
because it is called reneswable Wiood mawy e renewvwable in the sense that a tree can be planted in the place of
a cut dowsn burmed tres but it takes centuries or decades for the newly planted tree to attain the stature of the
cut dowwn burmned tres During those centuries or decades photosynthesis which conwverts SO2 1o oxysen and
SO Sequesters some carbomn will not take places at the same rate as photosynthesis was performed previoushy
And wood burming emics both CSO2 and PHF2.S5 and PM2LS s not absorbed by trees =o PM2.5 is not diminished
by planting a tree in the place of @ cut dowvwwn anmd burned tres In fact a living trese closses iIts pores against the
presence of PM2.5 from mnearby wood burning just as humans hold their reath im the presence of PF2.5 from
mearkby wood burning and whenm a tree closes its pores the level of photosynthesis that absorbs CO2 pollution
goes down Wood burnming emits @0%6 PM2.5S particulate matter of 2.5 micrometer size the perfect size 1o
imfiltrate the human lung setting off @ cascads of human health problems and early deaths Contrary ©To mmaSmy
belisfs wood burning emits 2.8 times the PM2.5 as the fossil fusl coal burning anmnd wood bburning emits 2450
times the PHM2.5 as the fossil fusel natural gas burming Replacing coal burming with wood bhburming creates more
air pollution in the form of ©SO2 and PHMZS than coal burming This emission data comes from testing the
cle=anest bumMming vwood stowe in the United Kingdom the EcoDesign wood stowe An international conwention
bas=d on the scientifically debunked theory named Carbon NMeutrality of Wood Burming The emissions from
weood burming ares erased from all countries arcund the world when calculating if each countrny has Mmet its
Climate Goals This non counting or erasure of wood burming emissions data from Climate Goals does not
mean wood burning emissions do not exist Burming wood instead of coal increases the adwverse health effects
of PMH2.5 air pollution and hastens climate changese Stopping burming wood for residential home heating is an
easy incremeaental way to be kind to yvour neighbor amd 1o the planet Choosing to burm wood when burming
wwood when it is more expensive thamnm heating vour home with a Heat Fump that is less expensivs when wow
use the United States Heat Pump Rebates availabls inm 2025 imnmany states is like choosing a gas poweasred car
abows an electric car when both are of eqgual price Many of the Trump tariffs will result in less manufacture of
clean electric wehicles in the United States and less price reduction o cusiomens on existing sleciric ve hicles
28 WvWorld Eird Flu Could the Bird Flu Become Airborme? Scientists were slow to recognize that Cowvid spreads
Tthrough the air Some are Noww trying 1o get ahead of the Dird flo Scientists recognized thhat Cowid is airbocrmnes
tThey are noww INnyEestigating how imnfluenza may spread through the air as well RAWSEP Wisw ould Bird Fla
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becom:se airbbornmne as the SOWIR 19 YWirus is airbormes and as P25 air pocllution from indoor residential wood
burming is airborme? Could Sird Flu ewventually mutate and ecome widely transmissible to humans? Which
departments of the United States govermmant undeaer the Trumpep Administration wouuld be abble to continue to
Ttrack the Bird Flu and which departments of the United States under the Trump Administration wouwuld be abls
To ressarch waws 1o prevent transmission of the Bird Flu 1o humans as was done when creating the SOWID 19
waccine?T Excerpts edited by RAWVWVSER Tor brewvity and clarnity and relationship to Residents Against Wood
Smoke Emission Particulates a S50Mc3 nonprofit organization Mew York Times February 3 2025 Inn earky
February 2020 CThina locked dowwn meore than S0 million pecple hoping to hinder the spread of a mneww
corcnavirus Mo one knew at the time exactly how it was spreading but an expert om air guality in Australia did
Mmoot Likes the clues she managed o find It Looked to her as if the coronavirus was spreading thircough the air
Fferried by wafting droplets exhaled by the infected Mo ome would listen the doctor said It took more thhan o
wears for the World Health Organization to officially acknowledgese that Cowvid spread through the air Mows five
wvears after she started sounding the alarm scientists are paying more attention to how other diseasess may
also spread through the air At the top of their list is the bird flu Last year the Centers for Disease Control
recorded 65 pecple in the United States who wers infected by a strain of avian imnfluenza called HSEM1 Some of
tTherm most likely ot sick by handling wiras laden birds In March the Deparmment of Agriculture discowered
cows that were also infected withh HS M1 and that the animals could pass the wirus to pecples possibly through
droplets splashed from milking machinery If the bhird flu gains the ability to spread from person 1o person it
could produce the next pandemic So some flu experts are anxiously tracking changes that could make the
wirns airborme driftimg im tiny droplets through hospitals restaurants and other shared spaces where its next
wictims could inhale it Having that evidence is really important ahead of time so thatwe do mot wind uge im the
sam e situation when Cowid emerged where everyones was scrambling to figure out how the virus was
Transmitted said an infectious disease expert Scientists hawve been arguing cwer how influenza viruses spread
for over acemntury ln 1218 a strain of influenza call=ed H1 M1 sweaspt the world amnd killed owver SO miillion people
Some Armerican cities treated it as an airbormes dissass requiring masks in public and opening wind owws in
schools But many public health e<xparts remained convinced that imfluenza was spread largsly Dy direct
contact such as touching a contaminated door knob or getting sneszed or coughed om Duwuring the 2024 flu
season a research team brought people sick with the flu o a hotel in Baltimore The sick voluntesers spent time
imaroocrm Wwith healthy pecople playving games and talking together The ressarch team collected influemza
wiruses floating arcund the room But nones of thhe uninfected voluntesers got sick so the scientists could mot
compars how often influenza iNnfects people thirough the air as opposed To i shorec ranmngs coughs or on wiru s
smeared surfaces=s ltis hard to MmirMmic real Life The bird flu is infecting more and more animals across the
United States Even cats are getting infected possibly by drinking rawvw milk or sating raw pet food Some
influenza expaerts are concermned that HSMT is gaining som e of the mutations required 1o g0 airborme & wirus
iscolated from a dairy worker iim Tex<as had a muotation that may spesed up its replication in airnvays for scample
Wilihen another research team sprayed ferrets with airborme droplets carrving the Texas virus 30 percent of the
animals dewvelocped infections Labs in thhe United States and all ower the vworld are on the lookout 1o see if
tThose viruses are gettinsg closer to something that could be very dangerous for humans It wouuld e impossible
o predict when or ewen if the bird flu wvirunses will gain the additional mmutations necessanry 1o spreac swifoly
Ffrom person o person said a virclogist But with the wvirus running rampant on farm s and so many peo ple
gFeiting infected the codds of airbormnes evolution ars growing We are letting nature do this experiment 2B World
Climate CThange A RMew Leader for the Canaries of Global Drisaster A worman is bringing more than a decads of
experisncas in nuclear policy to the organization that sets the Doomsday Slock Alexandra Bl the meww
president and chisef executive of the Bulletin of the Artomic Scientists said There ares no quick fixes hers
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RAWYWSEPRF Wiew The editor of RAWWSEP often calls thhe mnear neighbors of indoor residential wood burners E%? E @ a E
. E

