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0 RAWSEP View     It is known that wood burning emissions cause adverse health effects and early deaths 
to near neighbors   In this case the permit for a Mississippi Biomass wood pellet plant has sparked 
protests from near neighbors who enumerate adverse health effects from the air pollution of the plant    
The adverse health effects directly from the burning of the wood occur in the United Kingdom where the 
wood pellets from the Mississippi plant are shipped    Mississippi near neighbors to the wood pellet plant 
are suing    A second point is that coal mining workers are suing Trump because of adverse health effects 
of working with coal which is a solid fuel like wood fuel with both creating PM 2 point 5 emissions 
injurious to human health although the dirty renewable wood burning emits 2 point 8 times the PM 2 
point 5 and CO2 as the fossil fuel coal burning      The health effects on near neighbors of burning wood 
are even more devastating than those from burning coal for that reason       A third point in this episode is 
that rural voters should take note that a rural health fund has been cut by Trump 

 

 

1 Mississippi residents sue UK owned biomass firm granted permit for more emissions      Excerpts edited 
by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission 
Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization       The Guardian      October 18  2025      Nearby residents say 
they have had health concerns due to air pollution from Drax Biomass facility       Residents of a small 
Mississippi town are suing Drax Biomass after the company won a permit to become a major source of 
hazardous air pollution at a local wood pellet production plant    The subsidiary of the FTSE 250 energy 
company was previously denied permission to increase emissions in the 900 person town of Gloster 
Mississippi  after local residents warned that they had already suffered serious adverse health 
consequences because of the operation    But in a reversal of the April decision the Mississippi 
department of environmental quality MDEQ permit board on Wednesday granted the Drax Amite county 
wood pellet production facility a permit    The plant in Gloster converts trees sourced from southern US 
states into wooden pellets which are burned as biomass fuel in the Drax huge power station in Selby 
North Yorkshire England    Drax is expected to receive more than 10 billion pounds in UK renewable 
energy subsidies between 2012 and 2027 for its biomass generation according to the thinktank Ember  
despite criticism from green groups and climate scientists which claim that the wood it uses to 
manufacture biomass pellets is not sustainably sourced    The company was found to have supplied 
inaccurate data relating to its sourcing of biomass leading to a 25 million pound 33 million dollar fine 
which was paid to the UK energy regulator    The company is currently being investigated by the UK 
Financial Conduct Authority FCA and lawmakers in the UK have been reviewing the billions in renewables 
subsidies the North Yorkshire plant receives    The new lawsuit against Drax alleges that the Amite county 
facility  which shares a fence line with the larger community  has unlawfully exposed locals to excessive 
levels of chemicals and pollutants    It says those in turn have coated the homes of people and put them 
at greater risk of diseases such as cancer and respiratory illness    Residents of the Gloster predominantly 
Black low income town have reported feeling dizzy getting headaches and otherwise feeling unwell since 
the facility opened a decade ago and they have expressed concern that any plans for increased 
emissions could worsen respiratory illnesses heart disease and other health issues linked to the 
pollutants    The approval came despite the previous standards violations  of the site which resulted in a 



250 thousand dollar fine last year for releasing over 50 percent more harmful pollutants than allowed and 
a 2 point 5million dollar penalty in 2020    In a recent letter to the Mississippi governor and the MDEQ 
permit board 85 advocacy organizations expressed concern at the effect the Drax manufacturing has had 
on the Gloster residents and urged steps to ensure they can breathe clean safe air    From young children 
with asthma who are unable to play outside to elderly residents reliant on costly breathing treatments it 
is clear that Gloster is a community in crisis the organizations wrote    Those who can afford to leave are 
doing so they added while those who remain are left to suffer worsening health    

 

