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1 Colorado Wyoming and Nebraska  Wood Burning Fire Risk from High Winds 
 Colorado Faces Dire Warnings as High Winds Raise Fire Risk Emergency authorities across the 
region urged people to stay home and a utility company cut off power to 100000 of its customers near 
Denver           Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against 
Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization       The New York Times       
December19  2025        A utility company shut off power to more than 1 hundred thousand of its 
customers around Denver early Friday morning after the National Weather Service issued a dire warning 
that parts of Colorado Wyoming and Nebraska faced a dangerously high risk of wildfires through the day    
The Weather Service said the Friday weather conditions a potent combination of wind gusts reaching 100 
miles per hour and relative humidity levels in the teens would create a particularly dangerous situation 
increasing the odds for rapidly spreading wildfires as dangerous winds shoot down mountainsides    Map 
Data is not available for Alaska and Hawaii    A particularly dangerous situation designation is a type of 
warning that the Weather Service uses only rarely when especially extreme conditions are forecast    The 
warnings have traditionally been used primarily for tornado threats but in recent years the Weather 
Service has begun using them for fires as well    One was issued in Los Angeles before devastating 
wildfires killed more than 30 people in January and also for parts of the South in the spring before 
tornadoes left at least two dozen people dead    Forecasters in Colorado said the Friday warning was the 
first time they had issued one for fires in the state    The fire risk on Friday was spread across a large 
portion of the Great Plains but the greatest threat fell within an area of southeastern Wyoming western 
Nebraska and northeastern Colorado with the most extreme conditions between Cheyenne and Boulder    
The most severe conditions were expected into the afternoon and evening    
 
2 New York City  German Emigree Enclave in Manhattan   A Weekly Gathering for 
Those Who Fled the Nazis Ends After 82 Years         The meetings began in 1943 in a German enclave in 
Manhattan    When the last member to experience life under Hitler died the original purpose was gone    
Photo of A group of people seated in a book filled apartment    The end of     the stammtisch     a weekly 
meeting founded in 1943 by artists exiled by the Nazis    RAWSEP View        A reminder of how recently 
Nazis of World War Two Germany were among us and altered so many innocent lives for the worst    not 
by intellectual dominance    but by brutality          Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and 
relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization       
The New York Times         December 20 2025        In 1943 two artist friends fled the Nazis and landed in New 



York City where they decided to host a weekly meeting with other refugees    At this stammtisch  as they 
called it they could talk freely in German about art and politics and the culture they missed from home    
Week after week the stammtisch moved around the many German restaurants on the Upper East Side    
And it kept going even after the war ended and one of the founders died    And when their regular 
restaurants began to close they met in a nearby apartment and then another and another    For 82 years 
they spoke German together virtually every week until last Saturday when the Oskar Maria Graf 
Stammtisch finally decided to disband    This coda was shared by nine people in the Upper Manhattan 
apartment of Thomas Strasser around 20 others Zoomed in from abroad    
 