Canaries ima Coal Mimne who are predictors of what will atffect the Llarger socisety if regulations are mot put i "X g

places on indoor residential wood Durning »with the imtent of shuutting down all indoor residential wood burming -k

one wood burmner at a time it necessary Here the president of the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists is called the o T

Canary imn a Coal Mine because she warns that Truom p withdrawal from the Paris Agreement is unwise Thes B O <A

A S President warns that the United States should instead mowe to a greenasr technologies 1o sloww clirmate E E o =
-

Emission Particulatss a S01c3 nonmprofit organization Mew York Times February 3 2025 A7 the end of January

the keepeaers of the Doomsday Clock announced that the world was 89 seconds to midnight The clock has

imnched closer to global destruction by wayw of human mMmade risks including nuclear weapons and climate

change Th= iconic clock is set by the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists an organization foundsd by American _ SpotinyR _
phy=sicists in 19495 after the United States detomated atomic bombs in Japgpanm On Monday the Bulletin mamed

Alexandra Bl a nuclear affairs expert as its new president Ms Bellworked om arms control and
mnonproliferation issues in the US State Departcment startimg in the Obama administration amnd she returned to

changse Excerpts edited by RAWWSER for brewity and clarity and relaticnship o Residents Against Wood Smokes |

Just like he does everywhere tums .. Chaos, Misinformation and just Blatant Lies!