2 Montana      Missoula and Livingston      Trump Pollution        The Kids Who Sued Trump Just Lost Big in 
Court    Or Did They?       Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents 
Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization       The New York Times         
October 18  2025     A federal judge threw out their climate lawsuit against the president a few days ago    
But legal experts say there was a silver lining in the opinion of the judge      When a judge threw out a 
lawsuit this week accusing President Trump of violating the Constitution it was a major setback for a 
group of young people trying to fight climate change in the courts    But the ruling had a silver lining    The 
judge also said the plaintiffs had successfully argued that climate change constitutes a health 
emergency for children    Legal experts said that language reinforced a yearslong strategy by an 
organization called The Trust of Our Children a public interest law firm to put children and young people 
in the courtroom and on the stand to argue that governments should do more to rein in global warming          
The opinion of the judge offered very detailed guidance for designing cases that can overcome the 
challenges this one faced         The judge dismissed the case citing the legal precedent that a similar case 
had been thrown out earlier          The court went out of its way he said to establish that the plaintiffs in the 
case Lighthiser versus Trump had successfully tied health risks for children to the Trump climate policies    
It did not have to       But by doing so the ruling even though it is a clear loss for the plaintiffs will shape 
how other courts weigh similar arguments in the future    The strategy of filing climate lawsuits with 
children and young people as plaintiffs has become a fixture of the legal landscape worldwide in recent 
years    It can win sympathy and public attention for a case but it has its risks too    For the plaintiffs there 
is the risk of putting children or young people on the stand and exposing them not only to cross 
examination but also potential public criticism or attacks more broadly    As for the defense young 
plaintiffs can raise difficult questions about when or how aggressively to go about cross examining 
people who might be as young as elementary school age    For example in the Montana case thrown out 
this week the Justice Department declined to cross examine two of the underage plaintiffs ages 17 and 11 
during a two day hearing last month     That hearing in the federal court in Missoula had moments of 
drama    In the case filed in May a group of 22 young people led by The Trust of Our Children sued the 
federal government arguing that three of the Trump executive orders promoting fossil fuels would 
intensify climate change threatening the health of young people and violating the guarantees of life and 
liberty in the Constitution    Government lawyers countered that the lawsuit was meritless and should be 
dismissed     A  17 year old young woman of Livingston Montana was one of the plaintiffs who took the 
stand testifying about the difficulties of caring for her horses during wildfires    Later listening to a defense 
argument that involved making a point about laws against speeding she scribbled a note to her lawyer    
People get a choice on how fast they go on the highway she wrote    We cannot choose how much coal is 
driven through my town         Later her lawyer Julia Olson read the note in court saying The plaintiffs always 
make me cry Your Honor    But the case could not overcome what the defendants the president and a 
dozen federal agencies said was its fatal flaw    They argued that it was a facsimile of a case filed a decade 
ago by The Trust of Our Children       Juliana versus United States    The US  Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit the same court that would hear an appeal in this case previously had dismissed Juliana finding 
that the political branches of government not the courts were the appropriate venue for the plaintiffs 
demands    Judge Christensen essentially concluded that his hands were bound by the precedent set by 



that earlier decision           Olson has vowed to appeal the decision of the judge    Despite the recent 
setback The Trust of Our Children has had some high  profile successes with the strategy of putting young 
people at the center of climate lawsuits    The group won a closely watched case in Montana State Court 
in 2023 and came to a settlement last year in a lawsuit against the Hawaii Department of Transportation      
An emeritus professor at the Vermont Law and Graduate School was also unsurprised by the decision in 
the Lighthiser case given the precedent    But he called the 31 page opinion of the judge groundbreaking 
and said it would help build a body of law on climate change and its effects on children    No other US  
court decision has gone this far he said    He also pointed to similar cases in Colombia and Germany as 
well as a recent International Court of Justice advisory opinion on the legal obligations of states with 
regard to climate change which was spurred by a yearslong campaign led by students from Pacific island 
countries    That ruling of the court while lacking an enforcement mechanism said that governments must 
protect people from the urgent and existential threat of climate change    The Juliana case has no path 
forward in US  courts since the Supreme Court declined to hear an appeal    However The Trust of Our 
Children is now bringing it to an international body the Inter American Commission on Human Rights 
which is part of the Washington based Organization of American States    In a petition filed last month  the 
group argued that the United States had violated international law by blocking access to justice for the 
young plaintiffs       it was exceedingly rare to have testimony about climate change in a US  federal court    
In her closing argument at the recent hearing in Montana Olson invoked another case in which children 
were plaintiffs Brown v    Board of Education the 1954 Supreme Court case that declared segregation in 
schools unconstitutional    The Trust of Our Children might have more success in electoral politics than in 
courts of law    Climate change is ultimately a political issue he said    It may be that these kids could have 
more of an influence on parents and grandparents in the voting booth than they are in the courtroom    A 
photograph of  A bag of colored markers and a hand drawn poster that reads in part Livable Future    