3 North Carolina          RFK Junior Lack of knowledge of Science and Medicine RAWSEP View    The 
Bill Nye Science Guy of 2025?        Back to the Article Headline        Can Science Win on Social Media? Ask 
Doctor Noc    The Morgan McSweeney TikTok crusade against Trump White House health policies has 
made him a star    It is not a job he ever wanted     Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and 
relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization       
The New York Times        December 19 2025           Morgan McSweeney should not be a TikTok sensation    
The algorithms don not reward lectures on the finer points of medical science    They do not elevate fact 
checkers over misinformation    And they generally do not make stars out of earnest goofballs in button 
downs and Clark Kent glasses    But Doctor Noc as he is known on TikTok and Instagram has built an 
audience of more than four million followers anyway    With a style somewhere between a high school 
chemistry teacher and a youth minister he has made a name for himself with silly dances and vaccine 
explainers    He is sort of like a new Bill Nye said the director of the University of Connecticut Center for 
Health and Social Media    He threads the needle to be credible but engaging and informative    Dr    
McSweeney 33 who has a PhD in immunology and a day job in biotech started posting short sometimes 
awkward  science videos during the pandemic to beat lockdown boredom    He soon found a more 
serious niche answering questions about the coronavirus    In his lectures Doctor McSweeney will often 
walk through scientific papers talking to viewers like they are students in a seminar    He follows social 
media conventions like split screens and jump cuts    But the material can be demanding    The truth is 
boring and nuanced and takes a long time to say Doctor McSweeney said    So you have to figure out 
strategies in the first half a second five seconds to kind of make it entertaining    One day in late 
November he sat down to write a script after putting his baby daughter to bed    He knew he wanted to 
discuss changes to a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention webpage that had previously denied a 
link between vaccines and autism    The agency was now planning to examine that conclusion again    At 
first I did not think it was real Doctor McSweeney recalled  could the CDC really be echoing what looked 
to him like vaccine misinformation? He focused on a 2010 paper cited on the page which suggested that 
newborns who got a hepatitis B vaccine in the first month were three times more likely to develop autism 
than those who did not    That night he reminded himself to keep an open mind as he pulled up the study     
It took just a couple minutes to find what looked like a red flag and his hook    His opening betrayed a 
deep seated anger    They are lying to us the resulting video began    They are lying about our health they 
are lying about our children    Then he went into professor mode highlighting passages and pulling up a 
key data table    The sample included just 33 children with autism he said nine of whom had been 
vaccinated as newborns    That was too small a study to hang health policy on he said    For comparison 
he pointed to a Danish study that upheld the safety of a wider group of childhood vaccines this year and 
included about 12000 children who had autism out of 1 point 2 million children total    The Health and 
Human Services agency has defended the changes to the website calling them part of a comprehensive 
assessment of the causes of autism    The video continued for six minutes far longer than the standard 
creator rules of thumb    To date it has been viewed more than four million times    The Scientist and the 
Influencer         Doctor McSweeney says the secret to his communication style is playing it straight    He 
does not act like a nerd on camera he just is one     no bow tie necessary    The crisp controlled Doctor 
Noc the name is a deep cut video game reference may be a little more confident than the real life Doctor 



Sweeney but is otherwise the same    The other lesson Dr    McSweeney has learned Never mock your 
audience    Assume their fears are real and take them seriously    Early in his career he says he made a 
video poking fun at people who thought Covid vaccines magnetized the body sticking things to his arm 
and mugging for the camera    But he saw in the comments that some viewers were insulted      They came 
to him for answers not to feel stupid    Of course some of his commenters are more aggressive    Some 
call him a biotech shill or ominously say he will pay the price and get what is coming he said    The 
blowback was more intense during the pandemic he added but also easier to shrug off before he was a 
father    Doctor McSweeney lives in North Carolina and works for a startup founded by one of his old 
professors that is developing therapies for respiratory infections    About half his income comes from 
social media he said reading ads for dog food or allergy medication    It gives him a deep sense of pride 
that so many people look to him for health advice    But it also troubles him    I regularly advise people not 
to trust random lone people on Instagram    He pauses savoring the irony    Like me    
 
4 North Carolina Polish Literature Is a Whole Wondrous World!         The novelist and musician is a 
voracious reader of books in translation    In This Year he annotates the literary lyrics to 365 of his own 
songs    RAWSEP View      A Musician ventures outside his lane into translated literature         Excerpts 
edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission 
Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization       The New York Times       December 20  2025       In an email 
interview the Mountain Goats frontman also shared his rationale for hosting a 15th century French poet 
at a literary dinner party    Literature of the Balkans is a passion of mine    Two Ivo Andrić books        A  shelf 
that is all mysteries William Gass books and three Kertészes    A Grammar of Middle Welsh    Who are your 
favorite musician writers?  Charles Mingus only wrote the one book and what we have of it went through 
heavy editing but even one page tells you he could have just written prose and his name would still be 
remembered     Is there a songwriter you wish would annotate his or her lyrics the way you have in   This 
Year   ?  Meshell Ndegeocello     Daniel Higgs    Ghostface from Wu Tang Clan is one of the best writers 
alive    His stuff is so lyrically dense that you could do it like an illuminated manuscript     Many writers 
some pretty obscure are name checked in This Year    Tell me about a few more people should seek out     
Miron Bialoszewski the Polish poet I read in high school in the Czeslaw Milosz Postwar Polish Poetry 
anthology  I wish someone would translate more of his prose    Polish literature is a whole wondrous 
world! 
 
