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and California Los Angeles Once a Gamble in the Desert Electric Grid Batteries Are Everywhere
An early grid battery was installed in the Atacama Desert in Chile 15 years ago Now as prices have
tumbled they are increasingly being used around the world Photo of Andes Solar IV one of the largest
solar farms in Chile The rapid growth of renewable energy is among the factors making batteries a
necessity Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against
Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization = The New York Times December
52025 American researchers invented the lithium ion battery in the 1970s and later showed that the
devices could help the electric grid But for a long time batteries made little headway because grid
managers and utility executives dismissed them as expensive and risky One of the first breakthroughs
came about 15 years ago when engineers at a US energy company installed one of the first lithium ion
batteries tied to a grid in a desert nearly 9000 feet above sea level in Chile Challenging conventional
notions of how the electricity system should be run that team helped prove that batteries could help
make electric grids more stable and reliable The concept of storing energy was notnew Thomas
Edison developed alkaline nickel iron batteries largely for industry and early electric vehicles Various
companies tried other technologies like sodium sulfur which have not gained much traction And some
utilities have long pumped water uphill so that later it could be sent back down to generate electricity
But those systems were relatively limited The kinds of lithium batteries installed in the Atacama Desert
in 2009 by comparison are now being used around the world The batteries soak up power from the solar
farm which is in the Atacama Desert The rapid growth of wind and solar power and the rising demand for
electricity from data centers are making batteries a necessity They store surplus renewable energy for
when it is not windy or sunny and maintain a balance between energy supply and demand Consider
California Inrecentyears state officials have often asked residents to use less electricity on hot
summer days to prevent power outages Butthere have been no such alerts since 2022 largely because
batteries have allowed California to use its abundant solar power well into the evening Over the last
seven years California added 30 times as much battery storage capacity as it had in 2018 The rest of the
world has also seen impressive growth according to the International Energy Agency a multilateral
organization in Paris The boom was made possible by a stunning 90 percent drop in the cost of batteries
over the last 15 years as new factories have come on line Chinais by far the largest battery
manufacturer in the world but Europe India and the United States have recently been increasing
production too Batteries are changing the game before our eyes the executive director of the



International Energy Agency said recently The batteries some as large as shipping containers are now
being used for energy storage in pretty much every country Earlier some Americans clearly saw the
benefits of batteries One of them was an executive at AES which owns utilities and power plants across
the world He began to look into lithium ion batteries when his bosses asked employees to pitch
proposals for a billion dollaridea he thought batteries could reduce the need for power plants that
utilities used only when electricity demand climbed to peak levels Why would you build an asset that
you were not going to use more than 5 percent of the time? Shelton said We were saying batteries
should be an alternative to peaker plants He first installed battery cells at a nondescript electricity
substation outside Indianapolis Indiana a city known for its 500 mile carrace His company later
connected one in Norristown Pennsylvania at an operations center of the largest grid manager PIM
Interconnection inthe US The Los Angeles area was connected next followed by a larger battery for the
Indianapolis grid While his tests were successful they did not sufficiently impress many American utility
executives The reaction was typical of an industry that prides itself for sticking with what it knows best
— large coal gas and nuclear power plants Anything else has generally been treated as a threat that may
cause blackouts Even now US utilities in many states are reluctant to add batteries A lot fewer large
batteries are being added in the Southeast for example than in California and Texas Ultility executives
are not the only ones who are skeptical So are policymakers and many ordinary Americans Some local
governments have banned big batteries because of safety concerns In May and June a large battery
complex in Monterey County Calif was destroyed in a fire that spewed smoke and harmful chemicals
Despite that disaster energy experts say many risks have been addressed The California fire happened
in a type of battery that most companies no longer use And those batteries were installed in a power
plant building where the fire easily spread from device to device Most batteries are installed outdoors to
reduce the chances that fires spread In Chile which has no domestic fuel sources with too little energy
for its people and its copper iodine and lithium mines Chile was forced to rely on power plants that
burned expensive imported coal Butthose plants could not be easily turned up or down and the needs
of the Chile mining companies fluctuated a lot That was where the batteries came in While it can take
a coal plant about 12 minutes to get going batteries can discharge power almost instantly By pairing the
two engineers realized that batteries could deliver the electricity that mines needed while coal plants
fired up The man worked 16 hour days for six months to connect the first commercialized lithium
battery to an electric grid That device still stands though most of its tasks have been taken over by
newer more efficient and affordable units The project was immediately successful helping keep the
electricity system stable when mining operations caused surges that had previously led to grid failures
and outages AES executives back in the United States kept close track of what was happening in Chile
And in 2010 the company installed commercial battery systems in New York and Texas Two years later
AES began adding more batteries in Chile including next to big solar farms the last decade batteries
have helped Chile use less coal Last December the country got more than 40 percent of its electricity
from solar panels and wind turbines up from 19 percent five years earlier according to Ember Energy
Research a nonprofit Australia Britain China India and other countries have also been adding lots of
renewable energy and batteries The man said that even he had been surprised by the recent rapid
growth of batteries We under predicted how far the prices would fall I Dirty Energy Maha
versus Maga feud grows as Trump EPA rolls back rules on toxic chemicals Make America healthy again
leaders call for Lee Zeldin to quit for favoring chemical companies over US families = RAWSEP View