The president has sought to link local water supply problems during the LA. County firestorms,

such as fire hydrants that ran dry, with his calls for changing water management elsewhere in
mnaticons arcund the world During the last twwo years of the Biden administration she led the LIS delegation of the state. But state officials and water experts have called the comments inaccurate: Regional

the PS Process currently the only forum where the United States China and Russia discuss nuclsar risk reservoirs in Southern California are at record-high levels, and more water from Northem
reductiom Its important to listen to the echoes of history she said to be informed by the past but not shackled California would not have affected the fire response.

to it The followwing conversation has been edited for brevity and clarity and to address the actions or inaction of v
the Trum p adminidstration on clirmate change by the editor of RAWSEF How does an 80 yvear old organization '

Llike the Bulletin staw relevant im an ever changing world? What are youwur thoughts so far on the dirsection of the
nmneww presidential administration? | was pleased to s=ee President Trumps comment=s in Davos about reducing
mnuclear threats But he is also withdrawing from the Paris Agreement That is a step in thhe wronzs directicmn
Hopasfully the administration will s=es that there are sconomic and security benefits to the US pursuing a mowve
to greener technology | hope thers is amn acknowledgment that climmate change is mnot a matter of belief This is
happening You can choose not o believe in it but | guarantes that your iNsurances company believes in it Wihen
that starts fimnancially impacting peocple across the counitry they will e looking to their leaders to do
something about it lim what ways do youwu hope to shape the work of the Bullestin in the yvears ahesad? | want
peocple anywhers 1o understand why this is so i importcant amnd why they hawe @ part in it How do we connect
thosse psople into the conwversation abocut prewvanting this? Itis ocour job to make sure they are a part of it just as
much as peoples in the Beltwway are My mother is from Finland and we alvways talk abouwut this Finnish ethos of

Tthe State department as a deputy assistant secretary in 2021 promoting dialogus on Nnuclear issues with

sisu unstoppable grit in the face of extrem e adversity WWe need miore sisu in this field Wewve inherited a mess
and we hawve to work together 1o clean it up 32 United States Washington DE ERPA Tellls More Than 1000 Thew 5
Could B= Fired Immediately A spokesworman for Lee Zeldin the new head of the agency said the goal was to :;;’;i;”_l‘_ig‘:s‘)‘ﬁsorde’- federal officials opened up two California dams (Los
creates an effective and efficient fedaral work force RAWWSERF Wiewe Out of all United States gowsSrnrment

employees E P A probationary employeeses are the onlby ones so far who hawve received anmn email saving they
could be fired immediately Excerpts edited by RAVWVWSEP for brewvity and clarity and relationship to Residents
Agmsinst Wood Smmoke Emission Particulates a SO01c3E nonprofit organization The Mew York Times February 3
2025 Union leadeasrs called the mowve a clear attempt to gut an agency that President Trump dislikes The Trump
administration has warned more than 1700 Envirconmental Protection Agency employess who work on climate
change reducing air pollution enforcing enwvironm eantal lavws and other program = that they could be fired at any
Time An email was sent to staff members who wers hired eeithin the past year and hawve probationary status
FMany of those employvess wers encouraged to join the ERPAS under the Biden administration 1o rebuild the
agency Others are experienced federal workers who had taken new assignments within the agency Some had




Monday ERFA employees received ancther email notifying them of that the agencywide intranet was out of
service WWithout the intermnal agency network employeses cannot asaccess documents or octher imformatiomn

beaen hired o work funding clean energy projects aimead at reducing greenhouse gas emissions ALt 8277 am on L Eﬁ a @

mnecsded for their jobs The ermail from ERAas Office of Mission Support reads Access o work = p a dot gow is . Ty
current unawvailable amnd that technical specialists were working to resolve the issus EPA workers appear o e <

the first to receive Notice that they may be irmmediately dismissed Through the ERPA the Biden administration E o =
developed aggressive regulations to curb planset warming polluticn from powwer plants automobiles and oil -

and gas wells EFPA s at the center oFf the bullseys for President Trumps vindictive purge of public servants said |
HMichellse Roos exxecutive director of thhe Enwvircnmeantal Protection Network a group of asgency alumni Shie

called it thhe most chaotic and wvindictive tTranmnsition imn the history of the Envirconmental Protection Sgemcy Tee'os

EPRPS emplovess who receirved the email said it had causaed them to rethink the Troump administrations offer to _ spotify QR _
federal employees to resign but be paid through the end of September The emplovess said thhey had initially
dismissaed that offer as untrustworthy PFrobaticonary emplovess ars consideraed sasiser oo fire because thiey do