5 Trees  Living Trees Sacrificed to serve as holiday decorations Can You Be Allergic to Your 
Christmas Tree?         Itchy eyes wheezing sniffles sneezing Here is how to keep Christmas tree syndrome 
symptoms at bay      RAWSEP View    The advice is to choose evergreens        Excerpts edited by RAWSEP 
for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 
nonprofit organization       The New York Times  December 17 2024            I always get sneezy and 
congested around the holidays    Is my Christmas tree to blame?  The holiday season can be a time filled 
with sometimes itchy eyes irritated skin congestion and wheezing    This cluster of symptoms sometimes 
referred to as Christmas tree syndrome typically does not stem from an allergy to the Christmas tree 
itself    But sometimes certain hitchhikers on the tree like mold or dust can cause an allergic reaction    
And if you are sensitive to the fragrance or sap of  the tree that can also irritate your skin or airways    
Thankfully there are ways to minimize the risk that your Christmas tree will turn you into a sneezing 
sniffling Scrooge    What are the potential triggers? Typically when people are allergic to trees they are 
allergic to their pollen the powdery substance that plants produce during reproduction    But evergreen 
pollens are less likely to induce an allergic reaction than other tree pollens and trees do not usually 
produce pollen around this time of year so it is unlikely that a person would be truly allergic to their 
Christmas tree Mold may also grow more easily if the tree is stored or transported in an unventilated 
damp space anything with a strong fragrance can be an irritant     Sap     Touching your Christmas tree and 
especially its sap or resin a thick substance that trees release after injury could irritate your skin too 



resulting in itching or a rash    If the needles of the tree poke you that may also cause irritation or a rash  
Dust and other debris     If your tree is grown in a dusty area or transported through one like a dirt road or 
construction site it may bring dust into your house      If you have an artificial Christmas tree you may not 
be in the clear either    People usually are not allergic to fake Christmas trees but because the trees are 
often stored for much of the year in dirty lofts or storage spaces they can easily accumulate dust mites 
and mold    Asthma can be triggered after climbing into  attics and to unpack an artificial tree    How can 
you manage the symptoms? If you are experiencing respiratory symptoms around your tree air purifiers 
containing HEPA filters can help by removing mold and other irritants from the air You can also try to kill 
any mold that might be lurking on your tree     Try running a dehumidifier    You can also purchase a 
hygrometer which measures relative humidity for less than 15 dollars    you could also take 
decongestants to alleviate your symptoms    If you develop skin irritation after touching your tree try 
creating a barrier between your skin and the tree by wearing long sleeves and gloves the next time you 
need to touch it    When putting up a potentially dusty or moldy artificial Christmas tree consider wearing 
a mask  like an N95 that can filter out dust while you are moving or assembling it    
 
6 Trees  Living Trees Sacrificed to serve as holiday decorations Real or Fake? There is a War 
Over Christmas         Trees    Tree farmers and the marketing group that supports them want more 
Americans to buy live cut trees    A new Home Depot ad gave them holiday hope    Artificial trees are 
taking a bite out of the Christmas tree farming industry    edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and 
relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization       
The New York Times        December 19 2025          Milk had Got Milk? Beef had Beef It is what is for dinner    
But Christmas trees do not have anything and please do not buy a fake tree? is a bit choppy    All these 
fake trees coming from out of the country have really taken a bite out of our industry said one of three 
brothers who own BTN of Oregon a Christmas tree farm    Buy America support America his brother 
chimed in from their farm in Salem    That is the message we need to get out but our budget is low    The 
artificial tree industry has its own marketing group the American Christmas Tree Association    Its 
executive director wrote in an email that consumers choose artificial trees that are easy to set up low 
maintenance and cost effective over multiple seasons    She sees the debate between live cut and 
artificial or real and fake as less existential though perhaps because her side is winning    At the end of the 
day there is room for both real and artificial trees she wrote    As for the Christmas tree lot that inspired a 
book about the magic of real Christmas trees? It closed down this year after 40 years because of 
dwindling business according to its owner    The author of that book will not have a towering Douglas fir or 
Scotch pine in his home this year    He has two kittens and he needs to let them get the kitten out of them    
He got a small artificial tree    
 
