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1 Wisconsin Madison Leaders at the University of Wisconsin Madison vwarm a proposed cut 1o federal
funding could significantly affect the university ressarch budget The provost at the Liniversity of
WWisconsin Madison urged Taculty staff and students 1o e cautious and continue their work amid
uncertainty in federal ressarch funding LWY Madison grad students are wvery afraid of federal funding
turmoil Excerpts edited by RAWVVSERF for brewity and clarity and relationship o Residents Against
Wiood Smoke Emission Particulates a S01c3 nonprofit organization The Capital Times February 11
2025 Leaders at the University of Wisconsin Madison warm a proposed cut to federal funding could
significantly affect thhe university ressearch budgst Graduate students at the Universioy of Wisconsin
Madis=on are feeling scared frustrated and confused abouut the uncertainty of federal ressarch funding
A federal judgs last month locked efforts by Trumipp 1o halt the Flow of bhillions of federal dollars Then
on Februaryy 7 the MNational Institutes of Health announcesd a dramatic cut imn funding for somes
resesarnch expenses at LW Madison and other institutions Wisconsin joined 21 other states in filing a
Laww=wuit challenging the Trump ressarch cuts The reduction was set 1o g0 into effect February 10 but a
federal judgse temporarily blocked that mowe as well To gut funding to help find cures and treatments
for things like cancer Alrheimers disease and diabetes is unconscionable said Democratic Gowermor
Tomy Evers LW Madison could losse roughly $585 milllion this vear through the cuts according oo the
Lavw=Lunt MNational institutes of Health Tunding is the largest sources of federal support at LW Madisomn

- . = i R " The association of low-level air pollution with birth weight in a register-based
The university was awarded nearly S500 millicon thnoogh grants in recent years The Mational Institutes study: potential effects below WHO AQ guidelines - BMC Pregnancy and...
of Health prowvides research funding that supports expenses such as staff salaries graduate student
stipaends and supplies LW Madison said The agency also funds indirect costs including scientific
equipment laboratorny construction utilities and other items The negotiated rates at LW Madison

rangs from 26%0 1o 55.5%%0 the university said Trump is seeking to reducs recowvenrny rates to 15%0 for new
and existing grants That decrease would inevitably affect opportunities for students o wwerk on
research and delay the discowvery of e saving treatmeaents and cures Al of us work together 1o maks
neww discoweries Hundreds of projects on campus are funded by the Maticonal Institutes of Health The
Ly School of Madicine amnd Public Health recently received a historic $150 million award from BNIH to
resesarnch Alzheimers disease the former RNIH director wvisited LW Madison last summer to highlight




the UWWY Madison biomedical research including work 1o develop targeted cancer treatments L L -
MHMadizon spends an average of $188 million every wesk on federally funded ressarchit s mesting of E.‘ﬁl E Eﬁ-u '@ >
faculty and assembly staff leaders Monday atftermoon they were asked if there are escpenditures that 20 @[Hm
wou can hold off for a few weesks in any particular place please at least consider it Broader effect E '?_
across Wisconsin ln addition o LIWY Madison the Mational Institutes of Health cuts could affect other ta” |

. -

ressanch institutions inWisconsin incloding the Medical College of Wisconsin president and CEO E .
echoed worries Monday about the immeaediate and long term effects on biomedical research Even -
brief disrupticons can halt climical trials prevent patient recruitment and delay the publication of

critical findings affecting the number of patients wiho coould benefit from neww treatmenics The colleg=

remains commiitted to this important work as school leaders sesk clarity from the federal

Eowvermment he said The Wisconsin Technology Council urged Wisconsimn meambers of Congress o Spotify QR _
restore MNIH indirect cost rates and encourags the MNational Science Foundation and other agencies

Mot o Mmake similar changes It is not just abowut Madiscn BEvery campus in the Universities of No community should have to rely on burning wood for energy @ we need to phase it out and
WVidNisconsin receives some federal research and development dollars as do major private iInstituticons replace it with clean combustion-free energy!