How climate change may cause rising insurance rates over the next 30 years

not hawve the Tull rangs of civil service protecticns but rules still exist said Marie Oweasns Powell president of the InWestington and Oregen,
/ :;e:'mgedmdneuuremam

fountains. Change in home insurance premiums from 2025 to 2055

federation of gowvernment employees union which represents about S000 ERPA workers Thers has to be cause
and the cause cannmot be because you are a Democrat and it is a Republicanmn adminmnistration The union is

0 50 100 200 4300%

consuliing lavwyers about whether the administration can fire workers based on a simple declaratiomn of a
chamgs in agency priorities Staffing at the ERPA peaked im 2004 during the SGeocrge W Bush administraticn when
therswere 1756171 employeses Those levels ook a sharp dip during the CObbama administration amiad Republican
control of the House and Senate When Trumpe entered the White Houuss in 2077 the ERPA had 154908
employees The fiollowing year that number dropped to 14172 as political appointees reversed regulaticns shwut
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scientists cut of decision Making and shrank the agency budget SB United States Californmia Guest Essay That @ Stius _.
Siant Sucking Sound™? Its Climate Change Dewvouring Your Horme Walue RAWSER Wieww Experits predict that . ¥ g
home valuses in risky areas will decline by six percent owverall and insurance rates Mmay increase by 29 percent i ”‘g l‘ H 3 Mempris o3 ko
Im thosse same 30 yvears expeaerts predict that in safte areas home valuses may increass by 10 peErcent The sxperts sonbego 2 ’ .T

Sales tmnco i ma
predict this will lead o most home owners grawvitating and mowving 1o safe arsas and the rich continuing 1o live E.'.' ,5 ' s e
imndesirable but risky arsas becausse they can afford any losses incurred Excerpts edited by FLAWYSEP for 1 S oo ~"‘“"‘§EJ W
SapAntonio v =

brevity anmnd clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoks Emission Particulates a 5S01c3 nomproafit Nothers Texas sty to g “-Q",
e b g ks E’ \@

organization Mew York Times February 3 2025 Housss in the Altadena and Pacific Palisades neighborhoocds ncreesng domege rom ol e
wweaers Still ablaze when talk turmsd o the cost ofthe Los Angeles firsestorms and who would paw fTorit The total
damagse and economic loss could be S250 billion In 20249 Hurricanmes Miltom anmnd Helene had already exacted e enon ol it el e

insurers are allowed

tens of billion=s of dollars in American disaster losses Wée are seseing homes insurance prices spike arcound the
country pushing up the costs of cwning a horme 1IN soMme cases insurance companies are pulling out of Towns
altogether And in others people are mMowing Sawvway Soaring hhome prices in the United States may hawese peaksd
imthe places MosStT at risk leawving the nation near a generational declimne The analysis predicts a reversal in
housing fortunes for Americans Mearly 15 trillion in assaet losses owver the next 30 yvears Wheaers home valuss
may decline because of climate change See Map of CThange in home value due 1o insurance costs from 2025
to 2055 from 1T00% down in this chart of the cities of Las Wegas Portbland San Antonic Ralesigh Clewveland
Cincinmnati Memphis MHMorfolk Milkwaukes BEuffalo Minneapolis Seatile Phoenix San Diego St Louis Dallas Boston
Tampa Philadelphia Detroit Sam Francisco Denwver Houston Miamil Atlanta CThicago Los Angesles Washingoon
= and Mew York Increasing insurancs rates mMost Likely will not drag down home prices moach im the
Mortheast or Midwwest Large part=s of the Southweast and West could suffer sharp declines in home values RNote
The chanmng=s in home values is mMmodeled for changes in insurance premiums only and does not project fTuture
market forces Clirmate change is upesnding the basic assumption that Americans canmn continus o build wwealth




F50 trillion mnearly double the sire of the entire gross domestic procduct Almost twwo thirds of American adults
ares homeowners In Pacific Palisades and Altadena home appreciation elevated many residents into thhe upper
middle class Across the country homes ars the largest asset for most families who hold approximately &7

and financial security by owning their own home Residential real estate in the United States is worth nearky EfE’ E
.

O] xzH0

percent of their savings in their primanry residences Average insurance premiums hawe risen 31 percent across !

