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IAlabama A College Freshman Is the Unlikely Source of New Political Maps for Alabama A college
freshman drew the maps to determine who will represent State Senate Districts 25 and 26 in Alabama
Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke
Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization The New York Times December 26 2025
A college freshman got to work while attending the University of Alabama He set out to create new
legislative maps for State Senate Districts 25 and 26 in Alabama A legal fight over those districts in
Montgomery Ala had been brewing since 2021 when plaintiffs filed a lawsuit arguing that state officials
had violated Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act and created maps that effectively diluted the power of
Black voters In October a federal judge ordered that those districts be redrawn and invited the public to
submit maps for consideration It was widely expected that the selected map would come from the team
that had redrawn the Alabama congressional districts in 2023 which included a cartographer Enter the
19 year old political science major who was born in Alaska raised in rural Alabama and obsessed since
high school with redistricting He sentin six maps in October and carried on with his college education in
Tuscaloosa Alabama periodically checking the court docket online in the weeks after One morningin
November he received a text from a friend with a link to an article about the map that had just been
selected Itwas one of his Three hundred thousand Alabamians will be voting under some new
districting lines that | redrew in my college dorm room at 3 in the morning he said in an interview Itis
surreal The outcome shocked political enthusiasts in Alabama as well as close observers of
redistricting efforts across the country Those efforts which normally take place near the start of each
decade were thrust into the limelight this year after President Trump set off a redistricting arms race by
asking Texas Republicans to find five additional seats for their party California quickly moved to redraw



its maps and other states have joined the partisan battle for supremacy in the 2026 midterm elections
The student is a Democrat but he emphasized that he did not allow partisanship to influence his
mapmaking Around 2023 he started a debate team at his high school in Russell County Alabama

When he was16 he began creating election maps for fun He drew precinct maps for the 2024 primary
election for the Alabama newly redrawn congressional district He drew some state legislative maps
right down to the precinct for Alaska He had been following the legal fight over the Montgomery State
Senate redistricting since it started in 2021 when he was 14 He used a free online app called
Redistricting of Dave to help draw the lines for Alabama Now it is likely his map will be the one used in
the 2026 election though an appealis pending A lawyer with the American Civil Liberties Union said that
the plaintiffs objected to the map made by the student because the remedy did not create enough
opportunities for Black voters to elect Black candidates Intheir analysis of past election results in one
of the districts proposed by the student data showed that Black candidates would often lose and white
candidates nearly always won The ACLU has not yet decided whether it will appeal The student said his
map followed the guidelines that had been ordered by the judge | gotto be part of the decades long fight
for civil rights he said for people of colorin the Deep South

IArizona Miami A Top Source of Lead Pollution Faced Tighter Rules Then Trump Intervened
Trump exempted a copper smelter in Arizona from air quality rules An EPA official guided the company
that sought the exemption emails show Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and
relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization

The New York Times December 26 2025 A father named LB does not like to leave the house with
his 2 yearold son EB Thatis because their home in Miami Arizona is downhill from an industrial facility
that is one of the largest sources in the US of pollution containing lead a powerful neurotoxin that can
harm the health of children | have atoddler and | am not putting him outside in that LB aged 29 said So
we stay inside for days sometimes The facility one of only two remaining copper smelters in the country
processes copper for use in electronics construction materials and a range of other products Under
rules putin place by the Biden administration the owner of the facility Freeport McMoRan would have
been required to install technology to reduce its toxic emissions Butin October Trump exempted the
smelter from complying with limits on lead arsenic chromium and other hazardous pollutants for the next
twoyears Freeportdid not have to present an exhaustive argument for why it deserved a reprieve There
was no economic analysis or engineering study It was as easy as sending an email to the Environmental
Protection Agency where a senior official provided guidance to a lawyer for the company according to
emails and documents Itis one of many efforts by the Trump administration to weaken or waive
environmental protections that companies view as overly burdensome In the pastyear the
administration has proposed rolling back more than a dozen regulations governing air pollution water
contamination and planet warming greenhouse gas emissions In Gila County which includes Miami
more than two thirds of voters supported Trump in the 2024 election Many liberal residents voiced more
concern about the exemption than their conservative counterparts JP a 75 year old a retired machinist
who considers himself a moderate Democrat said he worried about the effects of breathing in the
emissions from the smelter The air here is bad enough as itis said JP who has battled prostate cancer
for the past decade ButlA aged 84 a volunteer for a local church and a staunch Republican said she
was unbothered by the Trump proclamation He is doing a lot of strange things but | voted for him and |
am still for him she said Ms IAwho can see the smelter from her front windows said the air quality had
improved since she was growing up in Miami Back then she said a sulfurous smog hung in the air leaving
the taste of rotten eggs in her mouth The smog cleared after Freeport installed equipment to capture its
sulfur dioxide emissions she said The smelter has still not installed the additional baghouse to capture
more emissions of lead High levels of exposure to lead in childhood can result in stomach pain vomiting
fatigue learning difficulties developmental delays and seizures While the most common source of
exposure is paintin older homes lead from industrial facilities like smelters can also accumulate in soil
research shows Mister ES an environmental health specialist at the Gila County health department gets



a phone call about once a month from a parent whose child was poisoned by lead he said Butthereis
little data on the problem he said since few parents have the blood of their children tested for lead And
when the county recently offered free testing for contaminants in well water no one signed up said Mister
JB the director of the department of public health and community services Itis a mining community
and they just do not believe that these things are bad for them or they do not want to believe it he said
Tests to Come More data on the health effects of the smelter could be available soon InlJulya
contractor for Freeport began notifying residents of free testing for arsenic lead and copper in the soil on
their properties After the contractor has collected and analyzed samples it will remove and replace any
contaminated soil Itis unclear how long that process will take But several residents said they were
anxiously awaiting the results |tried planting rose bushes but nothing survives in this dirt said Ms SY a
46 year old public health educator and journalist who has lived in the area for her entire life Since we
were kids the sunsets over the smelter have been really pretty orange colors But imagine what they are
spewinginto the air that we cannot see Mister LB the father of the 2 year old said he hopes to have
moved by the time the results are ready

ICalifornia Richvale Democratic Redistricting They Wanted a Conservative State They
Might Get a Democratic Representative Instead The passage of Proposition 50 which redrew the
California congressional map means that all of the California conservative north is likely to be
represented by Democrats Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to
Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization The New York
Times December 26 2025 Richvale California population 234 sits hundreds of miles north from
the tech hubs and balmy beaches of California The almond growers and cattle ranchers here take turns
volunteering as firefighters their entire region is likely to lose its Republican congressman and have
him replaced by a Democrat after the 2026 midterm elections People in the cities do not have a clue
what it takes to survive out here said a 75 year old rice and walnut farmer who moved to Richvale in 1974
I do not think people that were born and raised in the cities can represent us to the same extent The 26
thousand square mile First Congressional District currently stretches from the forested Oregon border to
the Sacramento Valley breadbasket where farmers grow tomatoes walnuts peaches and billions of
pounds of rice The new map splits those voters into different districts In what remains of the First
Congressional District part of the Sacramento Valley is now combined with a strip of Wine Country
liberals north of San Francisco who prognosticators estimate will turn this seat blue next year Soon after
voters passed the redistricting measure in November Mike McGuire a Democrat and former State Senate
president pro tem from the wine region said he would run in that redrawn district The cafe is a nonprofit
kept afloat by locals who wanted to ensure that the solitary farmers in the area had a place to meet An
attached museum boasts of one farmer who grew the largest watermelon in the world in 1979 If
Democrats oust LaMalfa the region would still have Republican control of local government as Trump
supporters have won seats on county boards and city councils Republicans also represent the region in
the State Legislature Democrats suggest that Republicans have themselves to blame for the
gerrymander outcome in California Newsom said that he pursued a Democratic redraw of political
maps only after Trump urged Texas to eliminate Democratic held seats through a partisan gerrymander
And other states have followed suit after California and Texas A host of Democratic voters in Republican
controlled states now face the same lament as voters in rural Northern California Those livingin a
district held by Representative Emanuel Cleaver a Democrat in Missouri could have a Republican
representative for the firsttime in 12terms The same could happen to residents in eastern North
Carolina a region with a large number of Black voters represented by Don Davis a Democrat who is likely
to lose his seat to a Republican because of redistricting In Willows California a town of about 6
thousand west of Richvale where the local high school mascot is the Honkers because of the
preponderance of geese locals said they felt like unintended casualties in a bigger war now likely to be
saddled with a politician they did notwant Somebody from Santa Rosa Oakland they are not going to
understand and they are going to take the time to get educated about what is going on up here said a 62