 

 

3  Coal miners their family members and union representatives rallied outside of the US Department of 
Labor      Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood 
Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization       Inside Climate News Weekly      October 
18  2025     Coal miners their family members and union representatives urged Trump to enforce a rule 
that was meant to protect miners from serious health complications but has been on hold for months    A 
federal district court in Montana Wednesday granted the Trump request to toss out a youth led lawsuit 
challenging Trump efforts to increase the extraction and use of fossil fuels and other actions that 
suppress climate science and undermine renewable energy    Trump Is Cutting Billions in Clean Energy 
Investments But the Savings Are Overstated      As prices for wind and solar drop favoring fossil fuels 
means the US is putting all of our money on a horse that is already lost as one clean energy advocate put 
it    Federal Actions Make the New York Energy Future More Uncertain      Amid cuts to federal clean energy 
grants and pressure from activists to meet New York climate targets Governor Kathy Hochul faces tough 
choices and lofty expectations    Rising Electric Rates Tied to Distribution Spending Disasters and Some 
Clean Energy Programs Study Says      A new report from Lawrence Berkeley National Lab identified broad 
trends in electric rates from 2019 to 2024 but cautioned that it could not prove causality and pricing 
dynamics vary state to state         The Environmental Protection Agency EPA Comeback is a Sham Fueled 
by the Trump Authoritarian Power Grab Critics Charge      The agency replaced civil servants with Trump 
loyalists and has failed to correct scientific integrity violations and a flawed cancer risk assessment of a 
popular pesticide during the Trump first term watchdog groups say    As EPA Stalls States Are Left to 
Handle Solar Panel Waste      A federal plan to manage the coming solar waste tsunami of retired panels 
has missed its start date leaving states and the solar industry to patch together their own rules for retiring 
the panels    Fifteen states have no rules at all    