- . - . . A . e
the country since 20719 and are stesper in high risk climate zones Oweaer the next 30 yvears if insurance prices «Cl
may on averagse leap another 29 percent Rates in Miamid could quadruple In Sacramento Califormia they couuld E E.

double How climate chanmngs may cause rising insurance rates over the next 30 years Coastal Florida couwld |

hawve insurances rates Mor=s than tmnple as hurricanes ntensify and sesa levels rise Mortherm Texas is likely 1o

hawe both rising wildfire risk from drought and damagse from hail and «wind as storms intensity In Washington

and ODregon wildfire risk will increase in drier forestland east of thhe Cascade Mountains Not long ago _ spotify QR _

imnsurance premiums wers 3 modest cost of owning a horme amounting to 8 percent of an average mortgass

payment But insurance costs today are about 20 percent the size of a typical payment cutpacing inflatiomn amnd

the rate of appreciation on the homes That makes owning property on paper anyway a bad investment 30O Wt 0

wears from mow The term of the classic American morigage houses will b vworth on average S percent less Pl vl ek

Than they are todawy Many people were coaxed into Living in the very high risk areas by the availakility of &Eﬁ
L

insurance that vwas cheaper thhan it shouwuld hawe been For years as climate driven floods hurricanes amd Porta
wildfires hawve piled up so have economiic losses Insurance companies canceled policies bhut in responss ‘

How climate change may cause rising insurance rates over the next 30 years

Change in home insurance premiums from 2025 to 2055

50 100 200 4300%

states redoubled support for homeowners promising economilic stazility But those discounts mufifled the free oy Boston
markset price signals making Florida coastlines and Califormia fire prone hillsides seem safer Today insurance h MRS N Dot et N York
undserprices climate risk for 39 million properties across the continsntal United States meaaning that for 27 \ {4 ..“ oncsgo i
percent of properties in the couniry premiums are too Low 55 miillicon Americans will migrate in response oo e ]
climate risks inside this country within the next thres decades and mores than five million American s will

migrate this yvear Wihile property values are likely to drop in most places they will rise by mores thhan 10 pesrcent
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by 2050 in the safer regions Homeowners will need to be wealthier or renters will haws to pay more Relative by SonDiego
safe regions will emerge and discermning buyers will flock to thhem Los Angeles is more resilient than Paradise

Califormia the Maew lersey shore or Florida Pacific Palisades will probably be rebuuilt 1o its past splendor

Altadena a middles class neighborhood is more Likely to be snatched up by inwvestors gentrified and made oo Teasic o
unaffordable by both the cost of rebuilding and insurance Altadena Mmay prove to bhe the true predictor of a ggd::::;m?::x’m 6 "@""

wind as storms intensify.

Coastal Florida could have
insurance rates more than
triple, as hurricanes

tensify and sea levels rise.

Texasis i

Ffutwure in wvwhich o one but the rich owns their owvwn homes whers insurance is a luxary good and where renters

pay a monthly toll to large private sguity Landowners better suited to manags that risk 32 United States Sorce: Fest et Fundation . Note:Thesepredictonsssume ht e arenoresritons o the price
Califormia Los Angeles What It WWill Take to Clean Up Propeaerties After the LA Fires Many fire victims are eager 1o
claar thesir home sites and mows on To rebuilding Thes bDig question iswhsn RAWVSERP Wiewe The ERPA maintains
That coming nto contact with the ash is not safe for peocople except for workers trained in hazarddous mMaterial
removal Howewesr some homesowners sesm to be cleaning up with Do It Yourself D | Y methods which may mnot
b= the safest way to clean up homes after amnn urbanm wildfire in the Los Angeles area Excerpis edited by
RANMYSEP for rewity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoks Emission Particulates a
S501c3 nonprofit organizaticon Mew York Times February 3 2025 before construction can begin lots must be
claared of toxic mMatsrials and debris Last wesk crevws donned protective suits and began clearing mountains
of hazardous remains from the rooghily 12000 homes destroved by one of the worst disasters in the history of
the Los Angeles region While the clearing process could take mere days om any given Lot it could be as long as
18 months befors the very Last property is ready for rebuilding MNMext door 1o one site where ERPA crewvws workesd
on Thursday twwo women suited up in their owvwn protective gear a local environm e ntal consultant and

com posting specialist pulled compost onto the property The consultant and the homeowneaer then mixed the




cam The scoluticon could help degrade toxic materials in the ash the consultant said The EPAS maintains that
coming mto contact with the ash is not safe for pecple except for workers trained in hazardous mMmaterial

compost into @ buc ket filled with water and sprinkled the liguid ower the debris of the hom e with a watering E‘H E Eﬁ A E
.