year old retired Navy officer drinking in the last remaining bar in California where patrons stand instead of
siton stools We have got different needs than the people in the dense cities and the coast To relate to
their northern neighbors who farm crops the drinking man imagined that Wine Country Democrats like
McGuire might point out that they grow grapes in their region The beer drinking man said itis not the
same thing

I New York City When the Democratic Door Knocker Has Something Unscripted to Say

The Zohran Mamdani campaign encouraged canvassers to ditch their scripts in pursuit of genuine off the
cuff conversation Itis a strategy that some Democratic strategists want to see more of Excerpts edited
by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission
Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization The New York Times December 26 2025 A chat
with a political door knocker is typically a pretty well scripted affair There is an introduction a reminder
about the election and the door knockers hope a few talking points if they can keep the door from closing
Keeping canvassers as on script as the politicians they represent has long been seen as a best practice
But it is one that some Democratic strategists looking to 2026 think is in need of revising They pointto
the Zohran Mamdani victory in the New York mayoral race and the relatively freewheeling canvassing
style of the Mamdani campaignh as a model Volunteers tend to be more politically extreme than the
people they canvas said a Columbia University professor who researches campaign mobilization Off
script those door knockers might voice opinions that turn off voters he said That might pose greater risk
in a swing state Senate race say than in a mayoral race in deep blue New York Unpaid passionate
volunteers should not be treated the same as the paid campaign workers that many candidates rely on
for door knocking Not every candidate for office has tens of thousands of backers ready to knock on
doors for free as Mamdani did But overall Democrats must change how they train canvassers argued a
female Democratic strategist Democratic campaigns have become so focused on scientific precision
she said that we have squeezed out any genuine human connection

I Myanmar Civil War Pushes Infectious Disease Over Its Borders Fighting has caused the
spread of illnesses like malaria and cholera In a worst case scenario the situation could threaten
regional health security experts say Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship
to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization = The New York
Times December 262025 The nurse has been working over 10 years but had never seen a case of
diphtheria a potentially fatal disease This volunteer nurse from Myanmar recently found a toddler with
diphtheria a potentially fatal disease The Myanmar border is so close to the Mae Tao Clinic that
sometimes medical staff can hear the artillery and see smoke billowing in the sky Doctors there say
they are trying to handle as many patients as they can to reduce the burden on the Thai health system

On bad days that can mean treating double the number of the sick than before the war The Myanmar
health care system has been hollowed out over decades by juntas that prioritized weapons over health
budgets While there was some progress on disease control during a civilian government that was
reversed when the military took back powerin 2021 Myanmar is among the countries with the largest
number of children who have never been vaccinated according to UNICEF Preventable diseases such
as whopping cough and diphtheria have been on the rise according to doctors working in Myanmar The
military is even targeting the health care system The World Health Organization has documented 67
military attacks on health facilities this year An airstrike on a 300 bed hospitalin a rebel stronghold near
the Myanmar border with Bangladesh killed at least 34 people this month The Shoklo Malaria Research
Unit operates tuberculosis and malaria clinics along the Thailand—Myanmar border If Thailand did not
control the situation we would be dying here said one of four Burmese doctors at Maesot General
Hospital who used to be posted around the world for Doctors Without Borders long ago she treated a
cook who was working in a scam center for tuberculosis If this man decides to go back home to Nepal
he might infect everybody on the plane with TB she said In the wake of the 2021 coup a doctor was
working on the Indian side of the border with Myanmar The more the conflict escalated the moreH | V
and TB patients she had to treat A dentist was running their hospital What can he do? she said Ina