Are MAHA mothers who do not want their children vaccinated the same MAHA mothers that
supposedly might object to toxic chemicals? RAWSEP believes these two ideas could not exist in the
same brain It seems that if the affordability of the lives of MAHA mothers would change if toxic
chemicals were outlawed then MAHA mothers would drop any objections to toxic chemicals

Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood
Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization The Guardian December7 2025

Make America healthy again Maha movement leaders have put out a petition calling for Trump to



fire Environmental Protection Agency EPA administrator Lee Zeldin who since being appointed in late
January has quickly moved to undo toxic chemical regulations and fast track pesticide approvals The
petition represents the latest salvo in a growing Maha Maga feud over the Trump policies around toxic
chemicals and pesticides Trump campaigned on cleaning up the water and food supply of America a
priority for the RFK Junior led Maha movement that helped propel Trump to office But the Trump
administration also has close ties to the chemical and pesticides industry Maha leaders have voiced a
litany of grievances with Zeldin and the EPA as it enacted policies that they say has put public health at
risk and benefited the chemical industry Rather than supporting your initiative to Make America Healthy
Again which millions of Republicans and independents alike embraced Administrator Zeldin has
prioritized the interests of chemical corporations over the wellbeing of American families and children
the petition reads It was supported by about a dozen Maha influencers including Zen Honeycutt Kelly
Ryerson and Vani Hari The aim of the petition is to get the Trump attention a woman leader of MAHA said
RAWSEP View  On arelated issue that should be of concern to MAHA mothers but instead MAHA
mothers are raving about his dangerous practice Photo of illustration of a hyperbaric chamber filled
with flames Itis absolute anarchy Oxygen therapy chambers have led to horrific deaths Why are Maha
elite raving about them? Read more IEurope Trump Has Long Disdained the Elites of Europe
Now It is Official A new White House policy document formalizes the Trump contempt for leaders of
Europe It made clearthatthe continent now stands at a strategic crossroads Photo of 2 soldiers
climbing up the side of a ship at sea while others remain in an inflatable boat Photo of a Norwegian
soldier during a NATO military exercise this year European governments have tried to wean themselves
off American military might by increasing their own military spending and cooperation Excerpts edited
by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission
Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization The New York Times December 62025 The
Trump administration has not exactly kept its low regard for Europe secret Trump has long portrayed
European allies as freeloaders that fail to pay enough for their own security and argued that the European
Union was formed to screw the United States Now that hostility is official White House policy The
Trump administration issued a national security strategy paper this week that called for European nations
to take primary responsibility for their own defense indicating that the United States should no longer
guarantee European security Itaccused the European Union of stifling political liberty warned that
some NATO members risked becoming a no longer European majority and said the US should align with
patriotic European parties code for the far right movements of Europe Germany one country best
placed to defend the continent in a major land conflict passing legislation on Friday to increase its forces
by nearly 50 percent And the European Union now has a commissioner for defense whose primary job is
to boost regional arms production and cooperation But the reality remains that Europe lacking real
military integration key capabilities and ammunition is hugely reliant on the United States and on an
administration that professes to not like it much Some of European sovereigntist right wing parties
welcomed the intrusion and the long awaited recognition from the White House Allthese things are our
message our diagnosis so we are happy said a member of the European Parliament with the Spain far
right Vox party who said that during previous administrations we were very afraid of the United States
Under Trump however it was a source of comfort the man said adding It is a new era IJapan and
Michigan Tiny Gas Powered Vehicles which lack safety features  Could Trump Bring the Tiny
Cars of Japan to America? Not So Fast Trump is pushing to approve their production in the United States
Photo of a tiny white car sitting in an open garage of a building A Japanese kei car sitsin a garage in
Sapporo Japan Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against
Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization = The New York Times December
6 2025 Theyarelean Butthe keis which typically weigh less than half of standard cars most likely
would not meet the mandatory safety requirements for vehicles sold in the United States Older models
can lack safety features like airbags Despite those setbacks kei vehicles are winning a loyal American
following Enthusiasts can import vehicles that are more than 25 years old under a provision meant to