remowval | do mot undaerstand «why ot teaching residents how 1o help hers is hows 1o managse wour Owr “\

hazardous waste the consultant said They are goinsg 1o take a ton of timMme looking over every sguare imnch | <A

could tell them exactly where my propans tanks and batteries anmnd stuff are lts so funny They Let us buy all this E E o S
-

sStuff but as soon as it Durns they are like Stay away Mayviboes we should buaild a less toxic wiorld 4 Poland Gusst
Essay | am the ForeigZm Minister of Poland Eurcope Has Got the Message RAWVYWSEP Wieww The Forsign Minister of |
Poland beliswes sconomic disputes with the US are counterproductine He bheliewes that Trump is raising the

bar from 2 percent to S percent imwhat he wouuld liks Eurcpean Union countries to contribute oo RMATCE

sxpenses But in 2024 23 Eurcopesan Uniocon mMmambers of 32 spent at least 2 percent Moww the ar has besn _ spotinyR _
raised o S percent Poland spends close 1o & percent of its GD0DF on defenses the highest proporticmn imn MRMAT O
RAVWVYSEP Key Excerpt from the article below FPoland sent brigades to Afghanistan and lrag and kept thhem thers

How climate change may cause rising insurance rates over the next 30 years

for almost tvwo decades Poland newsasr sent a bill In 2025 those who do not wish us well are many The InWashington and Orgon,

= = = = - - concentrated in drier forestland
aulocratic axis comprising Russia lramn Morth Korea and China represents a grave threat to much of thhe world [ s ouons Change in home insurance premiums from 2025 to 2055
To face such an alliance Ameaerica and Europe nesd each other more not less Our adwversaries want nothing S:w.

50 100 200 4300%

mors than o see us fragmented plagued by economic disputes and unable 1o lead Instead lets continue aonm
The path of partnership of peace through strengrth as friends and allies Excerpts edited by RAWVWSEP for brewity ‘
and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smokse Emission Particulates a S01c3E monprofit g : Sy
organizatiomn MNMew York Times February & 2025 In the mid 19940s we lived im a unipolar world in which the h ngf . D”-"’"' ok
United States was=s thhe onlby unguesticonaed global powwesr Thirty yvears later thoss who turm to Whashingron loocking ) Y .l‘— Y ey

for leadership might do so with less confidence Ilmn 2017 Trump spokes 1o thousands of Poles gathersed omn the N ‘
stresets of WWarsaw Eurcope must demonstrate that it beliswes in its future by InNwssting its Money o secure that
Futures bhbecause the fundamental question of our TirMme is whether the VWWest has the will to survive A s sorm e
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alilies groww weary of Aamerican powvwer Aarmericans seerm o bhe growvwing weary of their allies For years in his first sonbego
Tterm and in his recent campaign President Donald Trump has been clear that he will put Aamerica first amd has
repeatedly reminded other meaembers of RMATO that the alliances is mnot a free ride Eurcopeans finally ot the

Coastal Florida could have
insurance rates more than
triple, as hurricanes

tensify and sea levels rise.

message (PUr Security is not a service provided by the WHnited State=s It begins withh us But European security

lorthern Texas is likely to

have both rising wildfire risk
independaencese doss ot hhawve to be incompatible with close collaboration with the United States In an ideal "Mljgga%"“w"zi; : "@""
wworld imn a safer world thers wwill be both In Eurcpse we are acutely aware whers our pricrities lie Since the start
of the Russian unprovoked war against Ukraine imn Februarnyy 2022 the European Union and its 27 meamber e lon ok o e el there s o o s

states have made more thamn $14940 Dillion in fimancial military humanitarian and refugeese assistance available
to Hkraime European leaders have also agresed to commit up to $54 bhillion until 2027 to suppor: Ukraimns
recowvery reconstruction and mMmodesrnization n Movember 2024 the EUY helped member states to makes joint
iNnMvestmeants inyweapons @and sammuniticon Poland assumed the presidency of the Council of the Eurcpean
Union on January 1 2025 and put ssecurity at the top of its Llist As the war in Ukraimnes rages just a few hundred
miles from EU orders we aim to lead Europse towanrnd greater resilience anmnd closer trans Atflantic cooperatiocon
Trumip has consistently pushed RMNATO allbies 1o spend at least 2Z2 percent of their GOP on defensse Early in
Trumps Tirst term only five counitries mMmet the threshocld Polamnd among therm But last year 23 members of 32
spent at least 2 percent Mowe the bar has been raised Trump said in Jamuary 2025 thhat MNMATO membesrs they
Should e at S percent ot 2 percent Five percent is an ambitious goal for even the United States wheasre the
Drepartment of Defenss budgetis about 3.5 percent of GOF Poland has become one of the most importcant
custormers of the LIS military industry ordering tens of illions wortch of equipment since 2022 We buy Patricot
miissile system s Abrams tanks Spache helicopiters and F 35 fighter jets produced in America Europe and the




