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1 Centers for Disease Control Data  Why CDC health data are still reliable even amid challenges to 
communications and integrity Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to 
Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization Your Local 
Epidemiologist Newsletter December 10  2025  Back in February a lifetime ago when data were 
being edited under Executive Orders and all CDC communications were effectively frozen I outlined four 
scenarios that would signal real cause for concern about CDC information    Two of them have now unfolded 
in the past month The breach of scientific integrity for example the autism and vaccines site along with other 
less publicized changes       The injection of political messaging into HHS channels    Never did I think I would 
see it but here we are    The full extent of the damage is still unclear and how much more may occur remains 
unknown    But one question stands out what is the integrity of the data itself? Public health data the public 
information used to estimate disease hospitalization and death rates for example are a vital resource    Their 
value lies in their purity reliability accuracy and accessibility    Despite everything I remain confident in CDC 
data    This largely stems from the system of  the US public health unconventional decentralized structure    A 
fragmented system for epidemiologists but one that now works to our advantage    You had six top questions  
1 Why can we still trust CDC data? The key is a nuance most people find boring    Public health data in the US 
do not flow from the top down data are decentralized and built from the bottom up    Local and state health 
departments and hospital systems collect manage clean and report data before they ever reach CDC    Take 
flu data    When someone is hospitalized the hospital records the case    That information moves to local or 
state health departments where teams verify and clean it    Only then do states upload finalized numbers to 
CDC through secure systems  CDC then stitches these local puzzle pieces into a coherent national picture    
This role is essential because diseases do not respect state lines    CDC data inform cross state responses 
hospital capacity planning testing needs resource allocation early warning signals and shared lessons across 
jurisdictions    Without CDC we would have 50 separate snapshots instead of a unified national system    
Because CDC primarily stitches data rather than collects it federal interference is much harder    CDC does 
run direct data collection for vital statistics and surveys including collecting information on vaccination 
uptake mortality and health behaviors such as smoking and nutrition    Most of these datasets remain intact 
with exceptions some data elements have been removed like transgender status and funding cuts may halt 
certain surveys    2 What about states that may also want to interfere with data? For many diseases reporting 
is legally required by states    A classic example is measles when a patient is diagnosed the health care 
provider must report the case to the county or state health department    But states voluntarily share this 
information with CDC    If a state wants to stop reporting to CDC for whatever reason and for whatever data 



they have the authority to do so    We saw this challenge during COVID 19 when some states like Texas 
stopped reporting vaccination data after the emergency period ended    The result was a significant gap on the 
CDC dashboard leaving an incomplete national picture    This year you could easily see a potential flip 
scenario some states could choose to stop reporting to CDC because of a lack of trust in HHS    3 Is 
automation helping detect outbreaks in this moment of strain? What about layoffs Yes! Automation is 
incredibly helpful for outbreaks but humans do the work too    When someone is diagnosed with a foodborne 
illness for example the testing lab typically sends the bacterial isolate to the state public health lab    The 
samples are genetically sequenced and results are uploaded to PulseNet CDC database    Then algorithms 
scan for genetic clusters on data from across the country    The core of outbreak response still relies on 
human investigation      interviewing patients tracing food histories and linking cases to a source    The more 
cuts we have to staff the more limited our capacity will be to respond to some of these outbreaks    Many are 
bracing for next year when budgets will be cut by billions    4 Have data communications changed? Collecting 
data is one thing    Communicating it is another    Communications capacity has been dramatically reduced    
The National Public Health Coalition a grassroots organization of fired HHS employees found the Office of 
Communications is operating at roughly half of its pre October capacity    Source CDC Data Project As you 
can imagine this impacts outputs    Take Health Alert Network  HAN   these are safety 
alerts sent to physicians as a heads up on what to look for when there is an emerging issue    The HAN office 
still exists but it takes significant initiative to complete a HAN even when the administration cares about such 
matters    HAN has published only five alerts since the new administration took office    For comparison HAN 
published 16 alerts in 2024 and 18 in 2023       5 Is there a world where a US based NGO gets created to 
effectively replace the CDC? To some extent this is already happening as quickly as possible    We see this 
from multiple angles    Regional coalitions sharing communications briefs and insights    Groups not part of  
the Federal Government synthesizing data like the Vaccine Integrity Project    Communication efforts including 
professional organizations like AAP who has STEPPED UP on social media platforms and grassroots efforts 
like The Evidence Collective    Data democratization efforts like Pop HIVE The problem is that nothing can ever 
compete with the far reaching infrastructure and authority of the budget of the federal government  6 
What does this mean for you? You can feel confident that CDC data are accurately tracking diseases    And if 
you are data gurus like us you can also feel confident using the CDC data    We will let you know when our 
confidence decreases    But also keep in mind that other sources exist    Local and state public health 
departments remain primary sources of data often publishing their own dashboards        Data sources which 
are not Federal such as WastewaterSCAN Biobot and PopHIVE provide additional datasets    Bottom line The 
data infrastructure is largely intact thanks to a decentralized system    As a nation we will need to continuously 
ensure this is the case as data are gold    The communications capacity however has been severely weakened    
Americans should not have to monitor inputs and outputs from the leading public health agency in the nation 
but here we are    Love YLE 
 
