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On the Magic Mountain 
Decades before Davos Switzerland 
became famous as a pilgrimage site for global elites     
attending the annual meeting of the World Economic Forum!  
Davos was best known as a destination for well-to-do invalids  
seeking respiratory relief in the crisp Alpine air!  
It was that reputation that brought Thomas Mann to Davos! 
(where his wife was convalescing) for a three-week visit in 1912,  
inspiring his great novel, “The Magic Mountain,” published in 1924! 
At its heart lies an argument between  
two fiercely held and fatally flawed worldviews! 
The first is represented by an earnest  
but naïve pacifist and internationalist! 
The second comes from a proto-totalitarian figure! 
who thinks that the ideals of freedom are an illusion  
and that humanity’s “deepest desire is to obey!” 
 
Talk about the need for renewable energy is put to the side in 2026! One person at a meeting said There 
are windmills all over Europe and they are losers!   A different attendee said If you do not have good land 
and good soil, you cannot have sustainable supply chains! Steep reductions in particulate matter 
pollution have added 1 point 4 years to the average American’s life expectancy since 1970 one study 
found! But the current US EPA. has put a value on human life of zero dollars! 
 

Cartoon 1 of 3    “On the Magic Mountain”   Cell : Decades before Davos Switzerland became famous as a 
pilgrimage site for global elites!    Cell 2: attending the annual meeting of the World Economic Forum!     
Cell 3:  Davos was best known as a destination for well-to-do invalids seeking respiratory relief in the 
crisp Alpine air! It was that reputation that brought Thomas Mann to Davos! Cell 4: (where his wife was 
convalescing) for a three-week visit in 1912, inspiring his great novel, “The Magic Mountain,” published in 
1924! 

Cartoon 2 of 3    “The Plot of the Magic Mountain” Cell 1: At its heart lies an argument between two 
fiercely held and fatally flawed worldviews! Cell 2: The first is represented by an earnest but naïve pacifist 
and internationalist! Cell 3: The second comes from a proto-totalitarian figure! Cell 4: who thinks that the 
ideals of freedom are an illusion and that humanity’s “deepest desire is to obey.” 

Cartoon 3 of 3      “Talk about the need for renewable energy is put to the side in 2026” Cell 1: One person 
at a meeting said, “There are windmills all over Europe and they are losers.”   Cell 2: a different attendee 
said,  “If you don’t have good land and good soil, you cannot have sustainable supply chains” Cell 3: 
Steep reductions in particulate matter pollution have added 1 point 4 years to the average American’s life 
expectancy since 1970, one study found. Cell 4: But the current US EPA. has put a value on human life of 
zero dollars.  


