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Abraham Lincoln delivered a speech at Cooper’s Union Lyrics 
 
Abraham Lincoln delivered a speech at Cooper’s Union  
on February 27  1860!  
Lincoln responded to radical Southerner declarations  
that they would leave the Union if he were elected!  
Lincoln said, “Under all these circumstances,  
do you really feel yourselves justified 
 to break up this Government! 
unless such a court decision as yours is, shall be at once submitted to, 
as a conclusive and final rule of political action? 
 But you will not abide the election of a Republican president!  
In that supposed event, you say, you will destroy the Union!” 
Lincoln said, “and then, you say, the great crime  
of having destroyed (the Union) will be upon us!     
That is cool. A highwayman holds a pistol to my ear,  
and mutters through his teeth, "Stand and deliver, or I shall kill you,”  
 and then you will be a murderer!" 
Lincoln said, “To be sure, what the robber demanded of me  
 - my money - was my own!   
and I had a clear right to keep it!  
 but it was no more my own than my vote is my own!  
and the threat of death to me, to extort my money, 
 and the threat of destruction to the Union to extort my vote,  
can scarcely be distinguished in principle!” 
 
A president wrote a reply to a foreign leader 
The first Foreign Prime Minister called on a president  
to de-escalate after threatening allies with tariffs!  
for supporting a second Foreign country amid a growing spat 
over the ownership of the territory of the second Foreign government!   
A president wrote in reply  that he  
“no longer feels an obligation to think purely of peace 
after the first Foreign country “decided” not to give him the Peace Prize!” 
 
Cartoon 1 of 3  “Abraham Lincoln delivered a speech at Cooper’s Union on February 27  1860”      Cell 1: 
Lincoln responded to radical Southerner declarations that they would leave the Union if he were elected. 
Cell 2: Lincoln said, “Under all these circumstances, do you really feel yourselves justified to break up 
this Government” Cell 3: “unless such a court decision as yours is, shall be at once submitted to as a 
conclusive and final rule of political action?” Cell 4: “But you will not abide the election of a Republican 
president! In that supposed event, you say, you will destroy the Union!” 
Cartoon 2 of 3  “Abraham Lincoln delivered a speech at Cooper’s Union on February 27  1860”      Cell 1: 
Lincoln said, “and then, you say, the great crime of having destroyed (the Union) will be upon us!”    Cell 2: 
“That is cool. A highwayman holds a pistol to my ear,”  Cell 3:  “and mutters through his teeth, "Stand and 
deliver, or I shall kill you,” Cell 4: “and then you will be a murderer!" 
Cartoon 3 of 3  “Abraham Lincoln delivered a speech at Cooper’s Union on February 27  1860”      Cell 1: 
Lincoln said, “To be sure, what the robber demanded of me - my money - was my own;”   Cell 2:  “and I 



had a clear right to keep it;” Cell 3:  “but it was no more my own than my vote is my own; Cell 4: and the 
threat of death to me, to extort my money, and the threat of destruction to the Union, to extort my vote, 
can scarcely be distinguished in principle.” 
 
Cartoon 1 of 1 “A president wrote a replay to a foreign leader “ Cell 1 The first Foreign Prime Minister 
called on a president to de-escalate after threatening allies with tariffs! Cell 2 for supporting a second 
Foreign country amid a growing spat over the ownership of the territory of the second Foreign 
government!  Cell 3 A president wrote in reply  that he “no longer feels an obligation to think purely of 
peace” Cell 4 after the first Foreign country “decided” not to give him the Peace Prize! 
 