2 RFK Junior expands baseless Covid Vaccine safety inquiry  Washington DC Food and Drug 
Administration FDA Expands Covid Vaccine Inquiry to Adult Deaths   The agency under 
RFK Junior claimed that 10 deaths of children were linked to the shots although it did not release evidence to 
support the assertions         Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents 
Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization  The New York Times      
December 9 2025       The Food and Drug Administration has expanded its investigation of deaths possibly 
linked to the Covid vaccine to include adults as well as children according to a Trump administration official    
The inquiry began in September spurred by Health Secretary the RFK Junior repeated claims that the 
coronavirus vaccine is dangerous and deadly despite the widespread scientific consensus that the shots are 
safe    At the time the agency said that it was looking into deaths of children in apparent response to the vocal 
concerns of vaccine skeptics who are allies and supporters of RFK Junior    Former agency officials have said 
that they did not ignore concerns about the Covid vaccine    They said they had reviewed reports of childhood 
deaths filed with the agency by examining autopsy reports and medical records    To the best we could see 
these vaccines were not associated with the deaths of children Doctor  Peter Marks the CDC former top 
vaccine regulator said in September when news of the review first came out     Is it possible that a death could 



have occurred that was related to the vaccines? Yes I guess possible    Some adult deaths related to Covid 
vaccines were widely known including at least three attributed to a rare blood clotting complication from the 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine    Federal authorities initially paused and later stopped use of that vaccine in the 
United States    Among the broader changes sought by Doctor  Prasad is a halt to updating well tested 
vaccines to match circulating strains of viruses like the flu without time consuming studies    Such a 
requirement could make such vaccines obsolete before they are approved    After the Doctor  Prasad memo 
emerged 12 former FDA commissioners published an article in the medical journal NEJM saying the changes 
undermine the public interest    They are the latest in a series of troubling changes at the FDA including 
substantial departures of FDA staff that could diminish both the strength of the FDA and the health and safety 
of Americans the 12 former commissioners wrote    It remains unclear whether the agency will formalize the 
proposed changes into regulations or a guidance the way it typically describes such changes to 
pharmaceutical makers     
 