4 States Jostle Over 50 Billion Dollar Rural Health Fund as the Trump Medicaid Cuts Trigger Scramble        
Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke 
Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization       KFF Health Newsletter       October 17 2025      In 
This Edition      KFF Health News Original Stories      States Jostle Over 50 Billion Dollar Rural Health Fund 
as the Trump Medicaid Cuts Trigger Scramble      Pharmaceuticals      Trump Touts Pledge To Sell IVF Drugs 
At 70% Discount On His Branded Site      Spending And Fiscal Battles      USDA Secretary Warns Funds For 
Food Stamps Will Run Out In Two Weeks      Ex National Institute of Health NIH Workers Detail Grim 
Reality Of Crippled Agency In Constant Chaos      Health Industry      With Possible Sale Of 2 Pennsylvania 
Hospitals The Prospect Company Troubled Tale May Soon End      State Watch      Cook County Illinois 
Sees Highest Decline In Fatal ODs Among Largest Counties      Lifestyle and Health      Pickleball Related 
Eye Injuries Surge      Weekend Reading      Longer Looks Interesting Reads You Might Have Missed      
Editorials And Opinions      Viewpoints Autism Spectrum Needs Subtypes      From KFF Health News  KFF 
Health News Original Stories      States Jostle Over 50 billion dollar Rural Health Fund as the Trump 
Medicaid Cuts Trigger Scramble      States are battling for their piece of 50 billion dollars in federal rural 
health funding but it is not just hospitals vying for the money    Tech startups and policy demands are 
raising the stakes as Medicaid cuts loom      Sarah Jane Tribble October 17  2025      Here is the health 
policy haiku for today      IT IS NOT THAT SIMPLE      One click to heal all      websites whisper liberty         
Health waits still unpaid       Anonymous      If you have a health policy haiku to share please Contact Us 
and let us know if we can include your name    Haikus follow the format of 5 then 7 then 5 syllables    We 
give extra brownie points if you link back to an original story    Opinions expressed in haikus and cartoons 
are solely the opinion of the author and do not reflect the opinions of KFF Health News or KFF         
Summaries Of The News      Pharmaceuticals       Trump Touts Pledge To Sell IVF Drugs At 70% Discount On 
His Branded Site      In exchange drugmaker EMD Serono would get a reprieve from certain tariffs if it also 
invests in research and manufacturing in the US  The government also might consider a speedier FDA 
review for another fertility medicine the company wants to bring to the US  market         The Wall Street 
Journal Trump Cost Of Ozempic Could Be 150 dollars    Dr    Oz Not Yet         President Trump said in the 
Oval Office on Thursday that the cost of Ozempic or the fat loss drug could be 150 dollars or much lower 
than the current cost    Dr    Mehmet Oz the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services administrator 
jumped in to say the cost of those drugs had not yet been negotiated    Trump is negotiating the price of 
drugs with several pharmaceutical companies and has already struck deals with Pfizer and AstraZeneca    
Andrews October 16  2025      Associated Press      Associated Press      AP California To Sell Affordable 
Insulin Under State Label Starting January 1  2026     Governor Gavin Newsom said Thursday that 
California will begin selling affordable insulin under its own label on January 1  2026 nearly three years 
after he first announced a partnership to sell state branded generic drugs at lower prices    But California 
will not be the only state making lower cost insulin available    The nonprofit Civica said it will also 
distribute its economical diabetes medication to pharmacies nationwide    California began partnering 
with Civica in 2023 for its California Prescription Cal Rx brand of insulin and put 50 million dollars toward 
its development the company said    Weber October 16  2025      Spending And Fiscal Battles      Politico It 
is Too Late To Extend ACA Subsidies Without Major Disruptions Some States And Lawmakers Say      Time 
is quickly running out to shield Obamacare customers from explosive sticker shock    State insurance 
officials are warning that the longer Congress waits to extend enhanced Affordable Care Act subsidies 
which help low  and middle income people afford premiums the more difficult it will be to update rates 
before consumers start shopping for 2026 coverage on November 1  2025    King and Hooper October 16  
2025      Politico Republicans Again Find Themselves In An Obamacare Pickle      The ongoing debate over 
soon to expire Affordable Care Act insurance subsidies has reopened an old wound for Republicans What 
should they do about the health care law they have railed against for more than a decade but has now 
taken root with their own constituents? While some GOP hard liners are again embracing repeal and 
replace rhetoric the scars from the failed attempt of Republicans to undo the ACA in 2017 have left a 
broader swath of Republicans extremely wary of trying to rip out the law even as they continue to criticize 