the council said in a statsment
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2 Canada BEritish Columbia Williams Lake Econormy | am werny fearful Poweer plant key to Williams
Lak=s econonmmy on the verse of shutd owven  RAaWWSER YWieww Just stop Wwood burming Mo commmunmity
should hawve to rely on burning vwood for energy We neaed 1o phass it out and replace it with clean
combusticn free ensergy Excarprts edited by RAWESER for brewvity and clarity and relationship to
Residents Against Wood Smicoke Emission Particulates a 501c3 nonprofit organization Global Mews
February 14 2025 Willliams Lake in danger of losinsg biomass plant Willlams Lake in danger of lLosing
biomass plamnt The City of Williams Lakes is calling on the provincial govermnment and B0 Hydrno to take
action and prevent the closurs of one of its most important businesses The Chity of Williams Laks B
is calling on the prowvince to step in o prevent the closure of a povwer plant critical to local
employment and the muanicipality botoom Lime The Atlantic Powvwesr facility generates enougsh electricity
o power about SO000 homes by burming wood waste It is responsible for abouut S0 full tirmmes jobs and
payvs abour 517 million inm direct taxes 1o the city evenrny year BC Hydro imports recorcd amouant of
eleciricity BC Hydro imports record amount of electricity | might hawve 1o shut down half of cit hall
Wililliams Lake Mayor Surindsrpal Rathor said of the looming closures This is the s=ingle bhiggest
taxpayer o the commuonity The Atlantic Powwer plant gawve noticse last February that i was going to pull I am very fearful: Power plant key to Williams Lake economy on the verge of
out of the community citing an inability 1o remain profitable onder its current contract with BC Hydro shutdown - BC | Globalnews.ca

Wifilliams Lake City Councillor Soott Melson said that is becauses with the closure of loecal sawwmills
and upgrades 1o others to improwse their efficiency easy 1o access wionod fibre has becorm e mors
scarce Instead the company noww Ssources inputs from the surrcounding Chilcotin Plateaw collecting
the waste vwossd Lleft by wweildfires and dead wood that could becorme fuel for future wildfires he said a5
wou o further out you reducs the fires but it also costs Mmore to bring this into Atlantic Power e said
MMelson said i makes No Sssnse o shutter a plant that is prodocing Local electricity wihen thhe prosvancs
i= already importing powser firomm the US thanks 1o recent droughts and whilse the LS is threatening




massive tariffs on Canada Rathor said the company is weaeseks away from issuing layoff notices 1o
wworkers something he said could devastate the cormmunity The city is calling on Premier Oawvid Eby o
step imand ensure BC Hydro negotiates a newww contract somaething Rathor says the province
promised The Energy Ministrny said it recognizes the importancs of the plant amnd the premisr had
created a cross government team to work wiith Atlantic on solutions Those include prowvidinsg the
Ccompany with additiconal fTusl supply options It said BC Hydrno had also amendead its electricity
purchase agresment with the company in Octolzer 1o ge the working gnoup meore timee Lo COorm e LUpe
weith blong term solutions to the affordabble fibre supply probbam Tn the meantime city officials riemain
on edge at the prospect of lLosing a key component of their local econonmy Atlantic Power is getting
close to saying that is it we are gone RMNelson said | am very fearful Other stories Mew study vwarns of
more sewvers fire risk in Canada withouout preventive meaasures Tiuamp announces sweeping global
resciprocal tariffe Canadian man sells both Teslas cancels Cylbertmuck order o bhoyoott MHMuskc