3 RFK Junior expands baseless RSV Vaccine safety inquiry   Washington DC Food and Drug 
Administration FDA  US health officials examine RSV shots again despite documented safety and 
efficacy  The FDA is reviewing RSV vaccines which have drastically lowered infant hospitalizations a 
spokesperson confirmed       Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to 
Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization     The Guardian       
December 10  2025       US regulatory officials are examining the safety of RSV shots again despite no 
published reports of safety issues a move that could lead to the removal or limitation of shots that have 
dramatically lowered hospitalizations among babies    It is the latest move from US health officials under RFK 
Junior  the secretary of the US Department of Health and Human Services HHS and a longtime anti vaccine 
activist to limit access to shots and to undermine public trust in the safe and effective products    Officials at 
the US Food and Drug Administration FDA told three manufacturers of RSV preventative treatments for babies 
last week their products are being reviewed because of safety concerns raised by activists against vaccines 
The RSV shots were the first time we had any kind of tools to prevent these complications said Elias Kass a 
naturopathic physician specializing in pediatrics in Seattle Washington    RSV was the most common cause of 
hospitalization among US infants he added To have a tool to prevent that is incredible    There were two 
working groups assessing evidence on RSV for the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices ACIP to the 
US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention CDC    One group focused on the vaccines given during 
pregnancy and the other on the preventative shots given to babies    No new safety information about RSV 
shots has been released    In fact news from the group was positive    The shots to prevent RSV are one of the 
greatest public health breakthroughs in recent years with dramatic declines in hospitalization    Vaccinating 
during pregnancy was 55 percent to 68 percent effective in keeping newborns from being hospitalized in the 
first six months of their lives according to a survey of studies published in the New England Journal of 
Medicine in October    Babies who were given the preventative antibody shots were 79 percent to 83 percent 
less likely to be hospitalized the study found    Decisions from the FDA could limit access to the shots and 
public health experts worry that the announcements without evidence undermining the shots could affect 
public trust and confidence in vaccine safety    Before the shots were widely available 2 percent to 3 percent 
of all infants in the US were hospitalized for RSV    The respiratory illness has also been associated with 
developing asthma    Almost every parent has some experience with RSV So I think it is going to be a lot easier 
to talk about the risk and benefits of these interventions to parents just because they realize what a 
devastating disease it is    
 
4 California The Contradictions of Gavin Newsom  How the California governor became the 2028 
Democratic front runner! Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents 
Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization transcript of The Ezra Klein 
Show in the New York Times        December 10  2025      That Gavin Newsom the governor of California might 
want to run for president someday has been widely believed for a long time    That he would have a chance if 
he ran for president that was less widely believed    A liberal white guy from a state the country considers 
badly governed just did not seem like the profile that either the Democratic Party or the country was looking 



for    Well things change    If you look at polls of the likely Democratic field now Newsom leads in many of them    
If you look at the betting odds on who will be the 2028 Democratic nominee Newsom is far ahead of anyone 
else    Admit It    Gavin Newsom Is the 2028 Front Runner    Look I know it is all very early to be talking about 
2028      And in this episode I try not to    But even putting the future aside Newsom has become without any 
doubt one of the leaders of the Democratic Party at a time when the party is desperately looking for leadership    
And as a Californian someone who has watched and covered Newsom for a long time he has surprised me    
He is experimenting trying new things    He has a feel for this moment not just in politics but also in how 
attention now works in a way that very few other Democrats have demonstrated    And he does not seem in the 
way so many Democrats seem afraid of taking risks and failing or of making his own side angry    
 