Poland desire for closer military coopesratiocon with thhe United States and its ambition to strengthen its own
defense ndusiny are not contradictory The trans Atlantic alliance has never beemn a one way streset The United
States support=sd Eurcpean defensse for decades aftter World WwWar ll but thhe only Tirme MATO s Articles 5 has ewver
been inoked was in response o Sept 171 when allies came to Americas aid &5 Serbia Serbian State Meaedia Shift
Tumnes Iin Cowerags of Hoge Protests Testing Leader State TW had ignored the demonstrations against President
Alseksandar Wucic but noww it is putting a spotlight on the rallies RAWVYSEPRP Wieww The media cowveragese of Serbian
protestor rallies which are supported by even Serbian govermnment judges and prosecutors shows a changs in
Serbian society towward sexamining corrupticn in the Serbian governmeant Key RAWSEP Excerpt about the
catalyst for thhe Serbian protests of govermment corruption The weskend protests in Mowvi Sad held thres
months after a structural failure at a newwly renovated railvwaw station in the city kKilled 15 people drewvw not only
students from local universities and Eslgrade but also throngs of older people angry ower what they see as a
sy=tem riddled with corrupticon The Nowvermber 1 2024 collapsese of a concrete canopy suspended owver the
station entrances crushesd the people belowe it and triggered the smnowbhalling protest mowvernment which was
driven by a belief that official negligence and graftt were responsible for the tragedy The station was renowvated
by @& consortium of sState owned Chiness companies and work on tThhe canopy was carried out by a private
Serbian contractor that had been promoted by officials Key RAWVWSEP Excerpt about the Current Serbian
FPresident The Seriiamn President Alsksandar Wwucic confident that his party can defeat fraciicus oppositicon
parties in any neww slection given the uneven elsectoral playing fiseld has since voweaed o go on the offensive
against his political opponents and 1o call a genseral election if Parliameent fails 1o approws a New Sowvermnmsnt
to his likimng | will mot give anwvons this state on a platter he told supporters on Saturdayw | will fight fight fight
Fresident Wucic shows no sign of giving up Last week he fired his prime minister Milos Wucewic a loyal ally a
formmer mayor of Mowvi Sad and chairman of the governing party kmnowwwn as SRS leavwving the country without a
govermmeaent BAWVESERF Key Excerpt about the govermnment run meedia in Serbia One observer said that the
sudden shift in Mmessaging by the state broadcaster RATS is just part of a game to show that there is a bit of fair
media coverage And ewven without state television and radio firmly on the presidents side Woucic still controls a
battery of potent mMmedia weapons like the privaite television station Pink which remains unsweaersinghy Loyal Arnd
a=n armay of witriolic tabloids show o =sign of wawering in their support for the president Tabloids like Informer a
particularly vicious attack dog for the govermment have savaged student activists as traitors servinmg
nmneighborinmng Croatia the main enemy of Serbia during the wars of the early 1990 over the ruins of Yugoslawvia
These gowverning party denunciation of RTS jourmnalists for their neutral coverags of events im Mowi Sad as a pre
smptive mows o keep them in limne and a message 1o the heawvily rural bass of the party that nothing has really
chanmnged They worry that the media might flip They worry about the miilitary about the prossecutors everyons
Exceaerpts edited by RLAWESEPRP for brewity and clarity and relationship o Residents Against Wood Sm o ks
Emis=sion Particulates a S017c3 nonprofit organization MMew York Times Febhruary 2 2025 When tens of
thousands of protesters blocked three key bridges across the Danube River paralyzing second bhiggest citty in
Serbia this wesekend the beleaguered gowverning party of thhe Balkan counitry issused a sterm warning mnot o the
protesters but to the state controlled roadcasting service for reporting on therm After mostly ignoring three
months of student led strest demonstrations across the country Radioc Television Serbia long a propaganda
bullhorm for President Aleksandar Wucic had suddenly shifted gears and put protesis in Mowi Sad atop its news
bulletins WWorse still at least for the governing party it reported factually without dencuncing the protesiters as
traitor= imn the pay of foreign intelligence services or puppets of thhe opposition as it has in the past Control of
the media has besn a central pillar of the system of Serbia under Woucic allowing him o wesather multiple
rounds of protests by demonizing and discrediting protesters and o keep a firm Srip on power for more than
