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Can California oil town B, a reluctant test case, reinvent itself? 
When the B’s V town oil refinery leaves, what does it take with it? 
Closure of city B refinery by its largest employer, V, the basis 
 of nearly 20 percent of B city tax revenue, could have catastrophic 
 impact on the financial stability of the B city. Some local leaders envision  
opportunity for a V city to increase housing at the V exit for a new generation  
of citizens and lure for cleaner commercial and industrial enterprises. 
Is this both a clean energy opportunity and an employment crisis? 
In 2024, regional and state air regulators fined V City a record 82 million dollars 
 for secretly exceeding toxic emissions standards for more than 15 years  
spurring speculation that the heavy sanction played into the company  
 move to announce closure plans roughly six months later. In what may 
be a much-needed break for B City, the Bay Area Air District moved in late 
 January to let the city apply for up to 40 million dollars in grants to pay  
for public health and economic resilience projects with another 20 
million dollars available to local non-profits.  ‘We’re a hidden gem entity 
a poor man’s Sausalito,’ boasts the Mayor logically. More than half of  
the 9 hundred acre property, with unobstructed views of the scenic bluffs 
 and waterways of the Strait that funnel into the mouth of the  delta, is largely  
 undeveloped and could be used as prime residential and commercially 
in real estate to help recoup the city’s dwindling tax base. The mayor envisions 
 using the land to build housing, grocery stores, retailers and recreation  
areas for families. He said: “Things that would draw people here.” Meanwhile, 
 the site’s proximity to a deep water port, rail lines and two interstates make it well 
situated for any number of new, cleaner industries, including large-scale solar or wind 
 development, he said. But any development plans remain on hold until and when 
 the company releases more details about the refinery pollution storage arrangement. 
News of the potential closure sent shock waves through this small, relatively affluent  
community of approximately 28 thousand people in the county.  The reinvention 
could be cleaner in air water and ground.  But the plusses of that are often not mentioned.  
For nearly 60 years, the refinery has loomed over every aspect of life in B City,  
exerting outsized influence on its economy and politics, while seriously risky 
 to public health . The B oil refinery, which the Texas oil company V bought in 2 thousand  
thrived in an era when fossil fuels reigned largely unchecked over the US and offered 
reliable local taxes, well-paying jobs and steady economic opportunities for the many 
 small businesses in its orbit. But as California pivots to meet its ambitious clean energy 
 goals, refineries like this one are on the decline. The state has pledged it will be carbon  
neutral by 2045, dramatically reducing its dependence on fossil fuels. Last April, the multibillion  
dollar company announced plans to “idle, restructure or cease” operations within a year,  
citing California’s tough “regulatory and enforcement environment”. The company this year 
confirmed in January it would begin winding down operations and “permanently”  
idle most processing units by April, laying off nearly 70 percent of its payroll, about 240 employees. 
 