5 Massachusetts US judge strikes down Trump order blocking wind energy projects  Federal judge 
declared January executive order unlawful ruling in favor of a coalition of state attorneys general 
 Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke 
Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization      The Guardian      December 9  2025       A federal judge 
on Monday struck down the Trump executive order blocking wind energy projects saying the effort to halt 
virtually all leasing of windfarms on federal lands and waters was arbitrary and capricious and violated US law    
A Judge of the US district court for the district of Massachusetts vacated the Trump January 20  2025 executive 
order blocking wind energy projects and declared it unlawful    The woman judge ruled in favor of a coalition of 
state attorneys general from 17 states and Washington DC led by Letitia James the New York attorney general 
that challenged the Trump day one order that paused leasing and permitting for wind energy projects    See a 
related article titled The Trump hatred for renewables means the US is falling behind the rest of the world!  
Trump has been hostile to renewable energy particularly offshore wind and prioritizes fossil fuels to produce 
electricity    The woman Massachusetts attorney general hailed the ruling as a victory for green jobs and 
renewable energy    Massachusetts has invested hundreds of millions of dollars into offshore wind and today 
we successfully protected those important investments from the Trump unlawful order the Massachusetts 
Attorney General  said in a statement    She said she was grateful the court stepped in to block the Trump 
reckless and unlawful crusade against clean energy    As New Yorkers face rising energy costs we need more 
energy sources not fewer she said    Wind energy is good for our environment our economy and our 
communities    The coalition that opposed The Trump order argued that Trump does not have the authority to 
halt project permitting and that doing so jeopardizes the economies energy mix public health and climate 
goals of US states    The coalition includes Arizona California Colorado Connecticut Delaware Illinois Maine 
Maryland Massachusetts Michigan Minnesota New Jersey New Mexico New York Oregon Rhode Island 
Washington state and Washington DC    They say they have invested hundreds of millions of dollars 
collectively to develop wind energy and even more on upgrading transmission lines to bring wind energy to the 
electrical grid      The judge allowed the states to proceed with claims that blocking permits for wind energy 
projects violates the Administrative Procedure Act which outlines a detailed process for enacting regulations 
but not the constitution    Wind is the largest source of renewable energy in the United States providing about 
10 percent of the electricity generated in the nation according to the American Clean Power Association    The 
executive director of the Alliance for Clean Energy New York said wind energy is a key component of powering 
the electric grid of the nation    Wind is currently one of the most cost effective ways to generate power and is 
being used successfully not only in the United States but across the world she said    With this ruling behind us 
projects can now be judged on their merits    We thank the attorneys general who helped us get this case over 
the finish line    A representative of the Natural Resources Defense Council called the decision a win for 
consumers union workers US businesses clean air and the climate    From the beginning of its time in office 
the Trump administration put a halt to the wind energy projects that are needed to keep utility bills in check 
and the grid reliable The wind order has been a devastating blow to workers electricity customers and the 
reliability of the power grid she said adding that the Trump administration should use this ruling as a wakeup 
call stop its illegal actions and get out of the way of the expansion of renewable energy    
 
6 Michigan House Democrat Seeks to Impeach RFK Junior for Undercutting Public Health  The move by 
Representative Haley Stevens a Michigan Democrat who is running for Senate does not have the support of 



her Democratic party leaders and is all but certain to fail    Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity 
and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization      
The New York Times      December 10  2025 Representative Haley Stevens of Michigan a Democrat running for 
Senate filed articles of impeachment on Wednesday against Health Secretary RFK Junior making an all but 
certainly futile bid to charge him with undermining public health diminishing decades of scientific and 
medical progress and imperiling the health of the American people    In accusing RFK Junior of an assault on 
the public health system that constitutes high crimes and misdemeanors Ms Stevens said the secretary had 
delayed biomedical innovation through the far reaching and haphazard termination of working scientists    She 
cited the RFK Junior cancellation of 8 point 9 billion dollars in federal research grants and said he was chilling 
medical innovation including lifesaving clinical research in what amounted to a violation of his oath of office    
With Republicans in control of Congress it would be close to impossible for the articles of impeachment of Ms 
Stevens to get a vote on the House floor or lead to a trial in the Senate    And though Ms  Stevens said she had 
discussed her impeachment push with Representative Hakeem Jeffries of New York the minority leader 
Democratic leaders are not backing it    Ms  Stevens is a centrist Democrat who may see a political upside in 
taking on the mantle of impeachment while running for Senate    Her Democratic opponents Mallory 
McMorrow and Abdul El Sayed have been generating enthusiasm and keeping pace with Ms  Stevens in terms 
of fundraising    Ms Stevens said noted that she often heard from Republican doctors whose work was being 
affected by the RFK Junior actions    RFK Junior is carrying out a scientific coup  day état of American public 
health and his conduct warrants impeachment Ms Stevens wrote in a letter to her colleagues    She added RFK 
Junior represents the single largest self-created threat to public health public trust and the future of scientific 
progress in the United States    If we do not act Americans will suffer    The secretary must go    
 