12 ywears Many howeaewver are noww asking whether this controel is slipping and with it perhaps the presidents
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increasingly authoritarian rule Many judges and prosecutors thhough all ultimately dependsnt on the state for
their careers Nnow support the students at least privately the bar association of Serbia voted on Sunday for
lawyers to suspend work for a month in solidarity with students who hawve barricaded campuses across the
country The recent protests owver several weekends represent the bhiggest outpouring of discontent since street
demonstrations in the late 1990 against Slobodan Mileossewic nationalist leadsesr of Serbia during the Balkan
Wirars thiat followed the collapsese of communist Yugoslavia 6 China For China Trumps Mowves Bring Pain but Alsao
Portential Gains President Trumps tariffs hure China but his other actions hawve alisnated US allies giving Beijing
an opening to strengthen its global standing RAWSER Wiew China is benaefiting from turmoil created recently
by thhe Trump gowvernment transition Key RAWSEP excerpt from the article below The Trump administraticons
mowve to freeze Most forsign aid which has disrupted aid programs arcound the world has already benefited
China In Southeast Asia the halt in funding has raised questions about Armerican reliabbility China needs to do
mnothing and look like the gsood guy Excerpts edited by RRAWSEPRP for brevity and clarity and relationship to
Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a S01c3 nonprofit organization February 3 2025 As
FPresident Trump was locked imn a war of words with the leader of Colombbia Chinas ambassador to Colombia
declared that relations between Beijing and Bogota vwers at their best moment in decades Beijing saw an
opportunity to strengthen its hand in the high stakes supesrpower rivalry betwesen China and the United States
China is taking stock of the opasnings that Trum ps Mowes ars givimg Shina Trump has alisnated LS allies and
partners like CTCanada and Mexico by imposing stesp tarniffs on their exports He has weakened Americas glhobal
authority by cutting foreign aid and withdrawing from the World Health Organization and the Paris Agresmeant
=@ LM climate pact Chimna will use the opportunity to reshapese the world in its favor Beijing which has accused
Wirashington of using its dominance to contain Chinas rise has tried o drive awedge betvween the United
States and its allies including thhe European Union Japan and Australia Thes Chiness are awarse of the damagss
Trump has done and is doing to LS credibility and influence globally In fact happening faster than Beijing
expected Trumps threats to take the Panama Canal and SGreenland as well as to annex Canmnada as Americas
51 st state could normalize a world order in which might makes right That is an approach that is familiar to
Beijing It sends a signal 1o China that when it comes to its own claims to the self governing islamnd of Taivwan
and muouch of the South China Sea cosrcion trum ps cooperaticon Trumpe has pressented himssf as willing to
nmnegotiate and cut a Tiktok deal with Xi linping Chinas leadaer Trump has floated tying tariffs to TikTok Trump
has said Tiktok should be half owned by an Aamerican company Trump has said China should help end the
Russian war in the Eastern Eurcpean country CThina as the biggest prowvider of economic and material support
to Russia could conceivably pressure Praesident Wiadimir W Putin to negotiate China has awwwided criticizing the
Russian invasion of Ukraine China takes the position that Russia has a right to protect its national security
Ukraims will not accept China as a peace broker becauses of the China pro Russian position Puatin will not vwamt
to look subordinate to China Trump has no real stomach o sese Chimna praised for playing a significant role Onm
Sundawy CThina wowed to respond o Trumps tariffs by filing a case with the World Trades Organization Chimna
could engages in supply chain warfare halting shipmeasnits to the United States of materials and eqguipmeant
critical to US industry In December 2024 China stopped antimony and gallium export oo the United States
wwhich are needaed 1o manufacture some semiconductors Chinas trade surplus the amount by which its
exports exceceded imports reachsd 271 trillicon in 20248 China has also not said how it will respond to the
slimination of duty free handling for packages worth up to S5300 per day for each American Factories all ower
China hawe shifted in recently to e commerce shipments direcily to Suimerican homes so as to bypass the
many tariffs collected on clothing and other goods that ars imported and sold chrough American stores
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