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Why the Trump War on Solar Power Will Fail    Excerpts edited for brevity and clarity by Residents Against 
Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization       The New York Times    July 18 2025    
Article by Bill McKibben the author of the forthcoming book Here Comes the Sun and the founder of Sun 
Day an event on September 21 2025 to celebrate sun and wind power    In 1980 President Jimmy Carter 
proposed funding to help America get 20 percent of its energy from the sun by the year 2000    But then his 
successor Ronald Reagan shut down that process   going so far as to rip the solar panels off the White 
House roof    It took more than 35 years to get us back on track with the passage of the Inflation Reduction 
Act I R A in 2022 under President Joe Biden     Under Trump even though the damage from the 
congressional action will be very deep it almost will not last as long this time    For one it was not until 
1988  the Reagan last year in office  that the scientist James Hansen turned global warming into a 
political issue by declaring before Congress that there was an irrefutable connection between 
greenhouse gas emissions and the increase in the temperatures of the earth    The Trump administration 
scoffs at climate science   of course   but events will continue to make climate science relevant    
Secondly   wise policies in places like Germany and China touched off an engineering miracle that has 
lowered the cost of solar panels 99 percent since 1980    For the past three or four years we have lived on 
a planet where the cheapest way to generate energy is to point a sheet of glass at the sun    Australia 
shows the way on rooftop solar    Most estimates of the cost of the recent Trump legislation include more 
than 100 dollars a year in extra electricity costs for American families because we stay dependent on 
natural gas    Last year almost 96 percent of new electricity generation globally came from sun and wind 
technologies and batteries    India   where coal fired power declined 3 percent in the first half of the year 
announced on Monday that it had met its 2030 goal of providing half its electric capacity from renewables 
five years early    China installed almost 100 solar panels a second in May   smashing its record    Even 
Poland   the heart of the European lignite belt   got more of its electricity from renewables in May than 
from coal    You would say this is good news unless you owned an oil or gas company or a coal mine    
Then you would understand it as a threat to your business model and you might try to use your existing 
cash flow to game the system    You may recall that during his campaign President Trump reportedly told 
the oil barons of America that if they donated 1 billion dollars to help elect him they could get a lot of 
what they wanted     In the end they spent nearly half a billion in donations lobbying and advertising during 
the election cycle and that apparently was enough to very nearly win them carte blanche    Not only is the 
administration removing environmental regulations on oil and gas drilling and pulling the funding from 
anything remotely green it is also using the threat of tariffs to bully countries into buying the natural gas of 
America    It is an effort to slow down an inevitable transition    I believe it is inevitable that our country will 
eventually follow the rest of the world and that in 40 or so years America will run mainly on sun and wind    
The problem though is that if it takes us anything like 40 years then the world that runs on sun and wind 
will be catastrophically hot    Some of us are busy organizing a nationwide event called Sun Day on 
September 21    There will be electric vehicle parades and solar powered concerts ribbon cuttings at solar 
farms and protests at city halls and state houses demanding that they take the lead in shifting policies to 
make the energy transition easier    There is an enormous amount that can be done in red states as well 
as blue    Texas leads the country in clean energy installation     Utah this winter became the first state in 
the nation to permit balcony solar   the small scale units that hang from the verandas of millions of 
European apartments     Sun and wind are no longer alternative energy but the obvious path forward    The 



force of economic gravity that is finally on the side of clean energy    Polls show that many people despite 
every effort of the MAGA right the American people continue to love the idea of solar power     

Headlines  The New York Times July 18 2025    California Democratic Governor Gavin Newsom ready to 
pursue lawsuit against Fox News host despite on air apology   Gavin Newsom   The Guardian    
Democratic 2024 Autopsy Is Described as Avoiding the Likeliest Cause of Death   The New York Times   
RAWSEP View   A mistake according to this article of Kamala Harris framing the 2024 election as a choice 
between democracy and fascism seems like an understatement now that   in 2025   we are living through 
the fascism to say the least of Trump    Health    Your Joy span is the Key to Aging Well   The New York 
Times    Minnesota   RAWSEP View    State Senate of Minnesota loses one Democratic Member who is 
found guilty of Burglary   From the article headline    Minnesota State Senator Found Guilty in Burglary 
Trial   The New York Times    New York Mayoral Race meets New York House of Representatives Minority 
Leader    Mamdani Meets Hakeem Jeffries in Brooklyn as He Seeks to Expand His Coalition   The New York 
Times    Stephen Colbert    Opinion   An Uproar as CBS Cancels Stephen Colbert   The New York Times    
Trump Actions   RAWSEP View     Trump Lies to deflect attention from the Trump Epstein links    or Trump 
Lies for an unknown purpose or Trump lies stupidly for no purpose      One Trump purpose might be to gain 
MAGA attention by again discussing a serial killer admiringly      From the article headline    Late Night Fact 
Checks Trump on His Uncle and the Unabomber   The New York Times    Trump and Epstein Fallout    
Trump Sues Wall Street Journal for Article on Note to Epstein   The New York Times    Trump FDA    
RAWSEP View    Surprisingly the Trump Food and Drug Administration FDA attempts to stop one harmful 
drug from being distributed    From the article headline    Sarepta Refuses FDA Request to Stop Shipping 
Muscular Dystrophy Drug Elevidys   The New York Times    Japan    2025 Election    Sohei Kamiya Brings 
Trump Style Populism to the Election in Japan   The New York Times    Minnesota    RAWSEP View    
Apparent Assassin of Democratic Minnesota State Representative of Melissa Hortman and her husband 
is profiled as suddenly becoming conservative upon adulthood at age 18    He gave up baseball for   
unethical but traditional   religion    a story as old and boring as time      From the article headline    The 
Vance Boelter Life Before the Minnesota Shootings   The New York Times    Texas    RAWSEP View     Trump 
and defunding of FEMA and Climate Change    From the article headline       Why Are More Than 100 
People Still Missing in Texas 2 Weeks After the Floods    The New York Times    Headlines  The Guardian  
July 18 2025    Democrats    Stephen Colbert    Democrats condemn CBS for axing Colbert show  People 
deserve to know if this is politically motivated   Stephen Colbert   The Guardian    Trump Budget Cuts to 
fund tax breaks for the rich    Native American universities and colleges brace for crippling Trump cuts   
Native Americans   The Guardian    Trump and Epstein Fallout    The ghost of Epstein is haunting the Trump 
presidency  inside the Maga revolt   Donald Trump   The Guardian    Trump and Epstein Fallout    Trump 
sues Wall Street Journal and Rupert Murdoch over Epstein report   Donald Trump   The Guardian    Trump 
and Epstein Fallout    Trump worked to kill a story about his friendship with Epstein    Now we know why   
Margaret Sullivan   The Guardian    Brazil      RAWSEP View    Trump Tariffs against Brazil in retaliation for 
trial of Brazilian Trump ally     From the article headline    Bolsonaro   The Former President of Brazil 
Ordered to Wear Ankle Monitor Before Trial   The New York Times    Ukraine     RAWSEP View   The 
European Union and the United Kingdom are leading the way on support for Ukraine ahead of the United 
States    From the article headline    war briefing  EU and UK increase sanctions on Russia as drone strike 
on Odesa kills one   Ukraine   The Guardian    Russia Makes Gains in Ukraine in Summer Offensive   The 
New York Times    Japan Election 2025  What to Know   The New York Times 