7 Africa Kenya  Nairobi RAWSEP View Blocking sunlight does not reduce PM2 point 5 or 
other harmful emissions such as greenhouse gas emissions  From the article headline The seventh 
United Nations Environment Assembly opens in Nairobi Kenya on December 8  2025            Excerpts edited by 
RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 
501C3 nonprofit organization      The Guardian view on solar geoengineering      December 8  2025      Africa has 
a point about this risky technology   Editorial  Sun dimming risks putting the thermostat of the 
planet under the Trump control    Better to adopt the precautionary principle with high stakes science  It is 
fitting that the UN environment talks this week are in Nairobi with Africa shaping the global climate 
conversation    The diplomats of the African continent are dealing with the vexed question of whether it is wise 
to try to cool the planet by dimming the rays of the sun    While not on the formal summit agenda on the 
sidelines they are arguing that it is time to stop promoting solar geoengineering technology as a solution to 
global heating    It is hard to disagree    African nations have acted because they do not want their continent to 
become a test bed for unproven schemes to spray particles into the high atmosphere to reflect sunlight away 
from Earth for a small uncertain cooling gain    They point to environmental ethical and geopolitical risks     
That is why the continent is pushing for a global nonuse  agreement that would rule out public funding outdoor 
experiments patenting and official promotion of these technologies    The reason for a moratorium is obvious 
solar geoengineering does not cut greenhouse gas emissions    The potential side effects include altered 
rainfall patterns and the consequential pressure on food systems       Then there is the risk of a sharp 
temperature spike if the interventions were ever halted the so called termination shock     The opposition of 
African nations was such that they forced the withdrawal of a Swiss backed resolution on solar radiation 
modification at the 2024 UN talks    Yet an industry is being built on the idea that someone can take charge of 
the global thermostat    A US–Israeli firm is developing a spraying system for future cooling services to offer to 
governments    Other nations are pushing back    Mexico banned solar geoengineering experiments in 2023 
after an unauthorized trial over its territory by a US startup    Academics have already warned that the UK 
became the first major government to significantly fund solar radiation modification SRM through its 
Advanced Research and Invention Agency Aria    It is now backing scientists to research climate cooling 
hardware and small scale field tests    Other scientists describe the move as naive poorly governed and 
scientifically incapable of proving SRM safe    Ministers ought to pull back    Research programs have politics    
Hardware and careers get built    Risky tech acquires funded backers    The actions of the US the largest 



producer of oil and gas in the world should be studied    The Trump administration has made American energy 
dominance  the core of its economic strategy    Solar geoengineering offers a way to manage temperature risk 
without loosening the grip of the carbon economy  Controlling both the  energy supply of the world and the 
global thermostat has obvious appeal to the White House and its billionaire backers      The call from the 
African governments for an agreement to not use solar geoengineering echoing the precedents of landmine 
and chemical weapons bans is a recognition that some technologies shift power so sharply that they create 
unmanageable risks    A line has to be drawn    The precautionary principle is used with other novel 
technologies    Why not here? The point is clearly that this power cannot be left to a few    The call from Africa 
should be taken seriously    None of this weakens climate policy    It would instead focus minds on measures 
that address the climate emergency cutting fossil fuel use investing in renewables and paying for adaptation 
where damage is already baked in     8 Headlines  The New York Times  December 10  2025 California
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 Even the animals seem confused  a retreating Kashmir glacier is creating an entire new world in its 
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 Font of wasteful diversity  The Trump state department orders return to Times New Roman   Trump 
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