7 Trump Transportation Regulations Criticized by a Connected 25 year old After Airport Pat Down the 
25 year old daughter of Sean Duffy Calls TSA Unconstitutional  EDA suggested that her father the 
transportation secretary would try to eliminate the security agency if he were in charge of it    The TSA says 
airport screening equipment is safe for pregnant travelers but passengers can choose to undergo a pat 
down instead of passing through scanners    Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for brevity and clarity and 
relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 nonprofit organization       
Dec    19 2025 A daughter of Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy denounced an absurdly invasive pat 
down at a Transportation Security Administration checkpoint Thursday on social media suggesting that if 
her father were in charge of the agency he would try to abolish it    In a series of posts on X  EDA claimed 
that she had nearly missed her flight after declining to go through the body scanner    Ms    Duffy Alfonso 
who said she is pregnant said she waited 15 minutes for a pat down    She said the TSA agents whom she 
described as passive aggressive tried to pressure her to pass through the scanner insisting it was safe for 
pregnant passengers    According to the TSA all airport screening equipment including metal detectors 
and body scanners is safe for pregnant travelers     But passengers can opt out and instead receive a 



physical pat down the agency said on its website    The body scanners at U   S    airports rely on millimeter 
wave technology that uses radio waves not X rays    This type of technology emits far less energy than a 
cellphone according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention     The TSA has made several 
major changes to its screening process this year including allowing all travelers to keep their shoes on 
and requiring Real ID compliant documents for domestic air travel    A TSA spokesperson said the agency 
was aware of the incident and took complaints about airport security screening seriously    
 
8 European Union Europe Begins to Tiptoe Away From Key Climate Policies         Europe has some of the 
most ambitious climate goals in the world but in recent months it has backtracked on rules governing 
automobile emissions and deforestation     Photo of A line of cars wait for gas in Europe    Queuing for gas 
in southern France    Earlier this week EU officials introduced a proposal that would walk back an 
effective ban on the production of gas  and diesel powered cars by 2035    Excerpts edited by RAWSEP for 
brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 
nonprofit organization       The New York Times Climate Forward Newsletter        December 18 2025         At 
the start of the year as President Donald Trump began the process of withdrawing the United States from 
the Paris Agreement and started dismantling climate policies the European Union president Ursula von 
der Leyen tacked in the opposite direction    Climate change is still on top of the global agenda she said 
during a speech in January    Eleven months later things look very different    The EU is poised to water 
down its plans to ban the production of gas  and diesel powered cars by 2035    Members of Parliament 
voted on Wednesday to delay the rollout of a groundbreaking deforestation law that would affect far flung 
corners of the globe    And early this year lawmakers chipped away at the scope and scale of new 
disclosure requirements meant to force companies to be more forthcoming about the environmental 
impact of their operations    It is not a pivot that is on par with the U turn the U   S    has taken on climate 
this year    Europe still has some of the strongest climate commitments in the world with a goal of 
reaching net zero emissions by 2050    But the events of 2025 experts say are reflective of increasing 
worries that EU regulations will slow economic growth    First it was climate policy no matter what said a 
research fellow at the University of California Berkeley who studies European politics    Now it is climate 
policy yes but as long as it is not completely detrimental to competitiveness    Here are some of the 
policies under the microscope     Combustion engines  This week EU officials introduced a proposal    
Instead of requiring automakers to produce zero emissions cars the revised version of the rules would 
require a 90 percent reduction in tailpipe emissions starting that year    Automakers would be required to 
offset the remaining 10 percent with low carbon steel or alternative fuels    The change follows intense 
lobbying from European automakers as they face US tariff pressure and surging competition from 
Chinese manufacturers    This year the Trump administration along with Republicans in Congress 
eliminated tax credits for electric vehicle buyers and blocked the California plans to phase out the sales 
of new gas powered vehicles by 2035    This month the administration moved to weaken fuel efficiency 
requirements for new cars and light trucks that would have forced automakers to sell more electric and 
hybrid vehicles     Deforestation delay Part 2       In 2023 the European Union passed a bold law aimed at 
preserving forests around the world by banning imported goods linked to deforestation    On Wednesday 
legislators voted to delay the law for a second time     The rules govern products containing seven land 
intensive commodities cattle cocoa coffee palm oil soybeans rubber and wood    They require companies 
to monitor their supply chains to ensure these materials are not sourced from land that has been 
converted from forest to agriculture since 2020    It is a vast and complicated task and the law has drawn 
pushback    Companies balked    The Indonesia economic minister called the plan regulatory imperialism 
objecting to European efforts to impose environmental standards on economically important industries 
in other nations    Some EU member countries asked for a delay and so did the Biden administration     
Last December the EU granted a one year reprieve    As the 2025 deadline inched closer lawmakers again 
grew concerned this time that the record keeping requirements would overwhelm an IT system used to 
collect paperwork    The EU Parliament voted to delay it for another year and simplify some of the 