it    Guggenheim Carney and Hill October 17  2025      Associated Press      AP Democrats Say Trump 
Should Be Involved In Shutdown Talks      President Donald Trump is showing little urgency to broker a 
compromise that would end the government shutdown even as Democrats insist no breakthrough is 
possible without his direct involvement    Three weeks in Congress is at a standstill    The House has not 
been in session for a month and senators left Washington on Thursday frustrated by the lack of progress    
Republican leaders are refusing to negotiate until a short term funding bill to reopen the government is 
passed while Democrats say they will not agree without guarantees on extending health insurance 
subsidies    For now Trump appears content to stay on the sidelines    Cappelletti and Min Kim October 17  
2025      In related news about Medicaid cuts    The American Essential Hospitals President and CEO had 
no time to ease into her new role in September    The association and its nearly 400 members a mix of 
urban safety net hospitals and rural community hospitals are facing steep federal funding cuts starting 
next year plus ongoing economic pressures and right now a two week government shutdown     Hudson 
October 16  2025      KFF Health News States Jostle Over 50 Billion Dollar Rural Health Fund As The Trump 
Medicaid Cuts Trigger Scramble      Nationwide states are racing to win their share of a new 50 billion 
dollar rural health fund    But helping rural hospitals as originally envisioned is quickly becoming a quaint 
idea    Rather states should submit applications that rebuild and reshape how health care is delivered in 
rural communities Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services official Abe Sutton said late last month 
during a daylong meeting at the Washington DC Watergate Hotel    Simply changing the way government 
pays hospitals has been tried and has failed Sutton told the audience of more than 40 office staffers in 
the office of the governor and state health agency leaders       some from as far away as Hawaii    Tribble 
October 17  2025      What the AMA says about The Trump policies       Stat AMA President Defends the 
Doctor Group Response To Trump Policies      The American Medical Association President defended the 
restrained advocacy strategy that the largest professional medical organization in America has taken with 
Trump while playing up the alignment between federal health officials and the AMA on issues like prior 
authorization as part of a Thursday conversation at the STAT Summit    Gaffney October 16  2025      Ex 
National Institutes of Health NIH Workers Detail Grim Reality Of Crippled Agency In Constant Chaos      
The former leaders and a researcher tracking the effects of funding cuts lament the loss of research 
critical to their mission and fear up and coming scientists will not seek government work    They also fear 
things have not bottomed out yet    Plus The Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report is on hiatus despite 
being published during previous shutdowns         NBC News The Fates of Fired CDC Workers Hang In The 
Balance After Week Of Chaos      After a week of chaos and confusion as Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention employees described it the fates of more than 600 workers hang in the balance now that a 
federal judge has temporarily blocked their terminations    Bendix and Edwards October 16  2025      
MedPage Today Voice Of CDC Goes Silent      The Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report MMWR is not 
publishing during the federal government shutdown a departure from the past according to sources    The 
CDC flagship scientific publication was published during every previous shutdown back into the 1990s at 
least     Charlotte Kent PhD MPH the most recent former editor of the journal told MedPage Today    Fiore 
October 16  2025      More on RFK Junior        The Hill John Thune Questions RFK Junior Medical Advice For 
Women      Senate Majority Leader John Thune Republican of South Dakota said if he was a woman he 
would not take medical advice from Health and Human Services Secretary RFK Junior citing recent 
claims the secretary made that President Trump endorsed    John Thune in a Thursday interview was 
asked whether the GOP was becoming a party of no dissent noting that lawmakers like Republican 
Senators Bill Cassidy Republican of Louisiana and Susan Collins Republican of Maine who are up for 
reelection are among the few who have publicly disagreed with party leadership and the White House on 
some issues    Choi October 16  2025      Stat    Nephew Joe Kennedy III Split With Uncle RFK Jr Over Grave 
Concerns About US  Health      On vaccines and funding cuts       The Colorado Sun Colorado Joins New 
Multistate Alliance For Public Health Guidance      In the latest attempt to push back on changing federal 
health policy under Trump Colorado has joined with 13 other states and one territory to form a new group 
called the Governors Public Health Alliance    Ingold October 17  2025      Health Industry      With Possible 