I Ausiralia Melbhourne A Heated Debate Are Australian Woodfire Heaters Polluting Australian Huaman
Rights Obligations? Excerpts edited by RRAVVSERP for brewvity and clarty and relationshipp to Residents
Agminst Weood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501 c3 nonprofit organization Momash University
February 1.3 2025 It is sasy o romanticise the soft glow of woodfire heaters with vwarnm feslings et
the associated smokes is of serious concerm Alarmingly a recent study in Australia estimates that im a
single yvear 7258 deaths were attributable 1o fime particulate matter from woodfire heaters 1t is also the
largest sournce of pollution in Australia in many areas This post examines whether Australia is fulfilling
its obhligaticons undasr Article 12 of the Iintermational Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights
ICESCR as well as additional agreemeaents that underscore the necessity To mitigate air pollution ©o
safeguard health Breathing im Danger Woodfire heaters contain a coocktail of carcinocgsnic cheamicals
imncluding particulate matter P25 carbon maonoxide carbonmn dioxide and nitrogen oxides Mot only
does woodfire usage conmtribute to B0%0 of fine particle pollution thers is corrselation betweesen
inge=stion of said substances and decreased lung capacity Iincreased risks of heart attacks and
cesophageal cancer Simultanmnecusly the combustion of wood releases black carbom a potent
climate pollutant fuslling climatse changes it is ewvident that pollutant smoke is incongrucus o healith
from both a biological and envwircnmeantal perspective The right oo Life and right to health are also
interconnected with esnvironmeantal internaticnal framewvorks such as the Unimed Maticon Human
Rights Council resclutions and the Paris Agresmeaent requiring Australia to address pocllution and
climate change to protect human Life and wellbeing Against this backdrnop Australian domestic air
quality standards are more lenient than the World Health COrganization WHO guidelines The
Australian Mational Envvironmeeant PFrotection Measurse mandates maximoum annual P25 particulate
lewels o 8 miicrogram s per cubic meater i conmtrast: 1o the WWHO wihich recommends a masimum of S
microErarms per cubic meter The misalignment also arguably constitutes a breach of Articl=s 12
obrligation o ensures healthnyy emdyaronmeental conditions | MMowvwing Fomns@ard Promisingly the Australian
Capital Termitory recently anmnounced itwould phase out woodfire heaters Dy 2095 in recogmnition of
the harmdul esalth and ermmvironmental impacts of woodfire emissions While a step i the right
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No community should have to rely on burning wood for energy @ we need to phase it out and
replace it with clean combustion-free energy!
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‘I am very fearful: Power plant key to Williams Lake economy on the verge of
shutdown - BC | Globalnews.ca




directicon and a precedent for other Australian jurisdictions to follow the 271 year window enables the E:H @ Eﬁ_.‘ .@
inewvitability of continued fatalities and illness to fester To recognise that it must proactively take y ." A @mm
steps within available resources to realise the right to healthAustralia must immediately adopt a ﬁ -?
unified and proactive regulatory fraAamessork that pricoritises health and human rights with respect to o ol | 'l
air guality This should begin with air guality standards. in line vwith WHO recommendations creating a * -
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consistent national baseline Additionally the Federmaml government should earmark subsidies or
similar fiscal incentives to citizens so o encouragse the transiticon from swwocdfire heaters o green
heating technologies This measasurse should prioritise the vualnerable populations in rural amd Lows
income areas and thersfore mitigate the inegualities they currently ars subjected to By adopting
thess proposals Australia can better Tulfil its intermational obligations under the ICESCRH and HNCOCTPR
and demonstrate global leadership in addressing health human rights and snwvircnmental
sustainability with respect 1o the dangers of wood fire heaters

g Sermany SThancellor Olaf Scholz of Germany on Saturday accused Wice President JOWanc e of
unacceptably interfering in the German imminent elsctions on behalf of a party thiat has playved down
the atrocities commiitied by the Mazis 80 years ago Excenpts edited by RAWVSERP for brewvity and clanity
and relationship 1o Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 5071 c3 nonprofit
organizatiom The Mewe York Times Februarny 15 2025 A day after Wance stunned the Munich Security
Confersnces by telling German leaders oo drop their so called firewall and alow the hard right
Altermative for Germmany or AfD to enter their federal government Olaf Scholz acocused YVance of
effectively viclating a commitmeant to newver again alloww Germany o e led by fascists who cowuld
repeat the horrors of the Holocaust A coormamitmeant to never again is not reconcilable with support for
the ATD Scholz said at the conference on Saturday mMmoming im an address openins the second daw of
the gathering Schols said the AFD had trivialized Nazi atrocities Like the concentration camp at
CDrachauw which Wance visited on Friday The chancellor said Germany would not acocept suggestions
from outsiders about howw to run its democracy or directives to work with such a party as AFD That is S
not done certainly not among frisends and allies Scholz said Where our democracy goes from hers is h_| L o Sy 3 Ao e
for us to decide Attendees at the spesch WVance mads had been expecting to hear details of the
Trump plans for Ukraine peace talks and MNATOD defense policies On Saturday President Wolodwmyr
Zelensky of Ukraine himsas4f put the focus on the Ukraine war in his remarks starkly laying out the
threat from Russian bhattle hardensd military and making an impassioned appeal for Eurcopeans to

A Heated Debate: Are Australian Woodfire Heaters Polluting the Nation’s Human
Rights Obligations?