accommodate classic car collectors An estimated 7500 kei vehicles were imported into the United
States lastyear The Trump newfound enthusiasm for kei cars was spurred in part by concern about
affordability InJapan a basic new kei car or truck costs about 10 thousand dollars while used models
can go for less than half that price The average price of a new car in America nhow exceeds 50 thousand
dollars according to Kelley Blue Book For automakers to be able to sell let alone manufacture similar
cars in the United States one of several things would need to happen Some states do not allow the
microcars on highways or do not allow them to be registered Getting insurance can be tricky too You
do not have all of the crash bars or the sturdy metal frame that is going to protect you If you get into a
collision with a 5000 pound pickup truck you are going to lose IRetirement Consumers Could
You Really Wait Till 70 to Take Social Security? The standard advice is to hold off but most retirees claim
the benefit as soon as they can at age 62 Here is what to know when you are planning the unplannable
A married couple calculated that waiting until 70 to take Social Security would not net them more over
their retirement Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents
Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization The New York Times
December 7 2025 When claiming Social Security the best financial move you can make is to wait until
age 70 Thatis the gold standard advice from experts About 40 percent of retirees get more than half of
their retirement income from Social Security according to the National Bureau of Economic Research
About 13 percent depend entirely on their benefits Experts say that most people approaching
retirement will fall into one of these scenarios Here is what they say you should think about if you are 1
Healthy and wealthy If you and a spouse are in the lucky minority of retirees who are healthy with more
than adequate savings especially if you have enough that you are worried about tax consequences then
delay claiming Social Security until 70 and spend down your IRA or other tax deferred retirement
accounts first to reduce your tax bite 2 Healthy and not so wealthy If you and a spouse are healthy but
worry that you do not have enough money saved to cover a potential 30 year retirement the unwelcome
advice is to work as long as you can and delay claiming Social Security as long as you can You want to
maximize your benefits in your late 80s and beyond 3 Miserable If your job has become untenable or
you are still craving adventure at middle age claiming Social Security can be a bridge to a new life by
allowing you to preserve other savings or retirement investments Plan carefully take stock of other
resources income from a spouse home equity or other assets and make peace with the idea that you may
need to live frugally or return to work at least part time 4 Not so healthy If you are battling illness and
your years look short claim Social Security when you stop working There is no point in waiting until age
70 if there is a very real possibility you will not live past 80 5 In no way wealthy If you are scraping by or
were pushed out of a job after turning 50 you may have no choice but to claim your Social Security
benefits as soon as you turn 62 I RFKJunior Lack of Knowledge of Science and Medicine

The Married Scientists Torn Apart by a Covid Bioweapon Theory In 2020 a Chinese virologist
fled to the United States aided by allies of Trump who sought to promote her unproven theories about the

origins of Covid 19 Her husband still cannot find her Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and
clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit
organization The New York Times December7 2025 One morning in April 2020 Ranawaka Perera

cooked fried eggs and tomatoes for his wife Li Meng Yan Dr Yan was convinced that the prevailing
theory that Covid 19 had emerged from a live animal market in the city of Wuhan was false and that the
truth was much darker She believed the Chinese government had purposefully grown the virus in a lab
and released it to set off a deadly pandemic Dr Perera an experienced virologist did not rule out the
possibility of a lab accident But that would have been far different from a deliberate release and he told
Dr Yan who was relatively new to their field that it was too soon to know where the virus had come from
if they ever would The whole arc of the story and the counternarrative that we put out about Covid a lot
of itwas because of Dr Yan Steve Bannon said in arecent interview She became a media star Dr Yan
does notwant to be found Dr Yanis now effectively trapped in the United States her once promising
career and happy marriage destroyed Have the years of isolation since she left surrounded only by



people who support her theories detached her from reality? But Dr Yan insisted that the reality she now
inhabits is the only one she desires When asked if she missed her old life she said simply It is my
previous life I RFKJunior Lack of Knowledge of Science and Medicine Minnesota  Saint Paul
and Texas Austin Confusion Anxiety for Parents as Vaccine Guidelines are Upended
Conflicting recommendations leave parents with more questions than answers when it comes to
vaccines for their newborn children Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and
relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization
The New York Times December 7 2025 Her daughter is only six weeks old but a 35 year old
woman is already worried that it could be difficult to secure childhood immunizations over the next
several years given shifting vaccine guidance from the federal government For many parents rapidly
changing recommendations around vaccines have added a layer of anxiety in navigating what is typically
a stressful time with a new baby athome New moms said the shifting health advice from the Trump
administration has made an already seemingly endless number of decisions feel even more daunting
On Friday a federal vaccine committee at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention voted to end a
decades old recommendation that all newborns be immunized at birth against hepatitis B a highly
infectious virus that can cause severe liver damage Many medical groups and public health experts
immediately pushed back saying that the universal vaccination at birth had helped to eliminate nearly all
cases among newborns in the US and that there was no evidence of harm from the shots at any age -

I RFK Junior Lack of Knowledge of Science and Medicine Analysis of the latest ACIP

meeting at the CDC Vaccines and rigorous science are increasingly under attack A close look at how
the CDC vaccine advisory committee under RFK Junior again changed high stakes recommendations
without solid evidence Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to
Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization Inside
Medicine Newsletter  Jeremy Faust MD December 6 2025 Friends Yesterday and today |
watched many hours of the CDC meeting of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices ACIP .