Sale Of 2 Pennsylvania Hospitals the Troubled Tale of the Prospect Company May Soon End      Deals are 
in the works to sell two of its shuttered hospitals Chester Medical Center and Springfield Hospital for a 
combined 13 million dollars    In other news from Pennsylvania Philadelphia based Jefferson Health is 
laying off 650 workers        Chicago Tribune Weiss West Suburban Owe More Than 69 Million dollars In 
Taxes      The now shuttered Weiss Memorial Hospital and its sister hospital West Suburban Medical 
Center owe more than 69 million dollars in unpaid taxes and penalties to the state of Illinois according to 
documents and information from the Illinois Department of Healthcare and Family Services    Schencker 
October 16  2025      Private equity investors are training their attention on cardiology a fast growing 
specialty rife with financial opportunity    Investor interest in outpatient cardiology practices has grown in 
recent years driven by a fragmented market landscape facing financial pressures and an aging population 
of patients and providers    The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services also is reimbursing more 
cardiac procedures in ambulatory settings which has been an impetus for private equity firms to make 
investments    Hudson October 16  2025      On layoffs and staff shortages       In tech news       Modern 
Healthcare The Microsoft Dragon Copilot Adds Ambient AI Tool For Nurses      Microsoft is expanding the 
capabilities of its generative artificial intelligence assistant Dragon Copilot by adding a specialized tool 
for nurses    The tool will allow nurses to document care using ambient AI a technology that captures 
audio conversations between patients and clinicians and enters summaries of those interactions into the 
electronic health record the company said Thursday    Perna October 16  2025 

Headlines  The New York Times  October 19  2025      Artificial Intelligence        Opinion   What Is the 
OpenAI Sora Slop App For Exactly    The New York Times        Artificial Intelligence        Trump Posts Fake A   I    
Video of Himself Flying a King Trump Jet Over Protesters   The New York Times        California      Nature     A 
Sea Otter Is Stealing Surfboards Near Santa Cruz California   The New York Times         California        Trump 
Military       Shell Detonated Over Interstate 5 During Marines Event California Officials Say   The New York 
Times         California     Trump Military       Vance Flexes the Might of Marines as Thousands Protest The 
Trump Agenda   The New York Times         Consumers       Exercise       9 Exercises for Strong Stable Ankles   
The New York Times         Consumers       Housing         Moving in Retirement  Here is How to Minimize 
Regrets      The New York Times          Democrats      It is 2025 and Democrats Are Still Running Against 
Trump   The New York Times          Democrats       White House and Government Agencies Join Bluesky Then 
Attack Democrats   The New York Times         Gun Control        Consumers       Information        Wikipedia 
Volunteers Avert Tragedy by Taking Down Gunman at Conference   The New York Times         Music      
Netflix Jumps Into Podcasts With Spotify Deal   The New York Times          Nature         Sea Otters Are 
Stealing Surfboards in Santa Cruz    Again      The New York Times           New York City Mayoral Race      
Opinion   Mamdani Jeffries and How to Beat Trump at His Own Game   The New York Times         New York 
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No Kings       Protests Against Trump Draws Thousands Across the US    The New York Times         No Kings        
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New York Times            TV      The Bari Weiss First Days at CBS  Booking Big Guests and Irked by Leaks   The 
New York Times           TV        NBC News Cuts About 7 percent of Staff   The New York Times          Tennessee     
University      Can a University From Tennessee Help Accelerate Growth in West Palm Beach    The New 
York Times          Trump Actions        Opinion   Trump Is Dragging Us Down to His Level   The New York Times         
Trump Economy       Gold Bars Gold Necklaces Gold Earrings  The Rush to Cash In   The New York Times            
Trump Economy         Wealthy Americans Are Spending    People With Less Are Struggling      The New York 
Times           Trump Economy          Wire cutter Guide to Navigating Tariffs This Holiday Season   Reviews by 
Wire cutter           Trump Enemy       Case Against Bolton Raises Questions Over The Justice Department 



Use of Espionage Act   The New York Times             Trump Epstein Fallout        Opinion   The Burden Placed 
on Sexual Abuse Survivors   The New York Times             Trump Technology        The Tech Right Gets Its Own 
Phyllis Schlafly   The New York Times           Women        Sports       The WNBA Has Become Extremely 
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