reporting requirements    The heart of the EU deforestation regulation remains intact  a German member 
of the European Parliament said in a statement    This agreement takes the concerns of farmers foresters 
and businesses seriously and ensures that the regulation can be implemented in a practical and 
workable way     What is next  There are new European climate laws that the world may have to adjust to    
On Tuesday the Trump administration was seeking an exemption from the methane law for American oil 
and gas companies    China has balked at both the emissions border tax and the deforestation rule    
These climate policies were intended to lay the track for other countries to follow examples of what has 
been called the Brussels effect     But it is not clear if the rest of the world will comply    I think there is a 
concern that Europe is trying to lead a fight and it is going to find itself alone in this fight    The other big 
players China and Russia or the United States at the moment are not even thinking about it        The 
average US household is projected to spend nearly 1 thousand dollars this winter to heat its home up 9 
point 2 percent from a year earlier according to the National Energy Assistance Directors Association 
which represents state governments in securing federal money    At the same time the budget for a critical 
federal program to help low income Americans pay for heat has been cut by about a third this year 
compared with two years ago     In the first 90 days after the Los Angeles fires there was a 46 percent 
increase in emergency room visits for heart attack symptoms at the Los Angeles Cedars Sinai hospital    
Global coal use has hit a ceiling and is set to begin a slow decline over the next five years as renewables 
and liquefied natural gas gain ground    But in the United States coal use is set to jump 8 percent this year 
after more than a decade of annual declines      Ten years after the landmark Paris Agreement China now 
dominates almost every element of the global clean energy economy    As a result Heatmap News writes  
the climate story has become the China story    Here is our look at how things have changed in the 
decade since Paris    
 
9 Ukraine Sea Babies  With Attacks on Oil Tankers Ukraine Takes Aim at the War of Russia         
Financing Strikes on four vessels signal that Kyiv is willing to expand the maritime theater of the conflict in 
an effort to crimp the Moscow military funding    Photo of  an aerial view of speedboat drones    Satellite 
controlled speedboat drones designed and operated by the Ukraine military intelligence service    Called 
Sea Babies they are packed with explosives and can travel long distances    Excerpts edited by RAWSEP 
for brevity and clarity and relationship to Residents Against Wood Smoke Emission Particulates a 501C3 
nonprofit organization       The New York Times        December 20 2025         Ukraine has used drones four 
times in the past few weeks to hit oil tankers from the Russian shadow fleet escalating the war in the seas 
and showing that the Ukraine security services agency feels increasingly emboldened to launch 
audacious attacks and claim them publicly    One ship was struck by aerial drones on Thursday night in 
the Mediterranean Sea more than 12 hundred miles away from Ukraine    The other three were hit by sea 
drones in the Black Sea    The attacks are the first on the Russia sanction defying oil tankers that Ukraine 
has acknowledged since the Russian full scale invasion in 2022    The security agency also said it had 
attacked Russian oil production platforms in the Caspian Sea four times in the past 10 days including on 
Thursday    The oil business fuels the Russian economy and its war and throughout the conflict the West 
has tried to crack down on its profits with sanctions    The Kairos and the Virat both sanctioned by the 
European Union yet sailing under the flag of Gambia were hit on November 28 off Turkey    A few days later 
Putin termed the attacks piracy and threatened Ukrainian ports ships using those ports and the ships of 
countries that help Ukraine    The most radical solution would be to cut Ukraine off from the sea 
effectively making it impossible for it to engage in piracy at all Putin said    The SBU then claimed credit for 
a strike on December 10 on the Dashan  a tanker sanctioned by the European Union that kept its 
transponder off as it sailed through the Ukraine exclusive economic zone under the flag of the Comoros a 
tiny country off southeastern Africa    The Kremlin did not comment on that attack    But the next night 
Russia started pounding Odesa the largest port city of Ukraine on the Black Sea with waves of drones and 
missiles    Those attacks have continued for more than a week    On Friday night ballistic missiles hit the 
Odesa port infrastructure  killing at least eight people    On Monday Klymenko the shadow fleet analyst 



said he had located the Virat at a shipyard in Turkey undergoing repairs    He was one of several open 
source researchers to observe this     According to those experts the vessel had a new name Prometey 
and was also flying a new flag which was Russian    
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