ACIP makes national



vaccine policy unless higher ups reject their recommendations something which has happened but
infrequently Meanwhile that is not true for the Vaccines For Children program For that the committee
votes are binding with or without the adoption by the CDC Director or Secretary I RFK Junior

Lack of Knowledge of Science and Medicine ACIP key takeaways What really happened and
what it means for you Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to
Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization Your Local
Epidemiologist Newsletter Katelyn Jetelina December5 2025 The two day meeting of
ACIP the committee that once guided evidence based US vaccine policy before being upended under
RFK Junior justwrapped Inthe end the committee voted to move America back to before 1991 by

_ They also recommended that parents ask clinicians for an

antibody blood test to determine the need for subsequent doses even though there is no evidence that

this works This ultimately
But if we respond the

way we saw many do today pushing back with clarity authority evidence coordination and grassroots

strength the harm can be contained and minimized
being megaphoned from one of the

highest committees inthe US Potential damage from that alone is staggering The TEC debunkreportis
HERE It was truly a herculean effort However there were also decisions made on your behalf Two
recommendations passed  Vote 1 translation If the mother is Hep B positive get the birth dose If Hep
B status is unknown get the birth dose

Interpretation This changes
the universal birth dose recommendationto a This decision was
not evidence based Hep B vaccine has one of the most well established safety records of any vaccine
During the meeting decades of favorable risk/benefit priorities were replaced by pseudoscience baseless
skepticism and decisions were not made by experts

Importantly If you do want a vaccine at birth even if you do not test positive
you still can and should get it and Vote 2 translation Parents can ask their
clinicians whether to get an antibody blood test before Hep B vaccine doses 2 and or 3 Interpretation
As written the recommendation is deeply confusing The biggest issue _
_ especially after just one dose So the test
cannot reliably tell families whether their child is actually protected
to decide on Hep B vaccination means

Implications Using a blood test

And while the recommendation suggests insurers
should cover this testing ACIP has no authority over anything beyond immunization policy There is also
a practical concern
Under immunized babies are at higher risk for
preventable chronic liver disease Importantly You can choose the standard 3 dose Hep B infant
series and be confident that your baby is protected without any extra blood draws There will be
increasing confusion about evidence based vaccination options for parents clinicians hospital systems
and schools ~ This will decrease vaccination coverage leading to more disease and unnecessary suffering
Use your networks and voices to make sure new parents and clinicians are empowered to make evidence
informed decisions Why this did not become catastrophic and what gives me hope As a nation we

should strive for excellence but the votes could have been even worse
That did not happen

not because of this panel or the so called gold standard evidence but because people both inside and
outside the room refused to let ideology steamroll the health of infants Individuals spoke up within
ACIP There were two ACIP members Meissner and Hibbeln who pushed back hard on the unbalanced



presentation of science the unseriousness of the presentations and the ridiculousness of the votes
There were so many statements that | disagree with it is hard to be succinct Meissner said | am thankful
they were there  CDC scientists working under impossible conditions were not allowed in the room to
present evidence yet coordinated behind the scenes to protect the science Bottom line The United
States took a step backward in vaccine policy today which will have implications ranging from confusion
to preventable liver disease and deaths But another important thing was on display a huge grassroots
effort refusing to let ideology override science Do not come between public health clinicians and the
health of children We are fiercely devoted to them Love YLE . Russia and China

Superpower Competition  The Missing Chapter in the Trump Security Strategy Trump is
shifting from discussion of the competition among the biggest economies and nuclear powers in the
world Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood
Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization The New York Times  December 7 2025
While the headlines have focused on how European allies must end mass migration and elect patriotic
parties or face civilizational erasure what is most striking about the 33 page documentis what itignores
Russia is mentioned in only four paragraphs and never in tones of condemnation for its invasion of a
neighboring state leading to a war that has produced more than 1 point 5 million casualties Instead it
portrays the United States as something of a neutral negotiator that can diminish tensions between
Russia and Europe and reestablish strategic stability with Moscow The discussion of Europe and
civilizational extinction seems drawn from the speech Vice President JD Vance delivered at the Munich
Security Conference in February But the caution about China appears to have come from the Treasury
and from Trump himself who has said he is looking forward to visiting Beijing in April to strike even larger
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