settlement of bamboo cabins among mango and jackfruit trees A 21 year old man is counting the days
until he can continue the education he came to Thailand for He is quarantining with dozens of other
Burmese tuberculosis patients at the so called TB village a clinic run by the Shoklo Malaria Research Unit
The facility is reachable only by dirt roads tucked away from fearful Thai communities The 21 year old
man says he is grateful to be here In Myanmar | could not get treatment like this he said

IScience and Medicine Artificial Intelligence Where Is All the Al Driven Scientific Progress? A
tech CEO explains why Al probably will not cure diseases anytime soon Hint You still need humans
Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke
Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization The New York Times December 26 2025
The leaders of the biggest Al labs argue that artificial intelligence will usher in a new era of scientific
discovery which will help us cure diseases and accelerate our ability to address the climate crisis But
what has Al actually done for science so far? We asked Sam Rodriques a scientist turned technologist
who is developing Al tools for scientific research through his nonprofit Future House and a for profit
spinoff Edison Scientific Edison recently released Kosmos an Al agent or Al scientist to use the
language of the company that it says can accomplish six months of doctoral or postdoctoral level
research in a single 12 hour run Tools like it could dramatically speed up data analysis But claims
about Al curing disease are unrealistic and bottlenecks still stand in the way of a true Al accelerated
future 2026 is going to be the year when we see these agents start to infiltrate labs and infiltrate the
normal lives of people Itis already happening

ITrump Failed Economy  Trump contribution to further gas fueled pollution emissions Trump
Has a New Auto Loan Tax Break Here is Who Could Benefit Many Americans can take advantage of the
Trump deduction on auto loan interest but the tax break will provide only modest savings Excerpts
edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission
Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization The New York Times  December 25 2025 As
President Trump and his Republican allies scramble to address affordability concerns they have touted
the giant tax cut bill that was signed into law this summer Trump and his advisers have promised
Americans that they will see bigger tax refunds next year in part because of new tax breaks that were
included in the bill One of those a deduction that the law calls no tax on car loan interest is likely to be
popular Butit may yield only marginal savings for consumers A representative from the Cato Institute
understands why the deduction on auto loan interest is good politics You can sell it as benefiting the
domestic American heartland auto manufacturer blue collar stories so there is lots of mood affiliation
that you can make with a provision like this he said But he does not believe that it will move the needle
when it comes to the Trump goals for affordability and the domestic auto industry | do not think that the
effects match the story that is being told

ITrump by the numbers The 12 days of Trump mass What has Donald Trump given us in his
second term? We look at some of the numbers Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and
relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization
The Guardian December 24 2025 Across the 12 days of Christmas one very keen individual once
gifted their lover a partridge in a pear tree two turtle doves three French hens four calling birds five gold
rings six geese a laying seven swans a swimming eight maids a milking nine ladies dancing 10 lords a
leaping 11 pipers piping and 12 drummers drumming An extravagant expression of what was allegedly
true love the spree amounted to a total of 364 presents It got me wondering what has Trump given us?
Some 61 percent of respondents said the economy was not working well for them personally compared
with just 39 percent who said itwas in December 4 point 6 percent of Americans are unemployed 3
times Trump has appeared to fall asleep during official events over the last two months 2 Trump
remains the only president to be impeached twice although in his defense he is yet to be impeached
during his secondterm 1 The Trump ranking among all 45 US presidents among Historians? A Siena
College survey of 141 presidential scholars published in 2022 ranked Trump 43rd