take their security into their owwn hands: including by foming an Armmy of Europe that wwwowulbd
supplement US powsar on the continent His spesech drew standing ovations in contrast to the Yance
speaech the day before The Scholz commeants underscored a growvwing unease among Eurcpean
leaders about their relationship with the Uinited States and their own domestic politics They came as
leaders scramblaed at the summilt o formulate a response 1o the Tromp sudden shift in kraine policy
and the possibility that he could cut the continent out of negotiations Just a few daws before the
WVance remarks Trump threatened to impose new tarnffs on wvirtually every country the United States
trades with Then he spoke of negotiating an end to Russian war in Ukrai ne directly with Putin of




Russia leawing Eurgpeans including Ukraine wondering if they would be included Ths forsign minister
of Poland said at thhe summit that President Ermmanusel Macron of Francs had called an emergency
mesting of European leaders o discuss Ukrains on Sunday At the same timme Tar right parties across
Eurcpe= hawve gained ground by tapping into unease which al=so helped propel Trumipe ack o posssssr im
the United States The Wance comments suggested that a mewvw kind of American alliance with Eurcops
wwas forming that bypasses the official leadaership in favor of mowvemeants like the Gerrman AFD and the
MMational Rally in France At the Saturday sessicns of the security conference reacticns wers
predomimantly negative o thhe Vance spesech and the Trump agenda Scholzs was joined in his
criticismm by Friedrich Merz his rival as the chancellor wiho the consernsative Christian Democrats
candidate who polls suggest is the favorite 1o be the next leader of Germany YWance spent muach of
his spasch on Friday scolding Europeans for what he suggested wers Sowiset style restrictions on fres
specech across the continent On Saturday Friedrich Merz defended the German laws that prohibit
particular forms of speech including hate speech and anmneaed MNazi slogans including on social media
Merz al=o criticized the Trump tariff policy saying that Germany wanted o reducs tariffs not increass
therm and that we do not beliseve in trade conflicts The commeants vwere the latest in a series of
critiques of the WVance spesech from Germman politicians before the snap election next Sunday the
Scholesr Social Democrats are runming third or fowurth in most polls The A0 is mrunning second and its
chancellor candidate Alice Weidel met Wance on Friday in FMunich Altermative for Germmany SF0
candidates hawve been able to win parbliamentany seats but no other party has been willing to Torm a
coalition with them to take ocoontrol of the governmeaent Parts of the ATD haee besen classified as
extremist by Germman intelligence Some of s members hawve besen convicted of violating German Lawwe
against the use of MNMazi slogans Others hawve besn arrested for trying o owverthrow the fedaeral
gowvernment That collective shunning of the ATD and other extremist parties is known as the firewwall
Vance =aid the ATD and octher hard right parties across Eurnope represented legitimate voler ConcsSrns :
Thers is no roocm for firevwalls Vance said Scholz chided YWancoce for that focus ima gQuestion amnd : -y .
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answer session after his spesch He was asked by the editor in chisef of The EBconomist if Wance had :“ & - i

made any points in hbis speech worth reflecting on You mean all thesse very relevant discussions a !E’me‘ﬁﬁ’z N~ ﬂékﬁi j
about Ukraine and security im Eurcop=s7T Scholz said drawvwing lLaughter from the audiences Then Scholz e B D -
said Wve should be very clear that free speech in Europe means that you are not attacking others in Arl;le;ted Debate: Are Australian Woodfire Heaters Polluting the Nation’s Human
wWays that are against legislation and avws we hiawvws im our country And that i=s the case There is no Rights Obligations?

differences beteween the digital world and the analog world to sayw it like this Zelensky in his remarks
focused on the guestion of European defense Ths United States would be pivotal im ssecuring amy
cease Tfire in Ukraine Europese also has 1o also step up Thars were intelligences warmings of FRussian
plans to conduct military exercises in Belarus next surmmer Russia imvaded Ukaine afier deploying
trcops o Belamnus undsr the guise of exercises Europe just neasds 1o sStart acting in a way that no e
can say MNo o BEurncpe bhoss it around or treat it liks a pushover felenskey said In a comeyersation after
his speaasch Zelensky also said that Ukraine neseded to e at the table at any cease fire talks and he
asked o meast withh Trump befors amy meeting that Tromp has with Puotin of Russia it is up 0o them
they can discuss amything they want but not U krains withowt Likraine Zelensky said
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