ITrump Failing Economy as well as failing stopping Climate Change US voters linking climate
crisis to rising bills despite the Trump green scam claims New polling shows 65 percent of registered
US voters believe global heating is affecting cost of living Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and
clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit
organization The Guardian December 26 2025 Most Americans now connect the worsening
climate crisis with their cost of living pressures with clear majorities also disagreeing with moves by the
Trump administration to gut climate research and halt windfarms new polling has found About 65
percent of registered voters in the US think that global heating is affecting the cost of living according to
the polling by Yale University Extreme weather events such as floods droughts storms and heatwaves
exacerbated by the climate crisis are taking a toll on food production with recent spikes in the cost of
coffee and chocolate blamed by experts at least in part on global heating Meanwhile many Americans
have faced rising home electricity costs and steep increases in home insurance premiums with both of
these areas also influenced by the climate crisis and the Trump decision to choke off solar and wind
power often the cheapest source of energy There has also been a broad backlash in many communities
against new datacenters which have been championed by the administration and the tech industry for
advancing artificial intelligence but attacked by critics for causing planet heating emissions and raising
power bills Many Americans are grasping the connection between rising temperatures and rising bills |
find it stunning that even some people in the climate community say that we should stop talking about
the climate because there is a cost of living crisis going on It is a fundamental error to treat these issues
as mutually exclusive  Climate solutions are also cost of living solutions Nearly eight in 10 registered
voters opposing restrictions on climate information and research while the same proportion of voters
reject The Trump demand that the Federal Emergency Management Agency FEMA be eliminated A
further 65 percent of voters disagree with The Trump move to block new offshore windfarms This sort of
thing keeps happening the EPA website has been scrubbed of climate information and the administration
wants to kill off one of the most preeminent climate research organizations in the world for ideological
reasons The majority of people think this does not make sense The last election clearly was nota
referendum on climate change - there was very little discussion on it and yet the administration is
treating it as though itwas There was no mandate to do all of this This is why all the polls show Trump
is deeply underwater on all of these issues  The Yale poll found that 59 percent of voters would prefer
to back a candidate who supports action on climate this number is skewed by the overwhelming majority
of Democrats who want this Just 21 percent of conservative Republicans by contrast want to support a
climate hawk candidate with 37 percent wanting the complete opposite Looking at the long term
trajectory there is been a huge increase in the proportion of Americans who think climate change should
be a priority for the president and Congress But with Republicans this number has basically been flat the
whole time It has not changed much

. Ukraine  says it has struck Russian oil refinery with British Storm Shadows and has previously used
the missiles to attack targets inside Russia Ukrainian military says numerous explosions at
Novoshakhtinsk refinery Zelenskyy says he had very good talks held with Trump envoys What we know
onday 1 thousand 402 Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents
Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization The Guardian December
25 2025 Ukraine used British Storm Shadow missiles to attack a Russian oil refinery on Thursday the
Ukraine military said The Novoshakhtinsk refinery was hit by the missiles and numerous explosions
were recorded the Ukrainian armed forces general staff said in a social media post It has already used
the British missiles to attack targets inside Russia The military also said the Novoshakhtinsk plant was
one of the main suppliers of petrol products in southern Russia and is directly involved in supplying the
Russian Federation armed forces  Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on Thursday that he had very good talks
with Donald Trump envoys Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner about how to end the war Itwas a really
good conversation many details good ideas that we discussed the Ukrainian president said on Telegram
There are some new ideas on how to bring the real peace closer and it concerns formats meetings and



certainly the timeline The Zelenskyy post came a day after he said Ukraine had won some limited
concessions in the latest version of a US led draft peace plan which is being reviewed by Moscow The
Mariupol Drama Theatre that was destroyed in a 2022 Russian airstrike while hundreds of civilians were
sheltering in its basement is to open its doors again with Russian occupation authorities heralding the
reconstruction as a sign of renewal while former actors at the theatre denounced the reopening as
dancing on bones
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